i a ge 


Fk child 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-AUGUST 1986 


BRITAIN’S FOREMOST 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
JOURNAL 


Established 1976. 


Regd. address: 
CMRU Publishing Co. 
286/287 High Street 
(Upper Precinct) 
LINCOLN LN2 1AL 
England. 


24-hour Ansafone service 

(0522) 41546 

Executive Editors: 

C Kettle. PA Kettle 

Editorial Assistants: 

Sandra Brett. Doreen Holder 
Features/Reviews: 

Mick Green, Pete Smith, Clive Wynes 

Noel Casey, Irene Paterson. J Skea Pete Coffey 


Regional News Contributors 

Brian Ahern, Joe Allen, Tony Anderson, 

John Autton, Jackie Blair, Ann Carmody, 

Sean Doherty, Richard Dudgeon, Jim Duncan, 
Dave Hendry, Sheila Kenny. Shirley Lawrence, 
George Mills, Eve Morris, D K O'Boyle, 

Frank Power. Keith Render. Ernie Sears. 

Anne Slack 


Photographers: 
Brian Shelley. Jim Silverthorn 


American Contributors: 

Tri-Son News Services, 

Network Inc.. Nashville, 

Jeff Walker Aristo Associates Inc., Earl E Qwens 
Total Concept Representation Inc. 


Advertisement Manager: 

Roy Edwards 

Circulation Manager/Club Sales: 
Lyn Jordan 

Production Manager: 

Stan Rogers 

Typesetting by: 

Multi Media Services (Lincoin) 
Telephone: (0522) 41546 
Distribution by: 

Spotlight Magazine Distributors Ltd 
1 Benwell Road 

Holloway 

LONDON N7 


COUNTRY 
PMUSIC Round Up 


Britain's 1st Country Music Newspaper is a 
wholly owned publication, under the sole 
proprietorship of C Kettle, controlling the CMRU 
Publishing Group of Companies. 


‘Country Music Round Up’ Published monthly 


The views of the contributors are not 
necessarily those of the publishers. 
directors or editors. 


© CM.AU. Publishing Co. 1986 


BRIGHTON 
CELEBRATES 
FIFTEEN YEARS OF 
COUNTRY MUSIC 


@ THURSDAY 28th August 1986 
is the Brighton CMC’s fifteenth 
anniversary. 


@ One of Britain’s longest 
running CMC’s, Brighton is still 
regarded by people in the business 
as one of the best. The reason for 
this is that the Club has never 
veered from its policy of 
presenting the music in a concert/ 
cabaret setting. The Brighton club 
is not the place to go for 
background music, nor for dancing 
or ‘gunslinging’. Their customers 
enjoy themselves, purely 
appreciating the music and 
entertainment on offer. There is a 
social aspect, too, of course, but, 
at Brighton, the music is the thing. 
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STOP PRESS 
DAVE DUDLEY 


@ INa last minute re-shuffle, reportedly due to 
illness, Dave Dudley, ‘King of the Truckers’, 
replaces Hank Locklin at the Peterborough Country 
Music Festival. 


@ Dave isa constant visitor to Europe, although he 
plays mainly in Holland and Germany, where he is a 
big favourite. His popularity extends to the UK, 
mainly by his records, so this will be something of a 
rare opportunity for the British fans and exponents 
of truck driving songs to see the ‘Master’ live. 


‘The Peterborough Telegraph’, July 12th 1986 
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@ Currently enjoying good 
attendances, the Club is run 
professionally by Shoreham 
broadcaster Neil Coppendale, who 
founded it back in 1971, together 
with his wife Irene and mainstay 
Audrey Rabjohns. But, Neil still 
remembers the help and advice 
given to him in the early days 
from, among others, the current 
Chairman of the BCMA, Jim 
Marshall, who actually started the 
first Brighton CMC (probably the 
country’s first CMC) back in the 
sixties. Neil also remembers all 
his Mother's hard work until her 
death in 1984. 


@ The Club survived a major 
trauma earlier this year when it 
found itself without a venue, 
virtually overnight. Forced to 
vacate the King Alfred after seven 
years (the Club started life at the 
Richmond and stayed there seven 
<years), it’s now sited at the 
Brighton Trades and Labour Club, 
16 Lewes Road (just past the 
Level), Brighton. 
@ Providing the entertainment on 
28th August will be the two acts 
voted top in their categories by 
club members, For more details 
phone Brighton (0273) 462525. 


IFCO STAGES 
FAN FAIR 
FINALE 

|| 


@ Arecord crowd attended the 
Nineteenth Annual International 
Fan Club Organisation (IFCO) 
Show, which drew the 1986 Fan 
Fair festivities to a close at the 
Tennessee State Fairgrounds. 


@ ‘This was the largest crowd we 
have had so far and the response 
we have received has confirmed 
that this year’s show was the best 
ever,’ Loudilla Johnson, Co- 
President of IFCO and Producer of 
the show, stated. 


@ The Johnson Sisters presented 
the Tex Ritter Award to Ms Judith 
Massa, Music Director of Voice of 
America. This prestigious award is 
given annually to the person or 
organisation who, the organisers 
believe, has done the most to 


promote country music world 
wide. Ms. Massa is largely 
responsible for an estimated 120 
million people in over one hundred 
foreign countries hearing country 
music via her programme, 
‘Country Music USA’. This year 
she arranged for VOA to tape the 
entire IFCO Show, for broadcast at 
a later date. 


@ The audience was delighted by 
the surprise appearance of 
Compleat Record’s Vern Gosdin, 
who performed a twenty minute 
set. Other quests on the show 
included Patty Loveless, The Girls 
Next Door, Con Hunley, Freddy 
Weller, Ronny Robbins, Lane 
Brody, Randy (1982) Travis, The 
Osmonds and, as always, Loretta 
Lynn thrilled the IFCO crowd. 
Johnny Rodriguez, as Featured 
Guest, gave an arousing 
performance and headliner Gary 
Morris closed the four hour show. 


@ ‘As good as this year's show 
was, we anticipate some really 
great things for 1987, our 
twentieth anniversary! We'll be 
pulling out all the stops, so be sure 
to make your plans early,’ suggest 
the Johnson Sisters. 


NORTH, EAST, SOUTH, WEST’ERN 
COUNTRY MUSIC FANS SPOILT 
FOR CHOICE 


@ PETERBOROUGH is to get a double dose of 
country music. this month with two music 
festivals planned for the same weekend, within 
just a few miles of each other. 


@ The long running battle between various 
groups intent on taking over the City’s annual 
music event has ended with the announcement 
of two separate festivals, one featuring top. name 
American and British acts, the other British and 
Irish talent 


@ The Council backed festival organised by 
Brighton based promoter Jeffrey Kruger, has 
survived a series of blows, including the loss of 
some of its American stars and last minute 
changes of venues 


@ The Kruger line-up includes Billie Jo Spears. 
Bill Anderson, Kitty Wells, Ed Bruce and Lynn 
Anderson. 


@ /fitgoes ahead, (and at press date there wers 
still doubts over local authorities granting 
permission) the competition: will come from 
Wendy Lane's Showboat Organisation. Wendy 
Said, ‘I'm sure the two festivals will complement 
each other and there’s no reason why fans 
shouldn't see atleast part of each festival over 
the Bank Holiday Weekend.’ 


@ The Showboat Festival will feature a strong 
line-up which includes. Stu Stevens, Poacher, 
Colorado, Foster & Allen, Davey Arthur & The 
Fureys, Rose Marie and The Hillsiders 


@ /n the North West of England, Morecambe has 
leapt into .a congested country music weekend 
calendar, putting together a very sizeable 
attraction in_a little over two months. This local 
authority funded operation appears to have forged 
a good country event into long standing seaside 

There. are some. good established 
artistes appearing too, both British and American, 
So this could prove a tempting outing for the clubs 
in the Northern parts 


@ The Southern part of Britain will probably find. 
for local supporters. all roads lead to Worthing, 
where Neil. Coppendale’s annual ‘All. British: 
weekend: extravaganza enters its ninth year. 
Neil's tried and trusted format sticks to its original 
concept. of staging British acts in an ‘up market’, 
concert setting. There are good fringé activities 
and strong bluegrass elements, which add to the 
pulling power created by the competent publicity 
machine that has kept this festival alive where 
others: have failed. There's no. doubt that here 
again, you will get full value for the money you 
spend. 


@ These then: are the major attractions . for 
country. fans, although there are bound to be 
others this month that we haven't been told about. 
As you can see they are all mainly centred on the 
August Bank Holiday: weekend; so. there's no 
doubting, as far as this:month is concerned at 
feast, country fans are spoilt for choice. 


@ (For more details on each of the festivals, see elsewhere 
in this publication). 
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THE COUNTRY 
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With The Reviews 


To find out more about copy dates and 
rates for advertising, ring (0522) 41546. 
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Nominee Finalists 


NOTICE TO ALL READERS 


@ MAY we, the publishers of ‘Country Music Round Up’, take this opportunity of 
thanking all our readers who took the time and trouble to send in their votes, 
firstly for the artistes of their choice, then for the final nominees in our 

1986 ‘International Country Music Popularity Awards’ Poll. © 


@ In terms of numbers, this has already been our most successful Awards’ poll ever. 
(The closing date was 31st July, but we went to press on 22nd July with this issue), with 
well over 6,600 individual votes recorded to date, making this the single biggest 
International Country Music Awards’ poll conducted outside the United States. 


Well done! Weare proud to have been the vehicle of your acknowledgements and look forward 


to making the presentations on your behalf on Main Stage at the Peterborough Festival 
of Country Music during the evening of Sunday 24th August. 


@ May we also thank those artistes and their associates who, in turn, have shown their 
appreciation of their fans’ declared support by taking up our offer for them to respond 
within the pages of the Special Awards Supplement. We know there can be only one 
winner in each category, but we feel that each and every nominee should feel proud to be 
included in this open ballot of the British country music scene and prouder still to know 
that their supporters have put their names forward as being ‘one of the most popular’ and 
therefore one of the best. 


Most Popular International 
(Female) Solo Act 

Tammy Wynette 

Dolly Parton 


Lacy J Dalton Most Popular British 


Reba McEntire (Female) Solo Act 
Janie Fricke 


Carroll Baker 


Most Promising 
International Act 
Moody Brothers 
John Schneider + 
Exile Most Promising 
Gary Morris British Act 
Dwight Yoakam Sarah Jory 
The Judds Jim Ryder 
The Waltons 
Stu Page & Remuda 


Firewater 


Most Popular 
International Duo/Trio 
The Bellamy Brothers 

The Judds 

Kenny Rogers & Dolly Parton 


Philomena Begley 
Sandi Hart 

Ruby Rendall 
Rose Marie 

Little Ginny 
Tammy Cline 


Ray Lynam & Philomena Begley 
Waylon & Willie 


Louisiana Hellraisers 
Most Popular 
British Duo/Trio 


Bob Newman & Carole Gordon 


Most Popular International 
(Male) Solo Act 


Most Popular 
International Group 
Exile 


Philomena Begley & Ray Lynam 


Manson Grant & The Dynamos 
Spill The Beans Trio 
The Duffy Brothers 


Ricky Skaggs aes 
George Strait Most Popular British 


Don Williams (Male) Solo Act 


Johnny Cash Gerry Ford 


Kenny Rogers Mel Hague 
Bobby Bare Raymond Froggatt 


Tony Best 


Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 

Statler Brothers ETE SAC 

Alabama | Most Popular 

The Oak Ridge Boys ; British Group 

a West Virginia Clovis 

Colorado Poacher 
Hickory Lake 
Campbell’s Country 


Kenny Johnson 


Stu Stevens 


Pinkerton’s Colours 
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Lynchburg lost its 
music... and found its name. 


It was a burg like any other burg, so the story 
goes. Fepaecn 362. In the saloon a three man 
band is playing “Everything from Jack Daniel’s to 
Jesus”. At the break they know what they want, call for 
Jack Daniel’s. Smooth, mellow, Tennessee sippin’ 
whiskey. Barkeeper, rest his soul, brings ’em 
bourbon instead. An’ that’s how Lynchburg 
lost its mus Population 


ACK DAMEL'S 4 


“ 


Anh DA Ni 


oS) TIME 


- Celebrate the 1986 Country and Western C. What is the appropriate title of Hank 
=: Music Festival with the true taste of Williams’ 1981 hit single about Jack 
= Tennessee. This is your chance to win a case Daniel’s? 

:: (6 bottles) of Jack Daniel’s famous Tennessee 
: sipping whiskey by entering our simple 
d Country and Western quiz. Write your answers on a postcard and 


Below are three questions on well known __ send them with your name and address to: 
Country and Western songs for you to answer. Jack Daniel’s Competition 


"A. Where does Jack Daniel’s knock you, Country Music Round Up 
according to a song by David Allan Coe? 286/287 High Street 


B. Which Country and Western songwriter, (Upper Precinct) 
appearing at the 1986 International Lincoln LN2 1AL 
festival, has “tried everything from Jesus 
to Jack Daniel’s”? Closing date: 31 August 1986 
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ARTISTES ON THE MOVE 


Alex Harvey has signed an exclusive management pact with 
Nashville based Artists International Management. Best 
known for his songs, ‘Rueben James’, ‘Delta Dawn’ and ‘No 
Place Like Texas’, he has also co-starred in several movies, 
including ‘The Long Summer Of George Adams’ with James 
Garner, ‘Dollmaker’ with Jane Fonda and the Disney feature 
film, ‘Country’ with Sam Sheppard and Jessica Lange; Reba 
McEntire, Lacy J Dalton and Holly Dunn to the Jim Halsey 
Co., Tulsa; In a move designed to expand on a national 
presence for themselves, Mason Dixon have set up an 
in-house booking situation. Effective immediately, all 
bookings for the multi-charted group will be handled by 
Sharon Dengler at Route 4, Box 407, Flint, TX. 75762, USA. 
Call 0101 214 825 2418. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Hovie Walker of the singing Thrasher Brothers tells us the 
troupe is currently negotiating new record affiliation 
contracts. We will keep you informed; Patty Loveless has 
just wound up work on her first MCA album. She has also 
signed a writer's agreement with Acuff-Rose; Did you 
realise Waylon Jennings’ MCA album, ‘Will The Wolf 
Survive’, is his first number one album since June 1980, 
when ‘Music Man’ topped the charts; Teenaged Mirinda, 
Stargem recording artiste from New York, was selected to 
perform with her twelve member American Country Show on 
the Empire State Flagship, during the big 4th July Statue of 
Liberty celebrations. 


Eddie Rabbitt recently performed a private concert for 
patients at Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital in Nashville. He 
and wife Janine dedicated a new playroom at the hospital in 
memory of their son, Timmy, a former patient at Vanderbilt, 
who died last year from complications following a liver 
transplant at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis; 
Kathy Mattea will have a new album release this month; Roy 
Clark will be at Billy Bob’s Texas, in Fort Worth on 23rd 
August. The show will benefit the Easter Seal Societies of 
both Dallas and Tarrant Counties; George Lindsey's 23rd May 
Celebrity Golf Tourney benefitted the Alabama Special 
Olympics by $60,000 and the Alabama Association of 
Retarded Citizens by $10,000. The annual toumament marked 
its fourteenth year in Montgomery and has awarded more 
than a million dollars to the mentally handicapped; Brenda 
Lee jets to Japan for a concert tour in December; Freddy 
Fender, who toured New Zealand and Australia during June, 
will be in England for the annual Peterborough Festival on 
23rd-25th August; Juice Newton played the Universal 
Amphitheatre in California on 30th July. 


@ ‘Happy Trails Theatre’, a weekend movie series hosted 
by Roy Rogers and Dale Evans on the Nashville Network 
(TNN) has been renewed for one year, according to David 
Hall, VP/General Manager of the cable network. The ninety 
minute programme will film thirty-six new segments this 
month. 
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Photos by Jim Silverthom 


George Jones and Merle Haggard post $25,000 bond for Johnny Paycheck, 


LEGAL BRIEFS 


Merle Haggard and George Jones reportedly posted a 
$25,000 bond for Johnny Paycheck, convicted on 17th May in 
Highland County, OH., of aggravated assault and tampering 
with evidence resulting from a tavern shooting last winter in 
Hillsboro, OH. Paycheck has since initiated a suit against the 
tavern in the incident for failing to protect him from the 
shooting victim Larry Wise, whom Paycheck claims was 
drunk and insulted him. Judge Darrell Hottle sentenced 
Paycheck to prison for thirty months to five years on the 
assault charge and eighteen months on the tampering 
charge. He was acquitted of charges of carrying a concealed 


CMRU 


SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 
SUPER NEW 
COUNTRY 
ALBUM 


Every month we are now 
offering new subscribers the 
chance to win a country 
album in our monthly draw. If 
you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal, don’t 
worry, you will still be eligible 
for the 


FREE DRAW 
But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with us by 


the first of next month. For the 
subscription rates see elsewhere in 
; this publication. 


Last month’s winning new 
subscription entry in our free 
draw was from 
FR&C J Evans 
32 Clipstone Road West, 
Forest Town 
Mansfield, Notts. 

Mr & Mrs Evans win ‘Seasons’ by 
The Oak Ridge Boys 


Unless he can mount a successful appeal, the country singer 
may spend five years in prison before he is eligible for 
parole; A $2 million lawsuit against Loretta Lynn was 
withdrawn on 27th June in a Richmond, VA., court room, just 
moments before a judge was about to rule on whether it 
should go to the jury. Ceasar Gaiters Jr. (57), who was one of 
more than a dozen security guards employed by Loretta 
during a 1982 concert, claimed Loretta ‘humiliated’ him in 
front of an audience of about 10,000 as she joked and 
bantered with him from the stage; The Oak Ridge Boys are 
out of a law suit by an airline flight attendant who alleged 
she was assaulted by a member of the Oak's back up band, 
Don Breland, on a plane about to take off from Reno to San 
Francisco. 


@ FAN Fair, the fifteenth annual event, was by far the 
biggest and most successful yet. As we reported last month, 
registrations were cut off at 21,500, which left hundreds of 
would-be participants in the city without credentials to 
attend any of the official functions. While we are not going to 
go into the pros and cons debate of whether Fan Fair should 
remain at the Tennessee State Fair Grounds at the moment, 
we would simply point out that this is, without question, the 
single most successful function held in Nashville each year. 
With a projected $10,000,000 spent by Fan Fair participants 
in the Nashville area in just that one week, if there is not a 
facility large enough to accommodate the continued 
expansion and growth of Fan Fair, why isn’t there? Our hats 
are off to the Grand Ole Opry and the Country Music 
Association, co-sponsors of the annual celebration, for a job 
well done. Also, a special salute to all those people who 
attend and participate in Fan Fair (the backbone of the entire 
music business) the fans. Speaking of which, the 
International Fan Club Organisation’s nineteenth annual 
dinner and show, staged on Friday 13th, was one of the 
outstanding presentations of the week. Rousing 
performances were turned in by headliner Gary Morris, 
Johnny Rodriguez, special surprise guest Vern Gosdin, 
Loretia Lynn, Patty Loveless, Ronny Robbins, Con Hunley, 
the Girls Next Door, Freddy Weller, Randy Travis, Lane 
Brody and The Osmond Brothers. IFCO’s prestigious ‘Tex 
Ritter’ award was presented to Judith Massa, Musical 
Director for the ‘Voice Of America’. VOA was presented a 
tape of the entire show, which will be broadcast around the 
world at a later date. 


@ Charley Pride is back from his sixth and biggest ever 
South Pacific tour. In both New Zealand and Australia he did 
scores of newspaper, radio and television interviews, 
including ‘Good Moming Australia’, ‘The Today Show’ and 
‘Mid-day’ with Ray Martin, which is a popular Australian talk 
show. The forty-one day tour covered 40,000 miles, during 
which Pride performed in thirty-three cities. With a gross of 
£117,000 on Melbourne alone, promoter Dennis Brown 
proclaimed the tour a ‘huge success’. With the RCA release, 
‘Country Love Songs’ attaining the number three position in 
the pop charts in New Zealand, the album was certified gold 
before the end of the tour, with expectations of it reaching 
platinum shortly. RCA Australia also anticipates the album 
will reach gold status there. Meanwhile, no record affiliation 
has been announced Stateside since Charley left RCA some 
months back, though talks are underway. 


BULLETIN 


@ Alabama's June Jam V on 14th June was a major success. 
A record breaking 61,867 fans attended, with entertainment 
furnished by the hosts, Gary Morris, Willie Nelson, Charlie 
Daniels, Mel Tillis, John Schneider, the Forester Sisters, 
Mark Gray, Restless Heart and guest MCs Ralph Emery, 
Rhubarb Jones, Charlie Douglas and Jim Vamey. Dick Clark 
Productions filmed the nearly fourteen hours of solid 
entertainment, segments of which will air in syndication this 
autumn, via a special entitled ‘My Home’s In Alabama’. 
Monies raised are donated to various charities throughout the 
State. And didja’ know - June Jam V is reportedly the second 
highest grossing country concert ever? 2 


@ ‘Jamboree In The Hills’, staged on 19th and 20th July 
was video taped this year, to be made available for home 
video distribution, according to officials for the annual 
event. The entertainment line up included the Oak Ridge 
Boys, Lee Greenwood, George Jones, Garry Morris, Mel 
Tillis, Reba McEntire, Ray Stevens, Ronnie Milsap, the 
Bellamy Brothers, Sawyer Brown and more. 


@ Tanya Tucker began her successful three week tour of 
Korea on 1st July. Emmylou Harris finished the first half of 
her massive tour, holidaying through the middle of the 
month. Then, with thirty ‘one-nighters’ booked, she 
resumed the second half on 21st July, through to 1st 
September. 


@ One of Detroit's big three car makers has reportedly 
approached Hank Williams Jr., to do a pick up truck 
campaign, while a major cola company is discussing plans 
for an Earl Thomas Conley endorsement. Country 
personalities already involved with corporate 
endorsements include Loretta Lynn (Crisco), Roy Clark 
(Hunts), Louise Mandrell (White Rain), Lee Greenwood 
(Coors), Jerry Reed (Dodge Trucks), Jana Jae (Walmart) 
and George Lindsey (Liberty Overalls), just to name a few. 
But, speaking of Hank Jr., he was appearing at the Hilton, 
Las Vegas on 8/12th July.” 


@ Willie Nelson has received the 1986 ‘Roy Acuff 
Community Service Award’, presented by the trustees of the 
prestigious Country Music Foundation. The board’s official 
citation recognises Nelson for his ‘leadership in the 
development of the Farm Aid concert, which brought 
unprecedented attention to the plight of the American farmer, 
and for the donation of his talent to a movement which has 
raised more than nine million dollars for farm relief.’ (See 
Mick Green’s comment on Farm Aid li elsewhere. 


@ Loretta Lynn was honoured this year with the presentation 
of the ‘Music City News’ ‘Living Legend Award’. Barbara 
Mandrell, winner of the award in 1985, made the presentation 
during the nationwide telecast of the ‘Music City News 
Awards Show’ on 9th June. Loretta, the winner of twenty-five 
other MCN awards, was awarded the fan-voted ‘Female 
Vocalist Of The Year’ award for an unprecedented twelve 
consecutive years. 


IN MEMORIUM 


B F ‘Whitey’ Ford, affectionately known as The Duke Of 
Paducah, died on 20th June at St. Thomas Hospital in 
Nashville. He was eighty-five; Joe Brown (60), known as Papa 
Joe in the Canadian country music group The Family Brown, 
died on 30th May while on tour in Ottawa, Ontario. The family 
group recently won Canada’s prestigious ‘Entertainer Of The 
Year’ award; Mrs Alvis E (Maicie) Owens died in Bakersfield, , 
CA., on 27th May. She was the Mother of country superstar 
Buck Owens; Bertha B Dorsey, better known in the music 
world as Ruby Falls, died on 15th June in Nashville. The forty 
year old entertainer died suddenly of a brain haemorrhage. In 
the early seventies, Ruby and Linda Martell were pioneers as 
the first black females to make the country charts. 


Legendary guitarist Joe Maphis told an audience at Jim 
Moses’ Cabaret in Souther Califomia on 3rd May that it 
would be his final public appearance. Doctors told Maphis 
he was suffering from cancer. During the evening, Joe called 
his old friend Henry Sharp to the stage and presented him 
with the Mosrite double neck guitar, which Joe designed and 


_ had made more than twenty-five years ago. Sharp is the 


chairman of the Bakersfield Country Music Committee. Joe 
and his lovely wife Rose Lee have become legendary in the 
world of country music. it was Joe who once employed a 
young steel guitarist named Barbara Mandrell not, as 
Maphis once told us, because it was a novelty to have a 
pre-teen ‘miniature’ steel player, but because she was ‘the 
best dum steel player around!’ Maphis is credited with 
Creating a distinctive sound for Ricky Nelson, The Four 
Preps, Robert Mitchum (‘Thunder Road’), Merle Haggard 
and Buck Owens. Sadly, Joe has since died. 


@ Our deepest sympathies go to George Strait and his family 
on the death of their thirteen year old daughter, Jenifer, on 
25th June. Jenifer, an eighth grade student in San Marcos, 
TX., public schools, was killed when the car in which she was 
riding rolled over while attempting a left turn. The eighteen 
year old driver, George Wilson Allen of Staples, TX., has been 
arraigned on a Class A misdemeanour charge (criminally 
negligent homicide) and released on a $2,000 personal 
recognizance bond. Any contributions you would like to make 
to the Jenifer Strait Memorial Foundation, PO Box 2459, San 
Marcos, TX. 78667, USA, will be donated to charities of the 
family’s choice. 
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TOWNSEND THORESEN HELP LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS INTO EUROPE 


TO BECOME THE FIRST EVER BRITISH COUNTRY BAND TO 
RETURN WITH A EURO MASTERS TROPHY 


@ TOWNSEND Thoresen made a dramatic last minute decision to sponsor Great Britian’s entrants, Louisiana 
Hellraisers, on the trip to Bruhl, West Germany, for the Euro Country Music Masters Competition. They were 
rewarded when the Hellraisers became the first British band to return with a prize from this prestigious fourteen 


nation event, taking the Bronze award. 


@ THE 1986 ‘Euro Country Masters Competition’ was 
held on 3rd-4th July in Bruhl, West Germany, the aptly 
named Phantasialand Leisure Park being the ideal 
venue to hold such a prestigious event. There were 
entries from Sweden, Ireland, Germany, Luxembourg, 
France, Poland, Holland, Belgium, Austria, Great 
Britain, Norway, Denmark, Finland and Switzerland. 


@ The standard of musicianship, stage presentation 
and dress overall, was of an exceptional quality and 
many of Britain's bread and butter club bands could 
have learnt a thing or two in how to sell their act. There’s 
no doubt several of the bands made a big impression on 
the TV and record producers, the sound engineers and 
stage managers, with their dedicated professional 
attitude, awareness and understanding and, above all, 
their attitude. Among these bands were Britain's 1986 
representatives, Louisiana Hellraisers and the acts 
from Austria, Norway, Holland, Germany and Finland. 


@ The first day’s recordings and sound checks were 
done in temperatures in excess of 100 degrees 
fahrenheit, until about 4 pm, when the event was hit by a 
severe electrical storm lasting almost six hours, totally 
flooding the whole region, which meant that all filming 
and recording was delayed, recommencing around 
midnight. By this time one band were, in the words of 
the very beautiful Dutch compere, ‘allen drunken’ and 
could not appear, so at around 2 am, filming was called 
off until the next moming, with Great Britain, Norway, 
Denmark, Finland and Switzerland having to report 
early for their sound checks to be carried out. 
Throughout the Thursday and Friday each band were 
‘toured around Phantasialand and filmed on several 
different site locations. 


THE COMPETITION 


@ So to the competition proper, which began at around 
9.30 pm (appropriately enough on 4th July, American 
Independence Day). But, first off, the excellent resident 
house band from Holland warmed the 1,500 plus 
audience with some varied traditional and very 
contemporary country music, as they eagerly awaited 
the commencement of this unique European event. 


@ Sweden's entry drew the short straw and had to begin 
the show, but they performed their two songs extremely 
well, with a nice driving sound. 


@ Ireland were represented this year by Ritz recording 
star Donal O'Donnell, who is an acknowledged fine 
singer. However, from what we had already seen, he was 
going to find it difficult if he was going to emulate his 
countrywoman and 1985 winner Sandy Kelly, who was in 
the audience to cheer him on. He had excellent backing 
from the house band, but the ‘impact’ was missing on the 
night. 


@ Next the moment the home audience had been 
waiting for. Country Green (nothing to do with a certain 
‘CMRU’ reporter) took the stage to a rousing reception. 
Country Green were ready to react, immediately 
launching into a very catchy, self penned song called ‘No 
More Sad Songs’. They are a six piece band featuring a 
very young, attractive female singer with a fine voice 
who, with an equally smart male partner, produced a 
good duet supported by backing harmonies. They also 
used the stage well for their set and the home audience 
gave them rapturous but deserved applause. 


@ Luxembourg were represented by the five piece 
band called Buffalo Wayne. They opened with a semi 
cajun style song called ‘Louisiana Rendezvous’, which 
featured some fine fiddle playing, following this with an 
adequate ‘Willie, Waylon And Me’ which had the 
Americans in the audience calling for more. 


@ France’s Christian Seguret opened up with Ricky 
Skaggs’ song ‘Heartbroke’. Another six piece band, 
they featured electric piano, acoustic guitar, lead guitar, 
bass, steel guitar and drums, Although they performed 
extremely well, it did not have the swing of the Skaggs’ 
version. They followed this with the self penned ‘Sweet 
Sixteen’, a good sing-a-long type song, which featured 
an extremely fine steel guitar solo in the middie chorus 
break. 


@ Poland's entry, Poker Band, launched into a very 
up-tempo version of Emest Tubb's ‘Walking The Floor 
Over You’. A basic four piece outfit, with their mixed 
stage apparel, they looked a typical hillbilly band. In fact 
they finished their spot with an old hillbilly song called 
‘Thank You For The Shoes Granny’. 


@ A band with a large following in the audience were 
Belgium’s Bourbon, a six piece group featuring two 
very attractive ‘Abba style’ female singers, electric 
piano, lead and steel guitars, bass and drums. They 
opened with the first of two self penned numbers called 
‘Bourbon On The Rocks’ and followed with ‘California 
Lady’, a real toe tapper with fine lead vocals from the 
drummer. A well dressed band, although their stage 
movement to me seemed a bit puppet like. 


@ Holland were represented by an act from the Dutch 
West Indies called Desperado, a full seven piece band 
fronted by the prettiest of young ladies. They also 
featured electric piano, steel, acoustic and lead guitars, 
bass and drums. They opened with a great version of 
Emmylou Harris’ ‘Luxury Liner’. The female lead singer 
had a good, powerful voice, lots of vitality and stage 
presence. Their second number was a male/female 
duet ‘If Only She Knew’, on which both singers 
excelled, supported by some very fine vocal harmonies 
from the rest of the group. Without a doubt they were the 
biggest hit with the audience so far. 


NICE CHANGE 


@ Itwas almost a nice change to see a bluegrass band 
take the stage to represent Austria, Deliverance, a semi 
acoustic five piece band featuring fiddle, banjo, 
acoustic guitar, bass and drums. They started off with 
the old standard ‘Panama Red’. With the young lead 
singer sounding very much like Bill Monroe and backed 
by very fine tight harmonies, this band were like a 
breath of fresh air above the humidity. Their second 
song was also a Bill Monroe classic called ‘Free Born 
Man’, with the lead singer picking some very fast flat top 
solos. Good musicians, well appreciated by the 
audience. 


@ Great Britain’s Louisiana Hellraisers had the 
unenviable task of following one of the liveliest bands 
seen so far. But, it didn’t appear to daunt them, for after 
the first four drum beats of their opening number, Ed 
Bruce's ‘When | Die Let Me Go To Texas’, the adrenalin 
was flowing both in the band and their audience, almost 
to a man clapping in time to the beat of the music. The 
Hellraisers responded with a very exceptional stage 
performance, although looking very thin on the ground 
compared to all the other acts, with just two band 
members standing centre stage. Andy on lead vocals, 
with that old Scottish grit, sang as if his life depended on it 
and with Eddy, Drew and Sammy providing excellent 
harmonies, their performance was electric. Their second 
song was an equally impressive performance of 
Raymond Froggatt’s ‘Because Of You’ and one felt that it 
needed only just one more chorus for the whole 
audience to join the Dutch and Belgian contingent who 
had already latched on to the words. They left the stage 
to rapturous applause, having definitely made a lot of 
friends with this performance. 


@ Norway provided the really big band of the 
competition, the Lindberg Johnsson band being a 
massive nine piece line up featuring electric piano and 
synthesiser, lead and steel guitars, bass and drums, with 
numerous male/female interchanges on lead vocals. 
From watching all the previous rehearsals and sound 
checks, | think it was generally agreed among the pundits 
that they were the pre-show favourites to win. They 
opened with Lee Greenwood’s hit ‘Where In Heaven On 
Earth Have You Been’. Done this way, it’s a fast, up- 
tempo song that could really catch on with British Line 
Dance fans. 

Christina Lindberg, a very attractive and stage mature 
seventeen year old (who in fact originated from 
Sweden), with a very good country style voice, was 
superbly complemented by O B Johnsson, who is 
regarded as one of the best male singers in 
Scandinavia. Together they produce a full vocal sound. 
Their second song was a beautiful ballad ‘Night By 
Night’. In the Kenny Rogers/Dolly Parton style, they 
handled this duet expertly. All in all a really excellent 
modem band. 


@ Denmark's entry came next, represented by a band 
called Boots & Chaps. They began with ‘Will The Circle 
Be Unbroken’, followed by ‘Guitar Boogie’. Country 
rock - come back Bert Weedon! 


@ Finland followed, represented by a five piece, very 
youthful looking band called Western Electric, featuring 
acoustic and lead guitars, banjo, bass and drums. Their 
first offering was a Ricky Skaggs style song ‘Heartbreak 
Express’, an excellent number written by their steel 
player. They followed with a real hand clapping, toe 
tapping song ‘Running The Road Blocks’. This brought 
plenty of audience reaction and much hand clapping. 


@ The final band of this mammoth event was called 
Roll Over from Switzerland, a six man group, featuring 
two acoustic and two lead guitars, bass and drums. 
They opened with the traditional ‘Working Man’s 
Blues’, followed by Steve Goodman’s City Of New 
Orleans’. Their brilliant version of this classic song 
brought the audience to its feet as they finished their 
set. They had very tight harmonies and good 
instrumental work and we were left thinking we could 
have a surprise winner. 


@ With the votes collected from the international team 
of fourteen judges, one from each country, (Great 
Britain was represented by ‘CMRU’s Editor, Colin 
Kettle), it was time to wait and see. During the dreaded 
wait we were superbly entertained by last year's 
winner, Ireland's Sandy Kelly, fresh back from 
performing at Nashville's Fan Fair. Sandy 
demonstrated, with her bubbly, vivacious personality, 
that she has now arrived in the superstar bracket 
internationally.. Twenty minutes later, with all the 
countries’ contestants nervously packing the stage to 
find out who would take home the First Prize of 2,000 
Dutch Gilders, plus the ‘King Cab’, a Nissan pick up 
truck valued at 12,000 Dutch Gilders, provided courtesy 
of Nissan (Holland) Ltd. (The First Place cash prize to 
the winner being around £4,500, plus the spin off of 
work and record deals etc.). The voting shows how 
close the various acts were. With no judge allowed to 
vote for his own country, the highest and lowest mark 
for each act being discarded, the voting went as 
follows:- 


SiANA Hellraiser | 


Germany 
Norway 
Great Britain 
Switzerland 
Finland 


® Thecontest was undoubtedly a huge success and the 
votes proved the standard had been high throughout. | 
asked all the German group afterward what they thought 
their chances had been before the event and through 
their tears of joy they told me ‘pure fantasy’. They each 
seemed convinced that Great Britain's Hellraisers would 
have won. 

@ So now the marathon was all over, it was time to 
sample some of that fine German hospitality and a glass 
of Schnaps or two before packing bags and leaving 
Phantasialand to head back to reality. The beauty of this 
event was the generous way the results were received by 
all the acts participating and the goodwill was genuine. 


2. By Cliff Stevens 
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BARBARA FAIRCHILD 


Irene Paterson 


@ There was a marked change in Barbara Fairchild, 
when she graced the stage recently at Nottingham’s 
luxurious Royal Centre concert hall. The familiar 
effervescence which once emanated from her like 
bubbles in champagne seemed uncharacteristically 
Stifled, and throughout her act she gave the impression 
of trying to elude invisible fetters. One close look in 
those sparkling brown eyes however, was enough 
reassurance that this engagingly vivacious and, child 
like lady had not in fact lost that appealing vitality, she 
had simply grown up. _ It’s all part of the new image, 
that this Knobel, Arkansas born lady is trying to project 
to match her. recently rekindled. recording career, as 
she tried to explain when | met up with her backstage 
after a very limited stage appearance had seen her 
captivate the audience with a voice full of emotional 
urgency and unfeigned sincerity. ‘Well, I've always 
been a kind of a ‘cut-up’, you know, (a kind of a clown)? 
Don was talking to me the other night about just singin’, 


because he thinks that’s what | need to be doing, (he 
really likes my voice you see). But it’s a little difficult for 
me to get used to that, just to sing and not clown about 
so much, but | have not found his advice to be wrong 
yet. Every bit of advice he’s given me I've tried to take, 
and so far he’s always been right!’ 

@ Don Williams has not only been responsible for 
providing Barbara with some well menat advice and 
encouragement in her career, he’s also a keen admirer 
of her quite distinctive vocal styling.It was this interest 
which motivated him to instigate moves towards that 
precious Capitol recording contract she now holds, 
which is‘soon to produce a debut album, co-produced by 
Don and his one-time collaborator Allen Reynolds, as 
Barbara related to me. ‘As you know, | was over here on 
tour with Don several years ago, we have also worked 
together in the States at different times as well. | had left 
Nashville and was gone for about seven years, living in 
Texas. When | came back | called John Dorris, Don's 


@ ’Photo by Brian Shelley 


manager, who’s now my manager too, and asked him to 
tell Joy and Don that | had moved back and to give them 
my phone number. While he was on the phone he told 
me that he and Don had been talking about me not too 
long before that and, that Don had said he wished he 
knew what | had been doin’, because he’s always liked 
my singing and he likes me personally too. He said he 
wanted me to call back in a couple of weeks when they 
got back in, and that’s what | did. Don has a company he 
and John call Hallmark Directions, which is an artist 
management firm, and they wanted to manage me and 
Start to work on my career, Don and | had talked at the 
very beginning about the possibility of his producing me, 
if we got a record contract, so they just started’ working 
on it and about a year later | signed with Capitol 


@ | asked Barbara if the album was completed and if it 
would be released in Britain. The glad tidings for her 
many British fans is, that it is, and it will be. ‘Yeah, the 
album’s finished, but it’s not out and | don’t know the 
release date yet. There’s a lot of Don’s flavour in it, also 
Allen Reynolds, of course, but | am so happy with it. | 
think it’s the best thing | have ever done. | didn’t write any 
of the songs on it, in fact | didn't even worry about tryin’ to 
write anything. We just tried to find possibly the best 
songs that we could find and do them. There’s a new 
Roger Cook song, ‘Too Much Love’, and we’ve done ‘All 
My Cloudy Days’, also a few other things, | hope people 
will really like it’. 


@ The album denotes a welcome return to the 
Nashville recording scene for Barbara, who left Music 
City in 1979 and headed for Texas, determined to get 
her life together after a bitter divorce. The mother of four 
children, Barbara had found her roving life as an 
entertainer too conflicting with her family role and so the 
decision to ’retire’ temporarily from the business 
enabled her to reassess her life and devote more time to 
her children. 


@ Barbara’s career had been fairly successful up to 
that point, with several chart hits spanning the 70’s era. 
It was an appealing little ditty called ‘The Teddy Bear 
Song’ however, that rocketed Barbara to the coveted 
number one slot in March 1973, assuring them both a 
place in the annals of country music’s most beloved 
songs and songstresses. Even today, ‘Teddy Bear’ is a 
much requested and often performed vital element in 
Barbara's stage act and one link with the past which she 
personally has no wish to sever. The success of ‘Teddy 
Bear’ led to a subsequent chart-topper with ‘Kid Stuff’ 
and, a near miss with ‘Baby Doll’ after which her career 
began a slow, but steady decline,with only minor chart 
hits in the mid 70's with ‘You've lost That Lovin Feelin’; 
‘Mississippi’; and ‘Cheatin Is’. 
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@ A successful guest appearance on Don Williams’ 
1977 UK tour introduced Barbara to the British public, 
who took the attractive blond with the warm, evocative 
vocals and engaging personality, straight to their hearts, 
keeping her a firm favourite ever since. She has 
appeared in Britain on her own merit, on several 
different. occasions. Since then she’s made 
appearances at both the Wembley and Peterborough 
Festivals, a show she in fact headlined in 1984. 


@ In the intermediate time between her ‘retiral’ and 
‘comeback’, Barbara made no recordings at all, 
although she had continued singing on a selective 
basis. | asked her about her music during that time, ‘well, 
| sang some. One of the things | did was to sing our 
National Anthem each year at the International Rodeo 
Finals in Tulsa. I’ve been doin’ that for four or five years 
now, singin’ it a cappella. Now that’s probably the 
hardest song in the world to sing anyway without doin’ it 
a cappella, but they seem to really like that and it’s very 
effective to do it withoutmusic. | didn’t really actively 
pursue my career at all,there was a time | really thought 
about giving it up completely’. 


@ Fortunately for the country music industry, Barbara 
didn’t ‘give it up’, but it wasn’t until 1981, and her 
marriage to Texan Milton Carroll, an evangelical singer/ 
songwriter, that she found a new source of inner 
happiness and renewed optimistic outlook on life. 
Carroll’s deep religious convictions helped Barbara to 
reaffirm her own faith, instilling within her an all- 
encompassing sense of well being and contemtment, 
that went a long way to convincing her to return to music. 


@ When | asked her what she wanted from a second 
career, | found in her answer a lady who has discovered 
something most people spend their lives searching for 
and never find, the secret of true happiness and the 


_ strong desire to share it with everyone through her 


music. ‘I love the lord, | love to sing and to perform, | have 
absolutely the most wonderful husband | could ever , 
have. We have four beautiful children and it’s really, | 
think, the best time of my life, it really is. | am so happy! 
The thing that means so much to me now is that! do have 
some real deep values that mean a lot to me, and | have 
something | wanna say. You can give life to people 
through music, the kind of music that Don has always 
done that’s so positive, so wonderful, or you can give 
death to it in negative things. | want t6-be sure that my 
music now has life in it for people who are listening. | 
don’t want to sing about depressing things myself. Now 
there’s some wonderful sad songs an’ all and |'ll sing 
some of ’em, but you know, you can talk about sad things 
without it makin’ you want to go shoot yourself! This is 
really the direction | want my music to take me’. 


INDIGO LADY TAKE 
BIRMINGHAM 
SOUND TO 
NASHVILLE 


@ ENGLAND'S all girl, 
contemporary country rock band, 
Indigo Lady, made their US debut 
on the Intemational Show 
presented at the 15th annual Fan 
Fair in Nashville. 


@ During an active nine day 
stopper in Nashville, Indigo Lady 
also played a guest spot at one of 
the city’s premier nightspots, The 
Bluebird Cafe, attracted the 
attention of several of the 
industry's record, publishing and 
management executives and 
visited a number of leading music 
publishing companies seeking out 
new material for future recording 
projects. 


@ ‘Visiting and performing in 
Nashville, as well as talking with 
artistes and producers, has given 
us a whole new perspective on the 
scene,’ commented founder band 
member Ingrid Bromley. ‘The 
music is far more broadly based 
than we ever thought and open to 
ideas which would be restrictive 
elsewhere.’ 


HELLRAISERS 
DELAYED 


@ Avery tired Louisiana 
Hellraisers, Britain’s entrants in 
the ‘Euro Grand Masters Song 
Contest’ were driving back to 
England for a booking on Saturday 
evening, but were hit by 
circumstances. 


ROUND UP NEWS FILE 


UPDATE ON COLORADO 


@ ON leaming that industrial 
action by marine traffic in the Firth 
of Clyde was liable to cause the 
imminent cancellation of a long- 
standing booking on the tiny 
holiday Isle of Cumbrae recently, 
award winning Scots band 
Colorado arrived a day early, 
thereby ensuring their eagerly 
awaited concert was not one of the 
casualties of the action. The band 
then proceeded, (despite yet 
another almost disastrous stroke 
of ill luck in the form of a severe 
finger injury to lead guitarist 
Gordon Davidson.) to give new 
meaning to that well wom 


description ‘total professionalism’. 


® This month, Colorado again 
visit Nashville USA to record anew 
album, following a period of 
acclimatisation with ‘new’ 
members Bryan Coghill 
(accordion/banjo/steel) and Allan 
Murphy (drums). Since the two 
new men joined, a change in style 
and attitude has followed a 
difficult patch last year which 
stifled much of their creative 
ingenuity. 


First of all they were held up by an 
accident on the autobahn in West 
Germany. Then they suffered long 
delays at the customs at Mons in 
Belgium and Calais in France. The 
problems were caused through 
customs’ officers removing the 
wrong carnie sheets on the 
outward journey. However, 
customs officers in Dover, on 
hearing their plight, brought them 


@ The addition of stellar young 
Scots musician Bryan Coghill, 
whose reputation in the North of 
Scotiand as a maestro player of 
the button accordion almost 
compares with Colorado's own 
standing, has enhanced and 
expanded the band’s repertoire to 
include many songs and tunes on 
country music's vast fringe. 
Gordon Davidson has recently 
introduced a custom crafted 
electric mandolin to the band’s 
considerable talents and shows a 
gifted affinity with the instrument 
that has added a touch of musical 
brilliance to their existing 
instrumental virtuosity. 


@ Combine this increased 
instrumentation with a keenly 
sensed aura of onstage rapport, a 
renewed zest for music itself and 
its performance ,with 
marvellously innovative and 
appealing mobility, plus 
Colorado’s revitalised unity and 
enterprising outlook and you have 
a band who are still riding the crest 
of a wave many though they had 
ridden to the full. 

Irene Paterson 


to the front of the queue and got 
them through very quickly. 


@ They eventually arrived at the 
venue at around 10 pm, more than 
two and a half hours late, but a 
series of telephone calls en route, 
to the show promoters, had kept 
the fans informed and the boys 
played until the early hours to 
compensate for the delay. 
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MARIE OSMOND 
THERE'S NO STOPPING YOUR HEART 
Promotional Video 


lam firmly convinced, that the way to 
sell country music in all it’s many 
forms to the younger generation, is 
with the use of videos. So when this 
short video was shown during 
Marie’s spot at the Silk Cut Festival, 
| for one was all for it. Unfortunately 
from where | was sat it was rather 
difficult to see properly, so a quick 
call to EMI/Capitol and hey presto 
the loan of a copy. 


Now I’m never really sure how much 
a video has to do with the actual 
song, but on this one we see Marie 
looking absloutely gorgeous, 
coming off stage after a show and 
quickly meeting some of her many 
fans. This is followed by a trip ina 
limo, a jet and a helicopter from 
which she emerges looking 
stunning, dressed in a check shirt, 
yellow top, jeans and cowboy boots. 
To drive offin a jeep into the arms of 
a little boy. Both Alan Osmond who 
directed and Merrill Osmond who 
produced, are to be congratulated 
for the pleasing visual imagery, 
while of Marie all | can say is that she 
looks and sounds Great. 


Clive Wynes 
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FANTASTIC FAN FAIR 


How Do You Judge The Success Of An Event Such As Fan Fair? 


IS it the amount of people who attend? If so, then this was the most successful ever, with registration being closed three days in advance, with a record 
breaking 22,000 people fully paid up, despite the recession that is supposed to be taking place in country msuic! 


@ |S it the amount of music that was presented? If so, 
success stared us in the face again, with not only that on 
offer at the Fairgrounds, but the host of other activities 
that now complement Fan Fair. There was a queue of 
fans each day trying to buy tickets from touts, some 
even going to the lengths of hanging placards around 
their necks saying they were in the market. They must 
have found plenty of good music and events outside to 
satisfy them even if they didn’t get in to the main 
attraction. 


@ For example, Wednesday alone featured twenty- 
four different events, starting as early as 8 am in the 
morning with the Benny Wilson Breakfast and going on 
until at least 2 am the next morning! You had ‘Walkway 
Of Stars Induction’ at the Country Music Hall Of Fame’ 
for both Alabama and John Anderson; T G Sheppard 
had a brunch; Ricky Skaggs and Reba McEntire both 
had picnics for their fan clubs; Conway Twitty had 
autographs and picture taking parties; there were 
different TV tapings featuring Billy Joe Royal and 
Loretta Lynn, Judy Rodman and Con Hunley; Helen 
Cornelius had a Get-together with her fans; Eddy 
Raven had a dinner and concert. Then there were the 
ordinary shows (did | say ordinary, sorry! Where else 
would you get this choice within a few miles of each 
other)? Atlanta and Buck Trent at Music City; Ronnie 
McDowell at the Stockyards; Little Jimmy Dickens at the 
Nashville Palace; Frank Yankovic at the Music Row 
Showcase; Nashville Bluegrass Band at the Station 
Inn; Hubert Davis & The Season Travellers and Clyde 
Moody at the Bluegrass Inn; Liz Boardo at Andy Jack’s 
and Joe Sun at Jake's Lounge. (Phew)! 


@ As | said, that was in addition to the main shows and 
when | add that the same night the Opry put on a late 
concert which included Charley Pride, Marie Osmond, 
Dan Seals, The Osmond Brothers, Johnny Russell, The 
Girls Next Door, T G Sheppard, Randy Travis, Joe 
Stampley, Johnny Duncan and so many more, you will 
realise that the fans were spoilt for choice and that, for 
me to even attempt to give anything other than a brief 
resume of the whole week would need a copy of this 


Memo... 


paper the size of ‘War And Peace’, The names 
mentioned above were just one day and not exceptional! 
Yes, if the amount of music on offer makes it a success, 
the week was a success with a capital S! 


@ Perhaps success is judged when something special 
or unusual happens. If this is the case, again the week 
scored with one or two remarkable events. Does media 
interest reflect the success of an event? Again, the media 
was well represented and well looked after, even though, 
quite rightly, the eventis aimed at and caters for the fans. 


@ But, tome, the overall success of the whole event was 
the stamina, enthusiasm, patience and good nature of 
the thousands of fans who turned up. In the hot, sticky 
conditions, it would have been understandable if some 
had lost their tempers. The queues were very long for 
them to see their favourites or get their food and drink, 
the seats in the open air in the sun were often like ovens, 
they had little time to get back to their hotel rooms and 
have a cold shower, traffic on the interstates was filled to 
overflowing at times and made worse by roadworks. Yet, 
despite all this | never saw any sign of anyone arguing. It 
seems that being there, seeing their favourites perform, 
getting their photographs and autographs more than 
made up for any inconvenience and discomfort and 
speaks volumes about the country music fans. 


THAT WAS THE WEEK THAT WAS 


@ It may only have been a week, but, by the end of it it 
seemed more like a month! 

The concert on Sunday 8th June saw Conway Twitty, 
George Jones and John Schneider opening Nashville’s 
bigest event of the year in style. The following evening 
saw the opening bluegrass show at the actual 
Fairgrounds, with legendary stars such as Bill Monroe, 
Jim & Jesse etc. 

Monday 9th June also saw the ‘20th Music City News 
Awards’. These awards are always voted for by the 
readers of the publication and, as always, it was not the 
artiste who sold the most records and filled the biggest 


venue who got the fans’ votes. During the show the Oak 
Ridge Boys, Ricky Skaggs, Reba McEntire and The 
Statler Brothers were amongst those who received the 
best reaction from the audience and critics alike. The 
last named group dominated the awards once again, 
displaying the loyalty their fans have for them: This year 
they picked up the ‘Entertainer’ and ‘Vocal Group’ 
awards, plus ‘Best Single’ (‘My Only Love’), ‘Best 
Album (‘Pardners In Rhyme’) and ‘Country Music 
Video’ (‘My Only Love’). Others who got a look in were 
George Strait, (‘Male Artiste’), Reba McEntire (‘Female 
Artiste’), The Judds (‘Duet’), Loretta Lynn (‘Living 
Legend’) and John Schneider (‘Star Of Tomorrow’). 


@ There’s no doubting that the latter was genuinely 
surprised by his award, so much so that he was not 
even on hand, but was eating barbecued chicken with 
his band when the news came over the radio! 
Apparently, no-one told him the show was on the 
Monday night and that he was on the short list! Star Of 
Tomorrow? From the reaction | saw this ‘Duke Of 
Hazzard’ get, both here and in the States, tomorrow is 
already here! 


ALL THAT GOSPEL MUSIC PAYS OFF! 


@ Up until that time the weather had been hot and 
humid, but with heavy rain every day, the whole open 
air events looked threatened, but there's no doubt that 
all the gospel music paid off and someone up there was 
looking after the fans because, apart from a light 
shower during the Judds’ performance, the whole 
programme was completed in the dry. 


@ With thirty-four sets of speakers set either side of the 
double stage, the sound engineers were probably 
grateful that they only had to cover them once and those 
sitting in the open at the front of the stand, were equally 
grateful that, having been scorched by the sun, they 
were not going to be soaked as well. 


@ The hundreds of booths taken by the stars and the 
record labels were all under cover and, as more and 
more fans poured in they got hotter and hotter, as the 
wait for top favourites could be as long as two hours! 
Meanwhile, down at the main stages the ‘sponsored 
walk’ of those wishing to take photographs of the 
artistes on stage had started. With so many wishing to 
do this, the organisers have compromised and allowed 
the fans to walk across the front below the stage and 
take a couple of pictures, but then they had to move on. 
Therefore you had a continuous stream of fans with 
cameras (often more than 1,000) walking round taking 
pictures and when it got dark in the evening, the 
continuous flashes made their own light show that was 
fascinating. 


@ The Songwriters Show was well attended, not only by 
the songwriters appearing, but by the fans as well. 
Appropriately enough it was hosted by Bobby Bare, who 
has done so much to encourage songwriters and a 
surprise appearance by The Forester Sisters, plus the 
performance by Mel McDaniel of the hit song of the year 
‘Baby’s Got her Blue Jeans On’, were just two of the 
memorable moments of the moming show. 


@ Atthe afternoon Mercury/Polygram Show, Tom T Hall 
turned in not only a lovely performance, but was an 
excellent compere with nice quips like the record label 
were ‘doing a special on my latest record, - buy one side 
and you get the other side free’! Katy Mattea had just had 
her first top ten hit with ‘Love In A Five And Dime’ and 
presented a very modem country programme. ‘The Boys 
Are Back In Town’ and this bunch of boys are The 
Maines Brothers. At last they are getting some of the 
recognition they deserve. Their show is fun, fast and 
furious and oh so visual - without a doubt one of the best 
live performance bands to see. Excellent! 


@ Johnny Paycheck of late seems to have spent more 
time in courtrooms than performing. Far from mellowing 
with age, this forty-seven year old has recently been 
given nine and a half years in state prison for shooting 
someone during a bar-room brawl last December. 
Thanks to Merle Haggard and George Jones posting a 
$50,000 dollar bond, he is out on bail and apparently, 
made his appearance while he plans his appeal.-Is this a 
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Fan Fair first? They say that many a good tune can be 
played on an old fiddle and Johnny's new single ‘Old 
Violin’ has given him chart success again, despite all his 
problems, but it was “Take This Job And Shove It’, that 
really got to the crowd. 


@ Two new artistes on the roster Larry Boone and Terri 
Hindsley were given one-song spots and then it was the 
surprise of the week, Recently an album has been 
recorded called ‘Memphis Rock And Roll Homecoming’ 
by the Class of '55. Each one of the four recording 
artistes is a superstar in his own right and has been for 
more than thirty years and three of them turned up 
totally unannounced. First it was Carl Perkins, who 
played a short set. He was joined by Johnny Cash, 
making his first appearance at Fan Fair for years, then 
finally Jerry Lee Lewis. The crowd were bopping and 
jiving all round the front of the stage and the show went 
on well into the afternoon. 


@ MCA's evening show was spoilt by the fact that, 
despite having two stages, for some reason they 
decided to use only one, leaving John Schneider to fill in 
the gaps as a solo act in between. As the longest gap 
was forty minutes, this seemed far too long and 
compared with the professionalism of the other shows, 
this was like amateur night at the mill, with all sorts of 
odd people wandering about the other stage. 


@ Steve Earle is an original in a rockabilly vein and an 
acquired taste (I haven't yet), The Whites’ harmonies 
were as good as ever, though my personal highlight of 
the show, Steve Warriner, is inthe pop country area, but 
has some excellent songs. His ‘Life’s Highway’ was 
currently number one. Reba McEntire is the female 
darling of the fans and gave them just what they 
wanted, receiving a great reception. 


@ Wednesday 11th June, opened with the All 
American Games and | won't list you those taking part 
because it reads like a country music who's who, but | 
will merely report that the Red Team, lead by Gary 
Morris, won. 


@ The afternoon Warner Bros Show saw Gary 
performing yet again, but this time to close the show. A 
man with a tremendous voice, some good songs and 
who is currently vey ‘hot’ in the States. Randy Travis 
opened and hosted the show and I’m sure he is an act 
existing British country fans will like. ‘On The Other 
Hand’ is Randy’s latest chart success. Souther Pacific 
are one of the modern country rock bands that British 
fans choose to ignore, so they’re probably better off 
being ‘Reno Bound’ rather than UK bound. Something 
that may interest fans is that Mel Tillis’ daughter Pam 
joined Southern Pacific for one number and is having 
some success as a recording act. Dwight Yoakam has 
just gone from a ‘name to watch for’ to ‘the latest 
success’ and | feel sure British fans will love him at 
Peterborough - hillbilly through and through. Crystal 
Gayle’s hair is longer than ever and now actually 
touches the floor. As well as her solo spot she was 
joined by older sister Peggy Sue and sung a duet with 
Gary Morris. 


@ As already mentioned, RCA’s Show was the only one 
affected by any rain, but The Judds showed why they are 
so popular with those harmonies, making you quickly 
forget the rain. Eddie Rabbitt sang songs from his first 
album for his new company, as did Reba’s brother Pake 
McEntire and another new name to me Keith Whitley, 
who I’m sure could become another George Strait and is 
someone | recommend British fans to look out for. 


@ Thursday 12th June seemed to dawn much quicker 
(are they making the nights shorter now)? and we were 
back at the Fairgrounds in time to see the Capitol/EMI 
America Show. Dan Seals was to take the top spot in the 
charts the following week with ‘All That Glitters Is Not 
Gold’. Well, maybe it’s not, but all that glittered on this 
show was! T Graham Brown was the ‘find’ of the trip to 
me and | can only describe him as country soul. Marie 
Osmond, British fans are familiar with; New Grass 
Revival are a new group, specialising in a modem 
bluegrass sound. They have a first album out with a track 
called ‘Sweet Releases’. | hope it will be! Tanya Tucker is 
one of my favourite lady singers and Mel McDaniels | 
have seen go from strength to strength over the past few 
years, What can | say about Sawyer Brown? Yes, they’re 
the pop side of country, but they’re fun and have so much 
energy, even in that 90 degrees heat. Rumour has it that 
lead singer Mark loses 4b every performance and | can 


@ Aview from the back 


@ Interview time:- The Bellamy Brothers @ The Judds 


believe it. If he keeps losing it at that rate, he will have 
completely disappeared by next year’s Fan Fair! 


@ Thursday afternoon saw me dashing around on 
other business, but a new company put on the MTM 
Show and a couple of their acts, Judy Rodman and Girls 
Next Door, are already having chart success. This was 
followed by the Independent Label Show, consisting of 
acts from various smaller labels. 

@ The fans’ love of ‘pure’ country showed again at the 
CBS Show in the evening, for although all the acts were 
well received, it was Gene Watson who won the fans’ 
hearts, but he was hard pushed by two more of my 
favourites, Lacy J Dalton and Larry Gatlin & The Gatlin 
Brothers. T G Sheppard opened the show and Lewis 
Storey made a nice impression for a new act. 

@ ‘T.G.I.F.' inthe States means ‘Thank God It’s Friday’ 
and by then most of us were agreeing with that 
statement, as fatigue was beginning to catch up with us. 
But, as Europeans, we had to be at the Fairground early 
because the International Show started at 10 am. 
Hosted by Charley Pride, the quality overall impressed 
both the fans and the industry people who saw it. 
Switzerland's John Brack drew the short straw and had 
to open, but had the crowd buzzing at the end of his 
three songs. Even so, the two successes of the show, in 
my opinion and the audience reaction, were Ireland’s 
Sandy Kelly, who had the crowd on their feet screaming 
for more after she closed with ‘I Will Always Love You’ 
and Family Brown, whose country medley had the 
crowd clapping and stomping along. Sandy has done 
herself no harm whatsoever, taking the long trip and it 
was nice to see Family Brown get that reaction after the 
recent sad death of Papa Brown. Another hit with the 
crowd was Czechoslovakian Karel Gott. 


@ | have seen the British representatives, Indigo Lady 
perform better. They looked nervous at the start, but 
had settled down by the last number ‘Rocky Top’. 
Nancy Wood represented Germany and Australia’s 
Lee & Ray Kernaghan completed the bill. 


@ The afternoon Dot Show saw the appearance of lots 
of the stars who are favourite names in Britain, Tompall 
Glaser, George Hamilton IV, Jimmy C Newman, Dave 
& Suger, Jeanne Pruett, Jeannie C Riley, Justin Tubb 
and Billy ‘Crash’ Craddock. But the top for me were 
Asleep At The Wheel who, again, I’m sure would score 
with both the country fans and more crossover ones in 
Britain. Brilliant! But, the one lady | must mention is 
Margo Smith. She had the same reaction with the Fan 
Fair audience for her yodelling as she got at the Silk Cut 
Festival this year. They whistled, they screamed, they 
stomped for more. 


@ The last show at the Fairground was the 
International Fan Club Organisation Show and it cost 
extra, but the fan clubs have been holding this show 
longer than Fan Fair! Many of the stars had appeared 
earlier on other shows, including Gary Morris and 
Randy Travis, but they also presented Johnny 
Rodriguez, Loretta Lynn, Ronnie Robbins, The 
Osmond Brothers, Patty Loveless, Freddy Weller, Lane 
Brody and Con Hunley. The one thing that would have 
pleased club fans here, they even had a raffle! 


@ So, that was Fan Fair, apart from the Opry over the 
weekend and the Grand Masters Fiddling Contest on 
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@ Hank Wangford 
the Sunday with Roy Acuff, Porter Wagoner and the 
world’s greatest fiddlers. | hope this short (short, 
Editor)? report has managed to convey some of the 
excitement, enjoyment and pleasure, as well as the 
tiredness that such an event can generate. But, please 
remember that there were sixteen hours entertainment 
going on each day and this report has only scratched 
the surface. 


THE FAN FAIR FRINGE 


@ There was much rumour going around Fan Fair about 
a romantic attachment between Wynonna Judd and 
Dwight Yoakam and when asked at the press conference 
if there was any truth in it, mother Naomi replied, ‘We're 
both in contention at this moment!’ 


@ Sharon White was asked if she had made husband 
Ricky Skaggs shave off his moustache, but she informed 
everyone that it was not her but their daughter Molly. 
Being a typical woman, having got Ricky to shave it off, 
she now wants it grown again. 


@ Tony Byworth of Byworth/Wootton, went up in the 
eyes of all involved in the music industry in Nashville by 
running out of petrol, with not one girl in the car, not two, 
but all four of Indigo Lady. | heard Ed Benson of the CMA 
say, ‘| must have misheard Tony, | thought he said he 
was overworked!’ 


@ Indigo Lady, having got over the excitement of 
appearing on the main stage at Nashville, were surprised 
to be offered another gig at a prestigious club. When they 
appeared, representatives from various record 
companies attended. It appears that girl groups are all 
the vogue at the moment, but even the States do not 
have one that is self contained and handle the musical 
instruments as well as the singing. The girls were out 
looking for songs to put on a new demo they were hoping 
to make on their return. 


HAVE GUN WILL TRAVEL 


@ The most worrying event that happened over Fan 
Fair involved Ricky Skaggs at a picnic he put on for his 
fans. One of the fans looked across and saw that 
another fan had a Magnum tucked into the waistband of 
his trousers. Police were called and the man was 
arrested. When they got him to the police station, it was 
found out that he did not speak a word of English and 
had travelled with a party from France with Gilbert Rouit, 
who I'm sure some British fans will know because he 
regularly attends Wembley and Peterborough with 
groups of French fans. Gilbert knew nothing about the 
man or the gun, but now has the business cards of the 
FBI, CIA and Chief of Police in his collection. 


@ The man was quickly dispatched back home, having 
just been fined, as everyone was convinced he did not 
intend to hurt anyone. It appears that he has a licence to 
Carry firearms in Corsica where he lives and every time 
he saw American TV they were carrying guns, so he 
thought this was normal and OK. What worried 
everyone was that he had openly brought the gun into 
America, despite all the checks at airports. 
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WKS. ON CHART 


THIS WEEK 
LAST WEEK 


ARTIST TITLE CHET ATKINS — The Best Of Chet Atkins — Camden @ GEORGE Strait’s seventh 
LABEL & NUMBER DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* CDS 121 7/CAM 121 7 . album for MCA entitled ‘No 1 Ps 
ee * * NO.1 &*& SKEETER DAVIS — The Best Of — Camden CDS recently released in the USA, will 
GEORGE STRAIT mca 5750(8.98) 2 weeks at No. One #7 1218/CAM 1218 be available in the UK from 
JIM REEVES — Old Tige — Camden CDS 1216/CAM 10th August as a low price import. 
(2) yap ul 4 | RANDY TRAVIS warner BROS. 1.25435 (8.98) STORMS OF LIFE 1216 The UK catalogue number will be 
| 3 | 3 | 1 | 14 | DWIGHT YOAKAM repmse 25372/waRwer nos (8.98) GUITARS, CADILLACS, ETC., ETC. VARIOUS — Country Chart Busters — Hallmark SHM IMCA 5750. 
IFORNIA 3189/HSC 3189 
| 4 | 2 | 2 | 17 | MERLE HAGGARD crc cozse AFRIEND IN CALIFO 6 aarnaiciee 
| 5 | 5 | 5 | 35 | THE JUDDS @ acarcune a-r042/AcA 6.98) (C0) ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM BIG COUNTRY — Seer — Mercury/Phonogram acclaimed in the USA for its mix of 
P 6 | 6 | 6 | 11 | EDDIE RABBIT rcanns7001 098) RABBITT TRAX MERI O7/ MERIC GF ballads, western swing and Texas 
: THE FLYING BURRITO BROTHERS — The Gilded honky tonk, jumped into the 


| 11 | 8 | 20 | REBAMCENTIRE mca'seo1 (8.98) (co) WHOEVER'S IN NEW ENGLAND 
| 8 | 7 | 4 [ 15 | RONNIE MILSAP AcA.1.7194:6.98) (co) LOST IN THE FIFTIES TONIGHT 


Palace Of Sin — Edsel ED 191/CED 191 


Billboard country LP charts at 
RAY LYNAM — Mona Lisa— Ritz RITZLP 0033/ 


number seven in its first week. 


RITZLC 0033 
717048. GREATEST HITS 
9 | 8 | 20 | 2 | ALABAMA a.rcanrns-7170,0 98) (co PETER ROWAN — T For Texas — Waterfront WEST @ The ten song album features 
| 10 | 10 | 7 | 15 | WAYLON JENNINGS mca sees .98) (co) WILL THE WOLF SURVIVE o11C George Strait’s current American 


smash hit, ‘Nobody In His Right 
Mind Would Have Left Her’, the 
western swing classic ‘Deep 
Water’ and Tex Ritter’s ‘Cow 
Town’. 


Pu {a3 | a | 13 | WILLIE NELSON covumaia Fc-40327 THE PROMISELAND 
EJERSSES JOHN CONLEE covumeia F-40257 HARMONY 
fas | [5 | 6 | THE STATLER BROTHERS mercury 422-826 782-1 M/POLYGRAM (8.98) FOUR FOR THE SHOW 
|G} 17 [ 19 | 5 | JOHNNY CASH AND WAYLON JENNINGS couumen 40347 HEROES 
15 | 12 | 12 | 42 | DAN SEALS emamericasr.17166.(898 WON'T BE BLUE ANYMORE 
16 | 16 | 13 | 35 | RICKY SKAGGS epic Fe-40103 LIVE IN LONDON 
| 17 | 18 | 17 | 24 | JOHN SCHNEIDER wca sess a.96) A MEMORY LIKE YOU 


Pas | a9 | a | CARL PERKINS, JERRY LEE LEWIS, ROY ORBISON, & JOHNNY CASH ci ass oF '55 
AMERICA/SMASH 830 002-1 M1/POLYGRAM (8.98) 


| 19 | 21 | 38 | 4 | TGRAHAM BROWN capo st 12487 6:96) | TELL IT LIKE IT USED TO BE 


CHARLINE ARTHUR — Welcome To The Club— 
Bear Family/Rollercoaster BFX 15234 

TEX RITTER — Lady Killin’ Cowboy — (Picture 

Disc) — Bear Family/Rollercoaster BDP 15209 

TEX RITTER — Singin’ In The Saddle — (Picture 
Disc) — Bear Family/Rollercoaster BDP 15231 


NEW COUNTRY 
SHOW FOR RADIO 


@ Anew eighty-five minute 


2 : country music programme will be 

2 [2 | 2 | 2 | 16 | TANYATUCKER camto.stza7acese GIRLS LIKE ME broadcast on four BBC 

3 || 23 | is | nt | THE OAK RIDGE BOYS mca 5714 (8.98) (cD) SEASONS local radio stations, starting on 

BS | 2 | 25 | 30 | 6 | NITTYGRITTY DIRT BAND wamen nos. 1253821698 TWENTY YEARS OF DIRT Tuesday 26th August. It will be 

e : produced by Bob Preedy from BBC 

Ee 2 | % | 25 | 16 | supy RODMAN mu rics0.e08 cd Radio York and it will be 

8 | 4 | 15 | 16 | 40 | SAWYER BROWN capiTot/cure ST-12438/CAPITOL (8.98) SHAKIN’ simultaneously broadcast by 

= Radios Leeds, Humberside and 

oo (8: FIVE- y 

s Bn HANK WILLIAMS, JR. @ warner/CuRs 25267/WARNER BROS. (8.98) E-O Sheffield. 

& | 2% | 2 | 27 | 38 | EARL THOMAS CONLEY rca nt-7032.6.98) co) GREATEST HITS 

B [QD] x | 2 | 42 | GEORGE STRAIT @ wcas605 <298) (co) SOMETHING SPECIAL THE GOOD NEWS 

8 

3 | 28 | 30 | 47 | 3 | THE FORESTER SISTERS waaner oros.1.25411 (898) _ PERFUME, RIBBONS AND PEARLS @ hicpancl ee heucaeeceiat 

= [alalela| THE JUDDS & RcA/CURS AHL1-5319/RCA (8.98) (CD) WHY NOT ME music series of programmes 
etween ur 

© | 30 | 27 | 2% | 35 | HANK WILLIAMS, JR. warner/curs 25328/WARNER BROS.(8.98) | GREATEST HITS-VOLUME I! ihe rom = a to 7.30 pm 


each weekday evening. There will 
be folk on Mondays, country on 
Tuesdays, classical music on 
Wednesdays, brass on Thursdays 
and jazz on Fridays. 


AND THE BAD 
NEWS 


@ The bad news is that off the air 
go the present local radio country 
music shows presented by Mike 
Storey at Leeds, Mel Hague at 
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ete 1 week at No. One JUDY RODMAN Humberside Sunday show. 
ares LET VOU MTM 72065/CAPITOL 
@I 3] a | ON THE OTHER HAND ‘ RANDY TRAVIS 
K.LEHNING,K.STEGALL (P.OVERSTREET, D.SCHLITZ) WARNER BROS. 7-28962 
@] 5] 7 | LOVE AT THE FIVE AND DIME KATHY MATTEA 
AREYNOLDS (N.GRIi MERCURY 884 573-7/POLYGRAM 
OoOnnE 1 WISH THAT I cout, HURT THAT WAY AGAIN T GRAHAM BROWN 
B.LOGAN (VANHOY, PUTMAN, CAPITOL 5571 
ont NOBODY IN HIS RIGHT ry WOULD'VE LEFT HER GEORGE STRAIT 
J.BOWEN,G.STRAIT (D.DILLON) MCA 52817 
®] s | 0 | ALL TIED UP RONNIE MCDOWELL 
B.KILLEN (R, MCDOWELL. B.KILLEN, J.MEADOR) MCA/CURB 52816/MCA 
ID] w[u| s | ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM OF THE RAIN THE JUDDS 
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Onn YOU'RE THE LAST THING | NEEDED TONIGHT JOHN SCHNEIDER 
J.BOWEN,J.SCHNEIDER (D.WILLS, D.PFRIMMER) MCA 52827 
OBRnRE SAVIN’ MY LOVE FOR YOU PAKE MCENTIRE 
RCA 14336 
fio} a | 2 [ul eRe Rar MADE TO BREAK (THEY'RE MADE TO LOVE) LEE GREENWOOD 
J.CRUTCHFIELD (R.MURRAH, S. MCA 52807 


= On STRONG HEART T.G. SHEPPARD 
2 R.HALL (T.ROCCO, C.BLACK, A.ROBERTS) COLUMBIA 38-05905 
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3 BOWEN.W.JENNINGS (D.HIDALGO, L.PEREZ) 
TORRE TASH eres 
. 
z | 9 | 2 | s | HEARTBEAT IN THE DARKNESS DON WILLIAMS 
FE Onn I'VE GOT A NEW HEARTACHE RICKY SKAGGS 
o R.SKAGGS (W.WALKER) EPIC 34-05898 
S Onn ROLLIN’ NOWHERE MICHAEL MARTIN MURPHEY 
ze J.E.NORMAN (M.MURPHEY) R BROS. 7-28694 
2 lap] 2 DESPERADO LOVE CONWAY TWITTY 
Ss C.TWITTY,D.HENRY,R. TREAT (M.GARVIN, S. JOHNS) WARNER BROS. 7-28692 
8 SOMETIMES A LADY EDDY RAVEN 
3s P.WORLEY,E.RAVEN (E.RAVEN, F.MYERS) RCA 14319 
s A FRIEND IN CALIFORNIA MERLE HAGGARD 
2 HAGGARD,R.REYNOLDS (F.POWERS) EPIC 34-06097 
$s I@® | 26 | 32 COUNTRY STATE OF MIND HANK WILLIAMS, JR. 
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20 Golden Love Songs — 
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EDDIE RABBITT 

RABBITT TRAX 

RCA PL 87041 
GOTTA HAVE YOU; REPETITIVE REGRET; 
BOTH TO EACH OTHER (FRIENDS & 
LOVERS); WHEN WE MAKE LOVE; LETTER 
FROM HOME; THREW IT AWAY; SINGING IN 
THE SUBWAY; THIS MOMENT; A WORLD 
WITHOUT LOVE. 


More contemporary country, or 
should it be more contemporary 
than country, from the handclapping 
‘Gotta Have You’, to the vocal duet 
from Eddie and Juice Newton on 
‘Both To Each Other’. Rabbitt Trax 
takes middle of the road singer 
Eddie Rabbitt well away from any 
possible country influence and right 
into the realms of Pop. There are a 
couple of nice tracks like, ‘Letter 
From Home’ and ‘Repetitive 
Regret’, but | regret to say it’s not for 
me. 


RONNIE MILSAP 
LOST IN THE FIFTIES TONIGHT 
RCA PL87194 
LOST IN THE FIFTIES TONIGHT; IN LOVE; 
OLD FASHIONED GIRL LIKE YOU; DON'T 
TAKE IT TONIGHT; HOW DO! TURN YOU ON; 
| ONLY REMEMBER THE GOOD TIMES; | 
HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE; 
HAPPY, HAPPY, BIRTHDAY BABY; MONEY; 
NASHVILLE MOON; | ONLY REMEMBER THE 
GOOD TIMES; MONEY. 
If you're looking for country music 
then this album is probably not for 
you, despite the fact that several of 
the tracks contained here have 
made the USA country charts. 'Lost 
In The Fifties Tonight’ is an album 
of Milsap Music, a pot pourri of 
fifties pop, soul and country blues. 
There’s some great music here 
ranging from the fifties style title 
track and the fifties type beat ballad 
‘Happy, Happy Birthday Baby’ with 
it’s wailing sax,to the heavy driving 
sounds on ‘Money (That's What I 
Want)’. In between are the slow, 
dreamy ‘Nashville Moon’ and, a 
beautiful Mike Reid/Bruce Dees 
song ‘In Love’. Anumber that owes 
a lot to the Ray Charles influence 
is,‘| Heard It Through The Grape 
Vine’. This is definately an album 
for either Milsap fanatics, or very 
broad minded country music fans. 


LEROY PULLINS 
I'M ANUT 

Bear Family BFX 15216 
I'M A NUT; KNEE DEEP; OUT IN THE 
SMOKEHOUSE TAKING A BATH; THE 
TATERSVILLE WOMENS AUXILIARY © 
SEWING CIRCLE; GYPSY ROSE & | DON'T 
GIVE A CURSE; METER MAID; WHAT'S HIS 
NAME; | LOVE YOU DROPS; SWIMMING AT 
THE BOTTOM OF THE POOL; I DONE YOU 
WRONG SONG; TICKLED PINK; 
OKEEFENOKEE; BILLY ROY & JACKSON 
SAM; YELLOW; S TREE TOWERS; WORLD 
WHAT HAVE | DONE. 
Another slice of country music 
nostalgia from Bear Family. This 
time they have picked on a one hit 
wonder (his self penned ‘I’m A Nut’ 
made the charts in 1966). Leroy 
Pullins has a rough hewn voice 
combined with the same weird 
outlook on life as Roger Miller or 
Shel Silverstein, the sum total of 
which makes for a very entertaining 
sixteen track release. Most of the 
tracks were composed by Leroy 
and taken from his two Kapp 
albums of 1966/1967 and stick 
mainly to his rather off beat view of 
life. ‘Billy Boy & Jackson Sam’ is a 
western balad with a rather 
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unusual sting in it’s tail, while ‘Knee 
Deep’ made me wonder if perhaps 
this was where Ronnie Prophet got 
the Harold The Horny Toad sound 
from. Occasionally Leroy does 
manage to get serious as on the Bill 
Anderson tear jerker ‘I Love You 
Drops’. Certainly if country and 
comedy is your bag then this is for 
you, even those of us without a 
sense of humour could still enjoy 
the good music on this album. 


BUDGET COUNTRY 


GEORGE JONES 
AGOOD YEAR FOR THE ROSES 
Showcase ship 146 

WHERE THE GRASS WON'T GROW; I'M 
PEOPLE; 4-0-33; THINGS HAVE GONE TO 
PIECES; FROM HERE TO THE DOOR; MY 
FAVOURITE LIES; TAKE ME; WHITE 
LIGHTNING; TENDER YEARS; LOVE BUG; 
WALK THROUGH THIS WORLD WITH ME; SAY 
IT'S NOT YOU; A GOOD YEAR FOR THE 
ROSES; THE RACE IS ON; DEVELOPING MY 
PICTURES; OLD BRUSH ARBORS. 


A Good Year For The Roses is a 
bargain bundle of early George 
Jones, containing eighteen tracks, 
most of which were hits for George 
between 1959 and 1970. This is an 
album of real country music, if you 
were not feeling down before you 
put it on the turntable, by the time 
you hear the pain in the Jones Boy's 
voice as he sings of lost love on 
‘From Here To The Door’, or on 
Things Have Gone To Pieces’ etc., 
then you should be crying along with 
him. 


A Good Year For The Roses is an 
ideal way to replace those early 
George Jones records that you 
should have worn out by now. Or, if 
you're a new convert, it’s a good 
way of getting hold of some of his 
early material at a reasonable price. 
| must say that not all the songs are 
downers, there’s the catchy 
rollicking ‘Love Bug’, ‘The Race Is 
On’ and the classic ‘White 
Lightning’ to add some welcome 
variety to both pace and mood. My 
favourite track is George's 1970 hit 
‘A Good Year For The Roses’ still 
sounding as fresh and vibrant today 
as it did all those years ago. 


TOMMY COLLINS 
NEW PATCHES 
Password Pass A0001 
NEW PATCHES; TILT ME A LITTLE TOWARD 
TILLIE; BOXCAR CHILDREN; SHINDIG IN THE 
BARN; ROOTS OF MY RAISING; HELLO HAG; 
SOMEONE ELSE TENDS THE GARDEN; 
LEMONADE LIFE; | LOVE YOU MORE THAN 
ANYONE (I'LL NEVER HAVE AGAIN); IF YOU 
CAN'T BITE DON'T GROWL; | WISH THINGS 
WERE SIMPLE AGAIN. 


Legendary songwriter Tommy 
Collins, he wrote ‘Roots Of My 
Raising’, ‘Carolyn’ and ‘High On A 
Hilltop’ for Merle Haggard, 
exercises his vocal talents on these 
1985 recordings issued here on 
‘Password Records’. Tommy 
Collins has lived life to the full, the 
highs and lows of that hard living is 
reflected in both his songs and his 
pained vocal style. 


Three of the songs here, ‘Roots Of 
My Raising’, ‘| Wish Things Were 
Simple Again’ and the song that 
was a hit for Tommy back in 1966, ‘If 
You Can't Bite Don’t Growl’ are solo 
vocal and guitar by Tommy. While 
the remainder feature a bunch of 
musos including, Gary Carter on 
steel, Bruce Watkins on acoustic 
guitar/fiddle, plus Cliff Parker and 
Bobby Whiten on electric guitar. 


Tommy's songs range from the 
humourous to the sad, but all reflect 
his somewhat jaded look at life. This 
is real down home country music 
and an album that | am glad to have 
in my collection. Just listen to the 
feeling that Tommy injects into 
‘Boxcar Children’ or ‘Someone Else 
Tends The Garden’, an excellant 
record and one | heartily 
recommend. 


DAVID ROGERS 
I'M A COUNTRY SONG 
spc 5014 

I'MA COUNTRY SONG; FAREWELL TO ARMS; 
I'M JUST TIRED OF HURTING YOU; HOLD ME; 
YOU'RE AMAZING; THE LADY'S ALL 
DRESSED UP FOR LOVE; WORN OUT 
DREAMS & DRESSES; HERE'S TO YOU 
DARLIN; HOUSTON BLUE; THE DEVIL IS A 
WOMAN. 


David Rogers has had a rather 
chequered career, with several label 
changes and quite a few USA chart 
entries over the years, but never 
quite making it into the first league 
(where he deserved to be). With a 
strong country voice that has a 
distinctive edge to it, coupled with 
ten good solid country songs, this 
cassette is among my favourite 
Silver Dollar releases. Again there 
are no musicians or studio credited, 
but it’s all down to some superb 
picking and punchy arrangements 
to complement David's great 
singing. From powertul ballads like, 
‘I’m A Country Song’ and ‘The 
Lady's All Dressed Up For Love’, to 
up tempo love songs like, ‘You're 
Amazing’ or the song about 
temptation ‘The Devil Is A Woman’. 
David Rogers displays his mastery 
throughout and demonstrates why 
he really should have become a 
major star. 


IMPORT PARADE 


ROBERT JOE VANDYGRIFF 
DEDICATED 
Music Park Talent MPT RJV 100 

BIG BLUE DIAMOND; TOO LONG; SINCE 
YOUR GONE; THE WAY TO YOUR HEART; 
NOT SO LONG AGO; VALLEY OF MY MIND; 
BEING A FOOL; THE ARMS OF MY LOVER; 
THOSE THOUGHTS OF YOU; A LOVE THAT 
DOESN'T WANNA DIE. 


| must confess to knowing very little 
about this Texan, despite his being 
a recent visitor to these shores. | 
really do like his brand of home 
grown music, an uncompromising 
mixture of pure country Western 
swing, with just a little dash of blues 
for added spice. Recorded at 
Reflections studio in Nashville with 
Hargus ‘Pig’ Robbins on piano, 
Buddy Spicher on fiddle, Pete 
Wade on lead guitar also Sonny 
Garrish, Weldon Myrick and Hal 
Rugg on steel. This album is 
faultless musically, but from the up 
tempo ‘Big Blue Diamond’ to the 
swing sounds of ‘Valley Of My 
Mind’ and ‘A Love That Dosen't 
Wanna Die’, vocally it adds that 
little something extra of his own to 
ice the cake. 


My personal favourite is the bluesy 
late night sounds of ‘Those 
Thoughts Of You’, one of the many 
superb songs on the album written 
by E Carson and C Streit. I'm not 
too sure about whether this will be 
available here on import, but if not 
drop a line to Center Stage 
Productions, PO Box 1, Sulphur 
Springs, Texas 75482. 


THE COUNTRY MINSTRELS 
COUONTRY PALACE 
Tonpress SX T 52 

| FEEL BETTER ALL OVER; CIGARETTES & 
COFFEE BLUES; DANCING YOUR MEMORY 
AWAY; THROW AWAY HEART; YOU'RE 
RIGHT, I’M WRONG, I'M SORRY; HERE | AM 
IN DALLAS; IT MAKES ME WONDER IF | EVER 
SAID GOODBYE; RIGHT OR WRONG; IT'S A 
COWGIRL LOVING NIGHT; TAKE ME BACK TO 
TULSA; ALL OVER AGAIN; HOUSTON. 


This is rather an unusual album 
becauseCountry Minstrels are a six 
piece Swedish band, while this 
album is a Polish release and is 
sung in English. Lars Holstrom on 
vocals has a pleasant voice, 
eminently suitable for the easy 
going style of music that the band 
perform, while Janne Lindgren’s 
steel guitar almost sings itself on 
many tracks, including Mickey 
Newburys ‘It Makes Me Wonder If | 
Ever Said Goodbye’ and Ferlin 


Huskeys ‘I Feel Better All Over’. On 
Bob Wills ‘Take Me Back To Tulsa’ 
the Country Minstrels really come 
into their own and make me feel that 
Western swing is their forte. Indeed 
alot of this album has that swing feel 
to it. This is not an album to take a lot 
of trouble looking for, but if you 
should chance across it while on 
holiday in either Sweden or Poland 
(well some people go there on 
holiday) then give it a listen. 


JOHNNY BURKE 

GOLD IN HIS MIND 

Acclaim CM12006 
STILL FEELS GOOD; HOLLYWOOD HEROES; 
A PICTURE OF YOU; TROUBLES ON MY 
MIND; TENDER HEARTS; EVERYBODY'S 
GOING CRAZY (BUT YOU & ME); LOOSE & 
LONELY; BABY YOU'RE ALL MINE; BAD 
TIMES & GOOD OLD DAYS; GOLD IN HIS 
MIND 


This latest album by Canadian 
Johnny Burke was recorded in 
Nashville and is released on the 
now Nashville based Acclaim 
Records label. People in the know 
say that Johnny comes across 
musically as a cross between the 
two Georges’, Jones & Strait, this 
time | would certainly agree with that 
statement. ‘Still Feels Good’ which 
gets the album off to a swinging start 
and Troubles On My Mind’, both 
have that easy going swing feel 
associated with George Strait, while 
the other George’s influence can be 
felt on the weepie ‘A Picture Of You’ 
or ‘Baby Your All Mine Tonight’. My 
personal favourite is Gold On His 
Mind’. 

Now don't get the wrong idea from 
the above remarks, Johnny Burke is 
no clone of the two Georges, just a 
blend of the best from them both. 
With the expected smooth, stylish 
backing from some of Music City’s 
finest, including Charlie McCoy, 
Hargus Robbins, Lloyd Green and 
Buddy Spicher. ‘Gold In His Hand’ 
is an album that should be in every 
country fan’s collection, | know it’s 
going to hold a special place in 
mine. If you can’t get this one from 
your favourite importer, drop a line 
to Acclaim Records Inc., at 

1602 Edmonson Circle, Nashville 
TN 37211, USA. Don't forget to 
mention where you read about it. 


REG WATKINS & LORETTA 
CORMIER 
THIS ONE'S FOR YOU 
Lone Raven LR 715 

THIS ONE'S FOR YOU; MY NIGHT IN LAS 
VEGAS; YOU'RE NOT LOOKING AT ME; 
CALGARY TOWN; THE BASQUE WHALERS OF 
RED BAY; THE NEWFIE BULLET; SUNRISE 
TRAVELLING BOOTS; THE LEGEND OF LOU & 
ROSE; THE ROSE & THE RAIN; THE BAYOU 
SONG. 
This is the second album from Reg 
Watkins & Loretta Cormier and 
again it is firmly in the traditional 
country style so beloved by many. 
With a mixture of duets and solo 
numbers there's a nice variety of 
both style and material. Loretta has 
a pure country voice that she uses to 
full effect on, ‘You're Not Looking At 
Me’ and ‘Sunrise Travelling Boots’ 
with it’s slightly suggestive lyrics. 
Standouts for me among Reg 
Watkins solo outings are, ‘My Night 
In Las Vegas’ and a driving train 
song, ‘The Newfie Bullet’. While of 
the duets, the opening track ‘This 
One’s For You’, (an ode to the fans 
and the typical drinkin problem 
duet)‘The Rose & The Rain’ stand 
out. Reg Watkins song ‘The Basque 
Whalers Of Red Bay’, leans toward 
more traditional Newfoundland 
themes which help to make a varied 
and interesting album. I’m told that 
this album could even be hard to find 
in it's native Canada, but if your style 
of country leans toward the 
traditional, drop a line to Lone 
Raven Records at, PO Box 18, 
Doyles, Newfoundland, AON 1JO, 
Canada. 


VARIOUS ARTISTES 
UK NEW COUNTRY 

Vol.1 Barge Records (BGE 12 1002) 
VICTIM OF LIFE’S CIRCUMSTANCES (WHITE 
LINE FEVER); RITA BALLOU (STROLLER); 
JAGGED EDGE OF A BROKEN HEART 
(HARVEY); LION IN THE WINTER (IONA & 
ANDY); OTHER SIDE OF THE HILL 
(STROLLER); IT'LL BE HER (BEN REES); JUST 
IN CASE (IONA & ANDY); SO YOU WANT TO BE 
A COWBOY SINGER (BEN REES); LONG HARD 
ROAD (STROLLER); | DON'T HAVE THE 
HEART (IONA & ANDY); DAYTIME FRIENDS 
(WHITE LINE FEVER); YOU BEAT ALL | EVER 
SAW (BEN REES); THANK GOD FOR THE 
RADIO (HARVEY); SOMEONE'S GONNA LOVE 
ME TONIGHT (WHITE LINE FEVER). 


This fourteen track compilation 
album, produced by Joe Butler, is 
the first in a series backing British 
country artistes, by the Liverpool 
based, recently formed Barge 
Records, who are licensed to Jay 
Cee Music Ltd. 

This album is a testament to the 
quality of British entertainers who 
are working our clubs, more 
especially in the North West region 
of England. 


Barge Records and RMC 
Promotions must be congratulated 
on their choice of talent for this 
showcase album. The participating 
artistes have chosen a selection of 
popular material from their stage 
shows to demonstrate their ability in 
the recording studio. The fact that 
the songs are all covers might cast a 
slight shadow over the album title of 
‘UK New Country’, but it does not 
detract from the quality of this 
superb album. 


Often in the past, British ‘country’ 
albums fell short of expectations for 
varied reasons, ranging from lack of 
Studio time to unsympathetic 
production. Not this one! This album 
has been treated with almost loving 
care, by a background staff who 
know and understand the problems 
of British country music acts. 

On sale now via your local record 
shop, it has national distribution. If 
you want to back British, rush out 
and order your copy. Every track’sa 
winner, | promise you. 


Brian Ahern. 
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@ HOW'S this for a country story? Farmer Jim Bradley of 
Oakerthorpe, Derbyshire, reckons his cows have been 
yielding more milk since country groups started using his 
fields for festival practise. Now, that’s what | call farm 
aid. . . I'm told Thomas Eastley College in Leicester have 
been staging country music for eleven years, but never 
witnessed a standing ovation until Firewater visited a few 
weeks ago . . . | hear Jimmy Buffet has written a film script 
of his 1978 hit ‘Margueritaville’. Michael Nesmith will be 
involved in the production. Meanwhile you can enjoy 
Jimmy’s new album ‘Creola’ . . . A slump in record sales in 
America has caused the majors to hike up their prices. The 
increases range from 8% on full priced albums to 20% on 
budget lines. Let’s hope the UK divisions don’t folow suit as 
is so often the case...In these days of high 
unemployment, it’s good to hear of someone getting a job 
after a lengthy spell on the dole. This happened to a country 
character in Rotherham. Well done Mike England. If this was 
a radio programme I'd play you ‘The Long Black Veil’. Dig 
it? ... Liverpool's Marie Lester has been signed to 
Diamond Talent of Nashville. Jay Diamond says that his 
agency have been after Marie for more than a year and that 
he regards the lady as ‘something special’. It is envisaged 
that Marie will have two records in the States this year, plus 
I'm told, TV and video recording dates are being arranged. 
An EP has already been released, ‘We're Not Angels 
Anymore’, ‘He Always Starts A Fire’, ‘This Ain’t The Number’ 
and ‘Mama He’s Crazy’. Recording session musicians 
included Tom Morley, formerly John Anderson's fiddle 
player and Paul Severs, Eddie Rabbitt’s steelie, who also 
doubles on dobro. 


@ Ricky Skaggs, who lately has been presenting BBC Radio 
2’s series ‘Hit It Boys’, has a new album scheduled for release 
next month. Meanwhile Ricky's latest UK single is ‘Cajun 
Moon’, culled from the successful ‘Live In London’ 
album . . . The Judds’ fifth consecutive American number one 
single ‘Have Mercy’ gains a British release on the RCA label. 
The song was penned by Englishman Paul Kennerley, who 
now resides in Nashville with Emmylou Harris .. . ‘Seasons’, 
the Oak Ridge Boys’ latest album, seems set to become their 
most successful yet, after gaining a top ten position in just 
three weeks... Dwight Yoakam, the Kentucky boy who 
based himself in Los Angeles because Nashville didn’t want 
to know, is quietly amused at the enormous success of his 
debut album ‘Guitars, Cadillacs, Etc, Etc’ (Warmers). Dwight 
makes his first visit to Britain soon, with dates at the 
Peterborough Festival (23rd), followed by three concerts in 
London, Dingwalls (26th), Mean Fiddler (27th) and Half 
Moon, Putney (28th). 


@ Another name for the future is Oklahoma bom Adam 
Baker, singer/songwriter/guitarist/actor who is currently 
recording his second album. Adam has already had a couple 
of singles in the charts and now awaits that lucky break that 
will give him real stardom . . . Also a new name to Britain is 
that of Lisa Childress, a native of the Ozarks who began her 
career at the age of nine with her family band. Outgrowing 
this, Lisa joined the Ozark County Jubilee, which helped gain 
a recording contract with the tiny History label. Her debut 
release impressed Nashville’s AMI lable, with whom she 
signed and who are quickly developing her career. Lisa, a 
beautiful brunette, is extremely talented, playing piano, 
fiddle, mandolin, saxaphone, accordion, drums and 
guitar . . . Here’s a name from the past for you country rock 
buffs, Rich Dodson. For more than ten years from 1965, the 
Stampenders were Canada’s premier outfit, releasing such 
albums as ‘Sweet City Woman’ (Bell) and ‘Hit The Road’ 
(Quality). Rich Dodson, the group’s singer/songwriter/ 
guitarist, is apparently now enjoying a solo career with his 
latest single ‘Your Own Kinda Music’ doing well on the 
Canadian charts and his latest single ‘Cruel Emotion’ 
(Marigold) charting all over the place. 


@ | received a cassette from the Liverpool based New 
Everglades and was mightily impressed. Entitled ‘Inside 
Out’ the tape contains ten songs that are either new to me or 
not overly exposed. It is so refreshing to find a group 
foresaking the ‘play safe’ philosophy to try something a little 
out of the ordinary. Tony Hainscough and Bernie Green do a 
fine job with the vocals, whilst receiving sterling support 
from Stan Smith (guitar), Les O’Neil (drums) and Canadian 
ace steelie Bob Taillefer. Bernie Green picks bass. Tracks:- 
Love Affairs; Ain't Nobody Lonely; Everybody's Got A Girl But 
Me; | Wouldn’t Change You If | Could; It Turns Me Inside Out; 
Don't Step Over An Old Love; No Good At Goodbyes; Daniel; 
Love You In A Song; Last Boat. | do recommend you try and 
get hold of this one. 


@ Now tell me, what's wrong with our country heroes? 
Since the Libyans conflict there’s been a lot of talk of how 
safe travel between the United States and Britain is. Movie 
stars like Elizabeth Taylor are not frightened, neither are film 
directors like Richard Benjamin and American pop stars are 
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@ Eddie Rabbitt surfaces again in Britain with ‘Rabbitt Trax’ (RCA). 


@ IT was atypical British 
Summertime evening (persisting 
down) as the Capped Crusaders, 
having heard the rumble of 
authentic Texas style hillbilly rock 
‘n’ roll, rolled into Manchester's 
inner city. As they stepped out of 
the Beatmobile onto the drenched 
pavement, rain bounced merrily off 
the thinning pate of the obviously 
elder of duo, sending becoming 
streaks of Grecian 2000 running 
down his aged features. 


®@ Screwing his faithful Union Jack 
cap firmly in place, he and his much 
younger companion, made a 
beeline for the welcoming portals of 
the Band On The Wall, a much 
frequented haunt of theirs that can 
always be relied upon to bring the 
best of live music to the North West. 


@ The man they had come to see, 
Jon Emery and his band, had set 
foot on British soil for the first time 
that very morning, straight off the 
Frankfurt Express. (Poetic licence. 
The train had, like the old flea-bitten 
curs the Capped Crusaders have to 
take walkies every night, stopped at 
every lamp post). Jon and his boys 
(and they are boys), Art Blondin 
(bass) and CT (drums) were 


BY PETE SMITH 


understandably suffering from train 
lag, but that didn’tstop them turning 
ina powertul, first rate performance. 


® Jon, who had made his way to 
Austin, Texas, from his native New 
England, via the Mid West and 
California, at the suggestion of 
Asleep At The Wheel, plays guitar 
as if he had been born with a Gibson 
as an extra limb. He sings up a 
storm on mostly self written songs 
that, like the Beatmobile, are unique 
and either cruise along smoothly, or 
hit hard driving speed with perfect 
precision, ticking along beautifully. 


@ Not only that, the man has great 
stage presence too, striking up 
contorted postures (much like the 
Capped Crusaders when they get 
out of their respective sacks in the 
mornings) to emphasize a particular 
passage, or stabbing his guitar in 
the air as a break reaches its brain- 
blowing pinnacle. 


® Behind Emery, bass and drums 
lay down a solid, high decibel 
rhythm that left the elder Crusader in 
awe and gave the younger 
Crusader’s ears a much needed 
clear out. 

@ In other words, the Jon Emery 
Band gave an excellent show that 
was more in keeping with ‘Austin 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all Leos 
and Virgos, including: - 
(2nd) Hank Cochran & Hank Devito; 


(3rd) Gordon Stoker (Jordanaires); 
(5th) Sammy Smith & Bob Braddock: 
(7th) Felice Bryant & Rod Crowell; 
(8th) Phil Balsey (Statler Brothers), 
Mel Tillis & Webb Pierce; 

(9th) Merle Kilgore; 

(10th) Jimmy Dean 

(11th) Jeff Hanna (Dirt Band) 

& John Conlee 
(12th) Porter Wagoner, Buck Owens 
& Jason Hawkins 

(14th) David Crosby & Connie Smith 
(15th) Bobby Helms 
(16th) Don Flowers 
(19th) Eddie Raven 
(20th) James Burton & Rudy Gatlin 
(21st) Harold Reid (Statler Brothers) 
& Kenny Rogers (23rd) Rex Allen Jr 
(26th) Don Bowman 

(27th) Jimmy C Newman 

(30th) Kitty Wells 


(LIVE REVIEW) 


@ They may be cynical old music 
scribes, but the Capped Crusaders 
thoroughly enjoyed their evening 
and, as the Beatmobile sped them 
back to their well secreted 
hideaways, even the prospect of 
taking those flea-bitten old curs for 


City Limits’ than Manchester city 
limits, but it was a great pity that their 
visit to England was such a well 
guarded secret. Of course, the 
Capped Crusaders knew about it 
(that’s their vocation and they have 
the bonus of two keen noses to 
smell out such things), but precious 


few others did and it’s very possible early morning walkies in the 
that the opportunity may not occur Pounding rain couldn't dampen their 
again. spirits. 


still constantly crossing the Atlantic. But country singers, 
those of the ‘Macho Image’ are forever finding excuses not to 
visit with us. Strange isn’t it? 


@ | was pleased to hear that Jeff Van Weenan, formerly of 
the Muskrats, is back on the country circuit. Jeff has formed 
a new band, Dixie De Luxe, that is packed with talent. Lee 
Richard (lead vocals/rhythm guitar), although only nineteen 
years old, has been performing for seven years and 
apparently his experiences on both sides of the Atlantic 
include a week at Faron Young’s club, appearances 
alongside Roy Clark, Webb Pierce and Buck Owens, a movie 
with Sting and a part in the TV series ‘Minder’. Bobby 
Davidson (lead guitar/lead vocals) has worked with many 
top British bands and has backed several leading 
Americans. Eddie McManus (bass/vocals) began as a rock 
‘t’ roller, working with Gene Vincent for four years. After 
Gene’s death, Eddie took to the cabaret circuit backing such 
Stars as Kathy Kirby and Julie Rogers. He also worked 
humerous sessions for top pop producer Tony Hatch. 
Pressures of business forced Eddie into a long rest and when 
he returned, fully refreshed, he was into country and has 
been touring with Jimmy Lawton, Kay Adams amd Jimmy 
Payne. Last but not least, Jeff Van Weenan (drums/ 
harmony). Jeff was with the Muskrats for twelve years and 
when the group split in 1983, he turned his attention to 
freelancing, working with such artistes as Jerry Naylor, 
Freddy Fender, Barbara Fairchild and Ferlin Husky. And 
that’s Dixie De Luxe, definitely an outfit to look out for at the 
Peterborough Festival Showcase. 


@ Canadian Ron Nigrini looks like having a possible big hit 
on is hands with his new single ‘The Drift’ (Oasis). Firmly in 
the contemporary category, the record has great crossover 
potential... Again a new name here, Linda Bond, has a 
pleasant single on the small Nashville label DOT. Linda 
composed the ‘A Side’, ‘I Wish | Didn't Love You’ and, whilst! 
enjoyed this, | couldn't find any enthusiasm for the flip ‘You 
Took Him Off My Hands’. 


@ The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band were one of the undoubted hits of 
this year’s Wembley Festival, judging by their support in 
‘CMRU’s International Awards’ Poll. The outfit celebrate 
twenty years in the business and if you would care to remind 
yourself what the group were all about two decades ago, can! 
Suggest ‘Early Dirt’ (1967-1970/Decal), a seventeen track 
compilation that shows the Dirt Band struggling to find the 
direction that would later make them a phenomenon in 
country music. In the early days, the group struggled with all 
kinds of music, vaudeville songs, raw bluegrass tunes and 


photographs 
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Byrds’ soundalike pieces, gradually trimming and developing 
their act toward country and rockabilly with numbers like 
‘These Days’, ‘Some Of Shelly's Blues’, ‘Rave On’ and the 
influential ‘Mr Bojangles’. A most worthwhile release. 


@ Eddie Rabbitt surfaces again in Britain after what seems 
a long time, with ‘Rabbitt Trax’ (RCA). Side One, recorded on 
the West Coast and produced by Richard Landis, features 
four songs penned in total or in part by a great new writer, 
Reed Neilson, ‘Gotta Have You’, ‘Repetitive Regret’, ‘When 
We Make Love’ and ‘Letter From Home’. The fifth song is 
‘Bom To Each Other’, a terrific duet with Juice Newton. Side 
Two, recorded in New York and Nashville and produced by 
Phil Ramone, features just four songs, ‘Threw It Away’, 
‘Singing In The Subway’, ‘This Moment’ and ‘A World 
Without Love’. A quality, if very contemporary album. 


@ That's it for this month. Always remember, there are 
stars in the Southem sky. 
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‘LET the people know there’s an American band trying to make pure 
country music again, pure, pure country music!’ 


@ Kentucky native and Peterborough Festival visitor, 
Dwight Yoakam is the source of those immortal words 
and, if his stunning musically faultless stage show is 
anything to go by, this young man will take 
Peterborough by storm and leave them clamouring for 
more. 


@ Signed to the major Warner/Reprise label last year 
after a self produced EP brought him squarely to the 
attention of the Nashville moguls, Yoakam recently 
released his debut offering on that label, ‘Guitars, 
Cadillacs, Etc., Etc.’ (reviewed in the June issue of 
‘CMRU’), which bears the supreme distinction of 
winning a British release, a sure indication of Warner's 
firm belief that their new signing possesses exactly the 
kind of sound that will appeal to traditionally diehard 
British audiences. 


@ Twenty-nine years old Yoakam, the offspring of a 
coalmining family whose roots lie firmly in the Kentucky 
hills, cannot remember a time when his life was not 
totally consumed by music. ‘When | was just a little 
baby, | was infatuated with music’, he says. ‘It chose 
me, | think! I’ve never been able to concentrate my 
energy of effort for too long on anything else since then. 
I've been playing since | got out of High School twelve 
years ago, I’m still playing and | still love it. Only now | 
have the opportunity to play my own music.’ 


@ Following a brief and uninspiring sojourn in Nashville 
after leaving High School, Yoakam headed for the West 
Coast and spent the ensuing eight years living and 
working the Los Angeles night club scene, whose 
audiences he credits with making enough noise about 
his talent to spark an interest in the Nashville companies. 
When asked if he was considering moving closer to 
Nashville to be naer his roots, Yoakam replied 
emphatically in the negative, saying it was ‘too 
claustrophobic’. 


@ As yet, British fans may only have had a taste of 
Yoakam’s recorded material, spiced by snatches of 
advance publicity handouts in the press. Excellent 
though his album is and steeped in tradition from his 
hillbilly upbringing, it pales in comparison to his ‘live’ 
performance which combines the energy of a modem 
rock band and the deep rooted traditional honky tonk 
music of the South. 


CMRU COVER STORY 


@ While in Houston, Texas, recently, | managed to catch 
Dwight and his outstanding band while they were 
appearing at Gilleys as support to another coalminer’s 
offspring, Loretta Lynn. He was in town to promote his 
new album and current single, ‘Honky Tonk Man’, which 
had been receiving extensive air play on Houston radio 
and which drove the diehard country audience wild when 
he performed it on stage. 


ARTISTE PROFILE 


@ Yoakam and his band have been together now for 
three and a half years and the ease with which they play 
and react to one another on stage are firm testament to 
the close musical ties that bind them. On lead guitar 
(and also producer of his album) is Pete Anderson, 
whose masterly skill on guitar frequently commands 
centre stage attention and admiration from both the 
audience and Yoakam. On fiddle and providing some of 
the tastiest fiddle breaks | have heard from a modern 
band in many a year, is Brantley Kearns, whose hillbilly 
dress style is the only visual sign of this young band’s 
musical influence. J D Foster supplies some compelling 
licks on bass guitar, while muscular Jeff Donovan 
(looking mean enough to have escaped from a punk 
rock band) keeps a meticulously athletic basic beat on 
drums). 


@ Yoakam rarely smiles on stage, indeed this strikingly 
handsome young man rarely smiles at all, preferring to 
promote a ‘strong and silent’ macho image which he 
carefully nurtures with occasional sensual glances from 
under his well worn beige stetson. The effect on stage is 
quite traumatic. He stands tall and thin in teeshirt, denim 
jeans and jacket and cowboy boots, picking an acoustic 
guitar and singing his heart out. Every so often he 
gyrates his long, lean body into action and will spin off 
around the stage to focus attention on a particularly 
expert piece of musicianship from one of the band. He 
will stand there, back to the audience for some time, 
absorbing the music and atmosphere into every pore of 
his being. Inspired by the intense musical ‘high’ 
emanating from the stage, his audience listen as if 
spellbound and, in the performance | witnessed, | doubt 
if one person left the huge Gilleys arena during his act, 
which in itself was an amazing reaction, not only to a 
‘first on’ support band, but also to Yoakam’s relatively 
unknown status. : 


DWIGHT YOAKAM 


@ As a vocalist and songwriter, Yoakam’s talent is 
undeniable. What George Strait, Reba McEntire and 
Ricky Skaggs have done for their particular brand of 
country music, Dwight Yoakam intends to do for honky 
tonk. The mere fact that he might not succeed doesn’t 
enter his head. He is aware, without being overly 
egotistical about it, of his innate talent and sees his 
responsibility for the acceptance of his music clearly 
and realistically. Yoakam is no-one’s fool, he knows his 
limitations and scope. He tries to imitate no-one, 
(brimming as he is with self confidence and talent he 
has no reason to). 


@ His slow, erotic movements and heavily accented 
vocals, combined with a unique gift for contemporary 
lyrical writing, make him a valuable commodity in an 
industry trying desperately to reach a younger audience. 
Yoakam has everything to attract that new audience and 
hold their attention. 


@ The Tulsa based Halsey Organisation who represent 
much of the world’s best known country music talent, 
have enough faith in the future potential of Yoakam to 
cast him to the British lions at next month’s Peterborough 
Festival, where | believe he is almost certain to steal the 
entire Saturday matinee show from under Chas & Dave’s 


kney feet. it is fact! 
Cockney feet. And that is fa 54 Paterson, 


em@ee@ee8 THE OTHER SIDE OF TEXAS 


When one thinks of Texas country music, one is almost always drawn to the ultra contemporary sounds of Joe Ely, 
Ponte Bone, Butch Hancock and Wes McGhee. But, there is an alternative scene (and one that is stone country) 
largely promoted by the independent labels. One such is BGM out of San Antonio, who is spearheading the 


movement to preserve real country music. 


@ THE label has four exciting artistes, all of whom have 
the potential to crack that magic Top Forty syndrome. 


@ David Price, an authentic cowboy, is a singer, 
songwriter, guitarist and fiddler. After graduating from 
Sul Ross University in 1975, David joined Red Steagall 
as leader of the Coleman County Cowboys. Whilst 
touring the length and breadth of America, Price 
worked with such luminaries as Mel Tillis, Charley 
Pride, Roy Clark and Moe Bandy. But, though he found 
a certain excitement in Nashville and on the road, David 
grew homesick for Texas and developed an urge to 
perform his own songs. Price returned to the ‘Lone 
Star’ and quickly established himself as one of the hill 
country’s most in-demand artistes. 

David Price can be heard to good effect on the album, 
‘A Texas Songwriter’, a collection of twelve self penned 
songs, all typically Texan in sound and style. Two of the 
tracks, ‘For Texas (Remember The Alamo)’ and ‘Hill 
Country Heaven’, have been released as a single. 


@ Billy Mata, the Texas Hatter, may make fancy 
headgear during the day, but at night he makes some of 
the most stylish music in the State. Of Hispanic 
heritage, Mata leads the Texas Tradition, one of the 
most sought after dance bands in San Antonio and has 
a style very close to that of Darrell McCall or early Ray 
Price. This extremely busy semi-pro, (when not making 
hats), has featured on such prestigious bills as the 
KKYX Great Country River Festival, the KBUC Birthday 
Celebration, as well as at numerous fairs and rodeos. 
Mata has also supported such top forty artistes as Hank 
Williams Jr., Johnny Rodriguez and Sammi Smith. His 
current single is ‘You Scare The Love Right Out Of 
Me/Let’s Cheat Again’. From hats to hits, that’s Billy 
Mata. 


@ Jay Eric hails from the small Texas township of New 
Braunfels, the scene of a rather tragic flooding accident 
in 1972. Jay never forgot this and, whilst in High School, 
formed the Blieders Creek Band with Bruce Schwartz 
(bass, vocals) and Matt Pfannstiel (lead guitar, vocals), 
with Jay giving up his beloved trumpet in favour of guitar. 


At the time the band was formed, Eric had no ambitions 
to become a singer, but, with gentle persuasion from his 
two buddies, gradually developed a really strong honky 
tonk style. The band was extended by the inclusion of 
Wade Jacoby (vocals, piano), Chuck Kirchhof (drums), 
Terry Heikilla (fiddle, mandolin) and John Klein (steel 
guitar). 


@ During the past couple of years, Jay and his band 
have made tremendous inroads into the country music 
scene by appearing on the Nashville Network’s ‘You Can 
Be A Star’, the ‘Wrangler Country Band Showdown’ and 
KKYX ‘Great Country River Festival’. They were also 
named second in the KJ-97 ‘Country Band Showdown’ 
and reached the finals of KBUC ‘Future Star Contest’. 
And that’s not all. The Blieders Creek Band have opened 
shows for most of the current top Nashville acts, 
including Gary Morris, George Strait, John Conlee, Lee 
Greenwood, Reba McEntire and Ronnie Milsap. 

All that is missing now is that elusive hit record and that 
can only be around the next corner with the single, 
‘Gettin’ To The Heart Of You’, coupled with ‘Worried 
"Bout The Blues’, gaining a top ten placing in all the major 
independent charts and hitting the seventy spot on 
‘Billboard’s top hundred. 


@ Kenny Dale was just another Texan scraping a living 
out of the honky tonks when, in 1977, his ‘Bluest 
Heartache Of The Year’, made top ten. A string of hits for 
Capitol followed and when these began to dry up, Kenny 
moved to Republic Records. Tiring of the Nashville 
scene, Kenny returned to Texas to try and revive his 
career. The move proved fruitful for his current single for 
BGM, ‘I’m Going Crazy’, is destined to become a real big 
seller. Kenny Dale is a superb performer, one | feel would 
be enthusiastically received in Britain. 


@ Avone Jones from Longview, was encouraged in 
music by her mother, a church musician and her 
brother, a square dance band leader. Avone would 
travel around with her brother from dance to dance 
singing a song or two during the breaks. This led to a 
radio show where Avone took her rightful place as 


@ David Price @ Billy Mata 
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featured vocalist. A TV show followed establishing the 
lady as a popular entertainer, but, after a few years, the 
lure of Nashville became irresistible. The move to 
‘Music City’ was helped by Tom Perryman, a partner of 
the late Jim Reeves, who persuaded Ernest Tubb to put 
Avone on his ‘Midnight Jamboree’ show. Like most 
ex-patriot Texans, the lady became homesick and 
returned to Longview, where she currently lives. In 1980 
Avone was honoured by being named ‘Female Vocalist 
Of The Year’ by Fort Worth’s Country Music Revue 
Association. 


@ Avone Jones is a fine singer, talented songwriter 
and polished performer, just awaiting that elusive hit 
record. Maybe it can be found on her current album, 
‘Expressions Of Love’ (Camille), a collection of twelve 
enjoyable songs, four of which are self penned. 


@ |’msure we've covered pretty well the story of Lore & 
The Legends in previous issues, but the story of the 


@ Avone Jones 


@ Jay Eric 


@ Lore (of Lore & The Legends) 


current Texas scene would not be complete without an 
update. The death of Tommy Lee Langley caused 
problems for the band and a proposed tour of Britain 
with Don Williams had to be cancelled. The band has 
now been re-organised with the inclusion of Lance 
Gray (bass). Lance, for the past fifteen years, has been 
a ranch hand and has been unable to rehearse due to 
finishing a round-up in Arizona (now if that ain’t country 
you can kiss my ... ). 


@ Another new ‘legend’ is Danny Barnes from Austin. 
Danny picks lead guitar, banjo, mandolin and fiddle. 
Russell Hill remains the drummer and Lore’s cousin Buff 
Oyos, a half Indian, handles rhythm guitar and harp. We 
can all enjoy the music of Lore & The Legends at 
Peterborough hext month. 


@ That's the other side of Texas and | hope you will 
agree, a most interesting side. It's certainly one we will 
return to in the coming months. 


Pete Smith. 
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LETTER OF 
THE MONTH 
PRIZE 


Each month now we 
shall be sending a new 
country single to the 
letter which the Editors 
consider to be the most 
interesting reading for 
whatever reason. 


It can be funny, 
sad, irate, 
complimentary, 
or anything else. 


If you need a reply send 
a SAE to the Editors, 


‘Country Music Round Up’, 
286/287 High Street. 
(Upper Precinct). 
Lincoln. LN2 1AL. 

England. 


Please 


KEEP letters short. 
Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 


ARE YOUA 
SUBSCRIBER? 


KeeKKK 


COUNTRY 


MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


can be delivered 
with your mail. on or 
about the 1st of every month. 


Annual Rates 


BRITISH ISLES . . . £10.00 
EUROPE... £11.50 


AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) . . . £14.00 (Sterling) 


Send your name and address 
together with cheque/P.0. payable to: 


Country Music Hound Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 

(Upper Precinct), 
Lincoln, LN2 1AL. England 


The Editor: 0 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


PIEIILIES 


Dear Editors 


Every month | pick up my copy of 
‘CMRU’, turn to the letters page and 
say to myself, ‘Oh, no, here we go 
again!’ | am referring to the 
argument over whether or not the 
Osmonds are country. You have 
heard from acouple of girls, now it's 
the guy’s turn. 


It makes me very sad when the 
Osmonds are slammed in this way. | 
always thought that country was 
country no matter who sang it. As far 
as I’m concerned, the brothers and 
Marie are an excellent country act. 
You only have to play their latest 
albums to find out they have always 
sung country, as well as many other 
styles of music. After all, they are a 
very talented family. 


| feel sorry for the small minority of 
fickle country music fans who don't 
like to see change. They are the 
ones who will kill country before 
long. 


One other thing. The Osmonds 
have never let their fans down! 


Yours faithfully 

Steve Cass (an Osmond fan) 
2 Keyway, Fordlands Road, 
Fulford, York. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


Through your great ‘Country Music 
Round Up’, can | try and set the 
record right about Dave White & 
Tranquility Trio, as current rumours 
about Dave have to be put right? 


| have enclosed Dave White’s 
‘photo too, as it’s been said Dave is 
a bit of a poser because he looks 
much like Mr Raymond Froggatt 
when he is performing, ie. the dark 
glasses. But, there is a reason for 
them. Dave is nearly blind and the 
dark glasses help him against the 
lights on stage that effect what little 
sight he has left. 


Also, when you have good sight, itis 
easy to stand in front of a mirror and 
shave yourself every moming. In 
Dave's case he can't, so he grows 
the beard. 


Dave can’t see anybody when he is 
on stage, so the bass player who is 
with them (Marie) sees him on and 
off the stage and keeps and eye 
open so he won't fall over wires and 
walk into gear. 


No newcomer to country music, 
Dave has been singing and playing 
country for about twenty years. His 
singing career first started when he 
was singing in the choir at the 
school for the blind in Bristol at the 
age of eight. 


So, please tell people who have 
called him a poser the reasons for 
the sort of lookalike image to Mr 
Raymond Froggatt. What God took 
away from Dave in his sight, he 
gave him back via a great voice, as 
people who have heard him will 
agree. 


Yours faithfully 


Mrs Beth Richie 

53 Wenelock Road 
Priors Park 
Tewesbury 


Dear Editors 


| read with interest the letter from 
fellow Hospital Radio DJ, Pete 
Larne in the May issue of ‘CMRU’ 
and | know exactly how he feels. | 
have been presenting a country 
music programme here at Dryburn 
for a number of years and, at times 
have felt like giving up. Like Pete, if! 
require new record releases for my 
show it means having to buy them 
myself and as that can be a little on 
the expensive side, | have to rely on 
the records | already have, thus 
making my programme, like Pete’s, 
a nostalgic music show. 


When | started my programme here 
at Dryburn, | wrote to a good 
number of record companies asking 
if it would be possible to have my 
name put onto their mailing list. In 
each case | enclosed a stamped, 
self addressed envelope. Some 
replied, some did not bother. Since 
then, over the years, records from 
any major sources have dried up 
and any records that have come my 
way have come from individuals 
rather than record companies and 
they are the ones that get played. 


Other people gave me help when | 
started out and to them | am very 
grateful. | owe them a great deal. 
Had it not been for them my 
programme might not have got 
underway. 

My thanks also to you all at ‘CMRU’ 
for my free copy. Without the info it 
gives me each month, | would be 
lost. 


So, how about it you big record 
companies? The Hospital Radio 
service in this country is bigger than 
you think. Give us a break. 


With thanks, Countryfyingly yours 
Alan Shead 

Durham & District Hospital 
Broadcasting Service 

The Studio, Dryburn Hospital 
Durham City. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


| feel | must put pen to paper and 
answer Pete Larne'’s letter about 
the state of the industry. |, too, 
applied for a press pass to do some 
interviews at Wembley. No chance! 
But, not to be outflanked, | 
wandered the stalls and what did | 
find? Hey presto! The Moody 
Brothers, George Hamilton IV, 
Vernon Oxford, Dick Woods, John 
Brack, Rattlesnake Annie and even 
Mervyn Conn. They all gave an 
interview with a smile and in the 
case of Vernon Oxford, Dick Woods 
and John Brack, gave me a copy of 
their latest LP. Although the Vernon 
Oxford one was there for me, it 
seemed to disappear (1 wonder 
where)? 


Now on to Pete's complaint about 
records. Granted, Hospital Radio 
does not receive any, but why 


Secretary, to see ifhe can persuade 
the record companies to send a 
copy to N.A.H.B.O. Headquarters 
and they could tape them for the 
individual stations. 


| would love to be up to the minute 
with trends in the country field. After 
all, who are these new groups (Sons 
Of The Pioneers etc.)? 


| think Pete is getting hot under the 
collar, but | am sure this is felt by all 
country presenters on H.B.S. | have 
four hours to fill and, being on the 
dole, | have to stick to sales and the 
freebies from the British groups who 
play the local clubs. (Take a bow the 
Duke Boys, Hickory Lake, Jeannie & 
Steppinstone and Poacher). | fill out 
with various interviews obtained at 
the Go CMC, Glaxo, Barnard 
Castle. 


Send cheque/P.0. to Country 
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£1.50 PLUS FIFTY PENCE POSTAGE 
Get Yours Now While Stocks Last. 


Inclosing, | would like to bring in two 
points. Hospital Radio is there for 
the patients’ benefit, so, if we (the 
presenters) have to struggle a little, 
but it makes the patients forget their 
trouble for a few minutes, hasn'’tit all 
been worth it? After all, a smile can 
lift a patient more than medicine. 


At least Pete has his free copies of 
‘CMRU'. We at Bishop asked for a 
change of address and never saw 
another copy. 


Finally, thanks to all the committee 
of Glaxo (Charles, Eddie, Cellio, 
Sylvia and the MC, Bill) for all they 
have done for Hospital Radio (even 
down to a reserved table) and to 
*CMRU’. Thank you in advance for 
giving me the right to reply to Pete 
Larne and remember, be busy! 


Smile and keep it country 
John Lamb 

Presenter ‘Country Sunshine’ 
Auckland Hospital Radio 

32a Escombe Road 

Bishop Auckland. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


No! No! No! | disagree entirely with 
D Whitby of Liverpool (Letters 
Page July issue), about too much 
‘round the regions’. Although | live 
inthe North West, | am interested in 
what goes on around the rest of the 
country, especially Cornwall, as 
that is where my favourite duo, 
Creeper are based and | keep my 
eye out for them being mentioned. 
So far | have been disappointed 
(particularly as there hasn't beena 
contribution from the South Westin 
the last two issues), but maybe if 
you print my letter this will just be 
the start of seeing their name in 
print. 


However, | would advise anyone 


going to Cornwall for their holidays 
to look out for Big George & Rick, 


photographs 


—— 
BW WES 
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who make up Creeper. | am sure 
you won't be disappointed and 
their debut cassette, ‘On The 
Climb’, is well worth splashing out 
on. 

Yours sincerely 

Mandy O'Hara 

20 Henshaw Street, Stretford 
Manchester. 


Dear Editors 


One of your subscribers recently 
complained about the bad press 
Kris Kristofferson gets. Your reply 
was that the man makes no effort to 
promote himself, so the bad press is 
his own doing. 


Well, the ‘Weirdo with the Beardo’ 
headlined n open-air concert in 
Cork in July 1985, which drew 
38,000 people and | would like to 
give my view of his stay in Cork. 


He arrived Friday morning looking 
like someone straight off Skid Row 
and, with TV and newspaper 
reporters all over the place, he 
muttered something about ‘being 
glad to be in Ireland’ and something 
else about ‘six concerts in Atlantic 
City running into ten concerts on 
account of Box Office retums. He 
was tired and jet lagged and needed 
sleep.’ The whole interview lasted 
about one minute. 


The following moming he gave an 
interview on Irish Radio (it 
transpired later it was part of his 
contract) and, with a voice full of 
Heavy Menace, he growled his way 
through seven minutes. The main 
points of the interview were:- 

1. The Irish people were a nation of 
poets. 

2. He was releasing a new album 
when he retumed to the States, 
comprising all new material (it 
seems he has paid little or no 
attention to songwriting in the last 
ten years). 

3. He was not one iota sorry for 
anything he ever did in his life. 
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4. If he took a fraction of the work 
offered him, he would be working 
365 days of the year. 


That was it. He did the concert 
Sunday and left Cork Monday. With 
the exception of the above he spoke 
to no-one and like, man, | mean no- 
one. 


Yours faithfully 

Austin Crowley 

17 Halldene Estate 
Main Curraheen Road, 
Bishopstown, Cork. 


Dear Editors 


The annual Oakerthorpe Drive-in 
Country Music Festivals 

held at Ufton Fields Farm 

June 1986 and 16 August 1986. 
are properly licensed by the 
appropriate authorities. 


In order to help repay the local 
community for their support, | am 
offering charitable organisations 
the opportunity of raising funds by 
means of games or stalls. There 
will be no charge and two people 
will be admitted free to the festivals 
to operate the stalls. Children are 
allowed in without payment. 


Interested organisations are 
invited to telephone me on Alfreton 
832644, or my daughter Ella on 
Ripley 43787, to make the 
necessary arrangements. 


Dear Editors 


| would like to obtain some of the 
Wembley photographs which 
appeared in your excellent paper. 


| enjoyed your Wembley reports 
very much. Good luck with your 
publication in the future. 


Sincerely 

Paddy Sullivan 

37 Fallswater Street 
Belfast. 


Eds: Thanks for your comments re. our Silk 
Cut Wembley Festival Reviews. 
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YOUR LINE OF COUNTRY 


THE WELCOME COUNTRY MUSIC 
CLUB CELEBRATING A DECADE 


Dear Editors 


lam convinced that the age of 
miracles cannot be passed when | 
now, quite disbelievingly, look back 
and realise that the Welcome CMC 
first opened its doors in July 1976 
at the Greyhound Hotel, with a 
show featuring our very own 
Hillsiders. 


Ten years on, 520 shows later (and 
| as Secretary, perhaps feeling 520 
years older at times), the Welcome 
celebrates its tenth birthday with a 
special show featuring the superb 
Raymond Froggatt Band on Friday 
15 August 1986. 

(When | get really desperate | shall 
publish my book, ‘The Memories Of 
A Supreme Optimist’, best seller of 
course and then Gene Watson, 
watch out)! 


The aim of the Welcome has 
always been to provide a friendly 
club wherein one can listen to good 
country music, live. | hope we have 
managed to do that. 


Each year we have organised trips 
to the many country music festivals 
and various shows, especially the 
Wembley Silk Cut Festival each 
Easter Weekend. We have all made 
so many, hopefully life-long 
acquaintances, whom we look 
forward to meeting each year. See 
you all in 1987! 


In conclusion, how does one even 
remotely begin to say a sincere and 
heartfelt thanks to the many, many 
people who have contributed to the 
Welcome’s success over the 
years? 


Thanks to all our supporters. 
Continue to keep it country, please. 
Thanks to the numerous artistes 
who have done The Welcome so 
proud over the years and who have 
had faith enough in us to travel so 
many miles on occasions, for what 
seems so little. Much appreciated! 
Thanks to the various country music 
radio presenters and Dus for their 
continued promotion. 

Thanks, last but by no means least, 
to Colin and Pat and all the staff at 
‘CMRU’. 


My irrepayable debt to country 
music will be to treasure always the 
memories of all acquaintances past 
and the lasting friendship of so 
many dear friends at the Welcome. 
Here’s to the next twenty! 


Patricia Hayes (Club Organiser) 
The Welcome CMC 

The Greyhound Hotel, East Lancs. 
Road, Leigh, Lancashire. 


Eds: Well done, Pat, we'll drink to that! 
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Dear Editors 


Just a line to say thank you for the 
July issue of ‘CMRU’. It hasn’t 
taken me quite so long to get round 
to reading this month’s news! 


The article on Reba McEntire was 
super, as were all the interesting 
articles, info, tit bits etc., and the 
letters page gave food for thought 
all round. | was particularly taken by 
Mick Green’s piece on the ‘pros 
and cons of tape levy’. If we are 
now legally allowed to tape songs 
from radio shows etc., | wonder, 
would it be in order for the DJs not 
to talk during their playing, or cut off 
the ends to say something 
irrelevant? Otherwise, we'll be 
paying for a service we only 
partially receive. 


Also, | wonder if the record 
companies do insert a ‘spoiler’ 
device to ruin private recordings. 


How will the radio programmes 
fare? As | understand many DJs 
tape their shows in advance for 
broadcasting. Will we be treated to 
a continual, high-pitched whine, or 
will special copies of LPs, singles, 
etc., be provided (surely costing 
more money again) for their use, or 
radio shows? 


It seems an awful lot of fuss about a 
small loss of revenue. | must admit | 
frequently tape programmes to 
listen to at a future time if | haven't 
time to hear them when the actual 
show is being broadcast. How, 
otherwise, an you listen to two 
shows, both going on at the same 
time on two different wavelengths? 
Ah, well, guess it will resolve itself 
eventually. 


I'm disgusted with George Strait’s 
remarks! He surely has an inflated 
idea of his own importance, re being 
singled out for terrorist bombs! I, for 
one, will no longer buy his records, 
or any other USA entertainer who is 
unwilling to visit our shores for such 
cowardly reasons. For each 
defaulter there are plenty of others 
who will fill their shoes. 


That’s all for now. Thanks again. 
Yvonne Evans 

‘Tristan’, 19 Fford Morfa’ 
Llandudno, Gwynedd. 


OOOOO0O 


Dear Editors 


| became a regular reader of your 
magazine just over two years ago 
and can honestly say that, out of all 
the other country papers around, 
yours is by far the most informative; 
covering so many different items. It 
takes me two days to read it 
thoroughly. 


I'm sure a lot of your readers will 
agree with me when | say that the 
record reviews written by Clive 
Wynes are absolutely perfect. He is 
not biased, but gives a truthful 
account of what he has heard. He 
may not like the record, but at no 
time does he deter others from 
listening to the many new records. 
He seems to always come up with 
records from artistes who are either 
forgotten or new, but in both cases, 
worth a listen. Keep up the good 
work, Clive, you are a credit to the 
country music world. 


Another good point I wish to make is 
about your birthday column, which 
gives details of artistes’ birthdays. 
This allows the readers who have 
particular favourites to send the 
artistes a card or a gift to show them 
they appreciate them. 


One small comment regarding your 
Wordsearch spot, compiled by Tony 
Anderson. Out here are a lot of 
people who are only just learning 
about country, or those who only 
have radio or the odd LP or two. 
These people would also like to 
participate in the game, but decline 
due to absolute lack of country 
knowledge, which leaves the 
competition to just a few people who 
probably have every country book 
and most records in their homes. 


One request | wish to make, (or 
should | say suggestion), which has 
been on my mind for some time. On 
the cover you always have a ‘photo 
of an artiste who is featured inside. 
Would it be possible to print the 
‘photo inside, without the over-print, 
so that people who cannot afford to 
attend concerts can still collect the 
‘photos of their favourite artistes? 
Your cover could always carry a 
registered picture of, say a country 
scene, such as is found in cigarette 
adverts, then your readers could 
recognise the magazine 
immediately by its cover. The 
picture could be changed yearly 
and your less well off readers could 
start a collection of ’photos. 


Finally, a word to all the readers 
who knock country music for 
whatever reason. | respect your 
right to make criticisms, but 
remember, the cowboys and 
gunmen who go to shows are still 
supporting country music with their 
cash. Also, the emphasis is on 
attending because, without a steady 
income, these artistes on the shows 
would pack it in and we have a 
tough enough problem as it is now 
trying to spread the country word, 
without people knocking it. I, 
personally disagree with people 
shooting guns or letting out rebel 
yells, because this keeps a lot of the 
genuine music lovers away, those 
who only wish to listen to the 
artistes. Having said that, | realise 
that without the guns and yells many 
venues would fold. 


For years now country music has 
been branded as the beans, boots, 
horses, yip, yahoo and spit in the 
fire kind of sound, followed by ‘My 
dog died, my wife left me and | will 
die with my boots on.’ 


Let us show the world that country 
music contains much more. There 
are songs now to cover every 
mood, sad, happy, comical, even 
the tragedies, mixed with murder, 
tape, love, happiness, marriage, 
births, deaths, weddings that last 
for two days and some that last for 
ever. Don’t knock country, enjoy it, 
because it contains something for 
everyone, young and old alike. 


| think | have made my point, so 
may | say thank you fora 
marvellous magazine and add that, 
as long as you have writers such as 
Clive Wynes, country will never die, 
because his love for country music 
is portrayed in his writing. Thank 
you for reading my comments. 


Yours always in country 
Arthur Pimbblet 


at 6 Aldwark Road, Dovecot, 


Liverpool. 


Eds: Thanks for your kind and varied 
comments on the paper and its writers. 
Unfortunately, as a monthly paper, we need 
different front cover ‘photos to identify the 
changed issues, for the newsagents as 
much as anything. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


| would like to reply to D Whitby of 
Liverpool, whose letter was 
published in the July issue of 
‘CMRU’. 


As this is a free country, everyone 
can voice their opinion and all 
credit to your good selves for 
allowing the space to do so. 


| operate a country music disco in 
East Anglia, sponsored by 
Kentucky Fried Chicken of East 
Anglia Ltd. and, unlike your 
correspondent, | am interested in 
what is going on in the other 
regions and am very sad when | 
read that venues are closing their 
doors. 


If anyone would care to check back 
to the July 1981 edition of your 
magazine, they will be able to see 
in Ernie Sears’ column (Southern 
Style) that | have been trying to do 
my bit in helping British country 
music along. | would also like to 
point out that | suggested to Radio 
Broadlands’ country presenter that 
he included a spot on his Sunday 
afternoon show for Irish artistes, 
which he did. He asked me to select 
the artistes and songs which | was 
happy to do. I was very sorry when 
the station dropped the spot and 
although | no longer help the 
presenter, | am very pleased to see 
the spot has been brought back by 
popular demand. 


Finally, | would like to thank all the 
artistes and record companies for 
sending discs and cassettes along 
to me to help the public to hear 
British country music. As you are 
well aware, there are some great 
British bands. | am sure they would 
go from strength to strength if only 
they were given the same 
opportunity and backing as their 
American counterparts. 


Yours countryfied 

George Moody 

Kentucky Fried Sounds 

20 Rigbourne Hill, Beccles, Suffolk. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


As akeen fan of Australian and New 
Zealand's country music, | have 
around 300 records from that part of 
the world, all but a dozen or so of 
which were imported. Just like 
America, Australia has its own super 
stars. The biggest of course is 
Australian ‘king of country’ and a 
legend in his own time, Slim Dusty. 
Every record he releases is a big hit, 
all his LPs go into the top twenty LP 
charts and all but a few reach 
number one. 

Other big names out there are 
Buddy Williams, Stan Hawking, Reg 
Lindsay, Reg Poole, Tex Morton, 
Patsy Riggis and Jean Stafford, to 
name a few, as space would not 
allow me to list the rest. 


| have tried over the years to get 
radio stations and Dus interested in 
Australian and New Zealand 
country music, but they are only 
interested in American country 
music. But, | must give credit to 
Gerry Ford and Noel Cannon of 
BBC Radio Scotland and Fat Sam of 
Hometown Radio Castleblaney, 
who play some from time to time. 


Other radio stations and DJs say 
they will not play Australian country 
music because it is not available 
over here. They say people would 
be writing to find out where they can 
get these records. The more people 
who write and ask the better | would 
think, as it would let record 
companies see there is an interest 
in Australian country music acts. 


Looking back to the fifties, when 
most American country records 
were only on import, if the radio 
stations then had taken the same 
attitude as they are now towards 
Australian country music, then 
American product would not be on 


Dear Editors 


| am writing in hope that you will 
publish my letter in your next edition 
of ‘CMRU’. | have only recently 


Pe] 


general release they way it is today. 
The record companies won't 
release Australian records because 
the public know nothing about them 
and it seems radio stations or DJs, 
generally, have their way, then they 
will never find out how good 
Australian country music and its 
acts are. 


Richard Dudgeon 
10 Kitchener Street, Belfast. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


As a subscriber to ‘CMRU’, | must 
say | was disappointed in the lack of 
coverage you gave recording artiste 
James H Robinson. To date | have 
seen very little attention given to any 
Canadian artiste in ‘CMRU’. The 
country music scene is no longer 
confined to the USA, so why does 
everyone go on kissing their 
behinds? Let's face it, this type of 
music originated in the UK anyway. 


There is a big country music industry 


growing in Canada that could bring - 


you more advertising dollars, as well 
as readers. However, I’m sure that 
they too would like to see more 
Canadian coverage. 


| intend to go on reading as well as 
advertising in ‘CMRU’, what does 
‘CMRU'’ intend to do about the 
noticeable lack of Canadian 
coverage? 


Regards 

Bob Hathaway 

Skyhigh Records 

PO Box 1414, Uxbridge, Ontario, 
Canada LOC 1KD 


Eds: Exactly what it always does, keep trying 
to fit a mixed quart into a pint pot. Still, it 
makes a change from, ‘what about more 
British, more Irish, more Scottish, why not 
some Dutch etc.,’ even ‘why not more 
American features.’ We don’t think we can 
ever please everyone, but we do value your 
support. 


discovered your paper, thanks to 
one of the prison officers who is a 
fanatic country music fan. I’m very 
impressed by the amount of 
coverage you give to the not so well 
known artistes, as well as the top 
country stars. 


Until | was made a compulsory 
guest of Her Majesty’s ‘hotel’, 

| was apub andclub entertainer 
withinthe Midlands area. 

| was really getting 


into country music. 
However, | fell 


SZ 
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Tati 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


FOR SALE 


COUNTRY LP’s 


Second Hand Deletions/Rarities 
Huge Selection at set prices 


Senda large S.A.E. to: 
J & J COUNTRY SALES 
OAKRIDGES. SHOOTERS WAY 
BERKHAMSTED. HERTS. 


J & J COUNTRY SALES 
also buy your unwanted LPs 
Telephone: (04427) 5871 

Buyer will call with cash and 
make an immediate offer 
for the lot 


HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estern 


Nee 


26 Parkside Avenue. Romford, 
Essex, RM1 4ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 
Western advertisers in this publication, 


by the wayside and I found myself in 
court (not for any drugs or violence) 
and as | had no family to turn to, | 
was sent down for three years. 


I'm thirty-three years old, with one 
problem, | don’t get any letters or 
visits. I'm not trying to sell anyone a 
sad, sob story, because | accept 
that I broke the law and quite rightly | 
must pay my debt to society. 


All | would like to ask as a truly 
dedicated fan and performer of 
country music, is for any ladies who 
would like to write as a pen friend to 
discuss anything at all. It would be 
really great knowing that all us 
country music lovers stand by each 
other, regardless of who or what we 
are. We all make mistakes, but we 
learn by them. 


Dave Broomhead 
(Number C58084). B Wing 
HM Prison Stocken 
Stocken Hall Road 
Stretton, Nr. Oakham 
Leicester. 


HOW YOUR VOTES COUNTED 
IN OUR PUBLIC OPINION POLL1986 


TO BE PRESENTED ON STAGE AT PETERBOROUGH 
DURING THE SUNDAY CONCERT 


@ NEW AWARDS @ NEW CONCEPT @ NEW PRESENTATION © NEW VENUE 
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NGRaTULATIONS 


~ RAY LYNAM 
AND 


-PHILOMENA BEGLEY 
FROM RITZ RECORDS, 
THE UK’S LEADING COUNTRY LABEL. 


Nominee fi nalists in the 
“COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP’ 
International Country Music Awards. 


Nominated for: 
Most Popular British Duo 
\ (Ray. Lynam & Philomena Begley) 
\\-Most Popular International. Duo 
‘(Ray Lynam & 
Philomena Begley) 
Most Popular British 
(Female) Solo Act 
(Philomena Begley) 


Albums and cassettes in your local record shops now: 


Other great albums and tapes available by: 
Daniel O’ Donnell, Ricky Skaggs, Patsy Cline, 
Billie Jo Spears, George Jones and Foster are Allen. 


Watch out for more new County releases from Ay ( 
ait 


Ritz Records 7 Garrick Street Covent Garden London 
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e We’re not too big 
to lend ahand. 


e TRI-SON NEWS © TRI-SON PROMOTIONS | 


Cakes. Ons! 


© INTEBNATIONAL FAN CLUB ORGANIZATION 
© LORETIA LYNN INIL. FAN CLUB 


( MAB) 
\ I 
Fon ¢ 


Loudal a. Lonvtta GO Kay’ ¢ ohanson 

| ey OILS 
W1 lsd Horse, CO, 80862 

Phone ~ 303-962-3543 


Wher yous wok speaks Via Oil. av (ule afl” 


CLINE ooo 


and her band Southern Comfort 


Thanks to everyone 
who gave us their vote 
in the 1986 


Country Music Round Up 
International Awards’. 


COLORADO 


# would like to thank all the readers 
of ‘Country Music Round Up’ 
"for their support 
in the ‘1986 


International 


Country Music 
_ Awards’. 


For enquiries, tel: (0482) 507063 


2 would like to thank everyone who nominated 
= them in the ‘1986 Country Music Round Up 
= International Country Music Awards’ poll. 


= — We would also like to thank everyone for their 
= Support at the clubs and concerts on our recent 
= nationwide tours. 


= Management:- 

= -R Cameron, Achnaclyth, 

% Roadside, Tannach, Wick, Caithness. 
= Tel:~ Wick (0955) 2646 


and Bryan. 


Tel: (04083) 3609 
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SDSS SSS SNR N MEM RN RRM RNR RN CSCS NSC OC Sd 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP INTERNATIONAL AWARDS SUPPLEMENT 1986 PAGE THREE 


BULK RATE 
U. 8. POSTAGE 


‘My warm and sincere thanks to you all for the support 
and continued affection you have shown me in the nine years 
| have been singing country music. 


PAID 


CLOVIS, N. M 
PERMIT No. 5 


Thank you for voting for me.’ 


CLOVIS 


would like to say a real big thank you 
to all our fans who voted for us in the 
‘1986 Country Music Round Up 

International Country Music Awards’. 


See you all soon. 
For enquiries, tel:- (0633) 57086. 


ay 


Thanks again to everyone who 
voted for our nomination in the 
Country Music Round Up 
International Awards’ 1986 


and good luck to all 
other nominees. 


@ Lewis Vaughan Promotions congratulate Sandi Hart on her 
nomination for the ‘Most Popular British Female Artiste’ in the 
‘1986 Country Music Round Up International Awards’ and 
would be happy to speak with you regarding bookings for 
Sandi on the telephone numbers provided. 


(0670) 360036-day 
(0670) 353859-evening 


HICKORY LAKE 


‘Country Band’ 


Enquiries:- Vic Woodhouse (0279) 39407 


‘Country Music Round Up’ 
International Country Music Awards’. 


Hello again, 


@ As another year passes, how proud I feel to have 
entertained you for so long, working among so many 
great artistes whom I now know as friends and have 
come to admire so much. 


AMPBELLS 
OUNTRY x 


would like to thank all of our friends 
and fans who nominated us for the 


@ I hope my performances and professional conduct 
have been worthy of the great honour that you continue 
to see fit to bestow upon me. 


@ On behalf of myself and all of the British performers, 
I thank you for creating and maintaining the British 
country music scene, while the music industry sees fit, 
in its infinite wisdom, to ignore us. 


‘Country Music Round Up’ 
International Country Music Awards 


@ I knowthat everyone can’t like me, professionally or 
personally, but I hope you know that I will continue to 
try and live up to the standard of your own magnificent 
effort to preserve the music you love. 


@ I will see you at the clubs, at the festivals and I look 
forward to our theatre tours during October. 


@ Good luck 
my thanks again 


‘RAYMOND FROGGATT 


AAMPBELLS 
OUNTRY x 


CLIO: E3RS 
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OAK RIDGE BOYS” | 


Stason = 
4 Fe > 


ade 


OAK RIDGE BOYS 
Seasons 
Album MCF 3307.Cassette MCFC 3307 


THE BELLAMY BROTHERS 
- Best 
Album MCF 3248 Cassette MCFC 3248 


JOHN SCHNEIDER 
A Memory Like You 
Album IMCA 5668 


REBA McENTIRE 
Just A Little Love 
Album IMCA 5475 


MCA RECORDS 


GEORGE STRAIT 
Something Special 
Album MCF 3306 Cassette MCFC 3306 


; 
a 


Many Thanks To The Country Music 
Fans In Britain For Nominating Us As The 


yy Ms joody & Most Promising International Act 


Of The 
1986 International Country Music Awards. 
HOPE TO SEE YOU DURING OUR FALL TOUR! 
Sept.— 13—— Basildon, Essex 
14 Whitney 
18 York 


19 Stockport 
al 21-22 = Butlin’s, Ayr 
- 23 Inverness 
26 Cullompton 
27 Ellsmere Port 
Norfolk Opry 
Bramley, Rotheram 
Butlin’s, Barry Island 
Liverpool 
Brighton 
10 Prague, Czechoslovakia 
11 Westwood Ho 
12 New Market 
13 —— St. Albans 


contact LEE WILLIAMS PROMOTIONS for details 


(02357) 4785 Available 
Produced by in the U.K. on 


RECORDS 


P.O. Box 25371 Drake Avenue 
Charlotte, NC 28229 Spaines, Middx. TW18 


@ Euro Country Masters’ Bronze Award Winners, @ 


LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS 


thank Tross Television, Holland, and Mickey Hayes of Pennyfarthing Promotions, 
for allowing them to make their successful appearance and represent Great Britain 
and Townsend Thoresen for aiding and abetting our travel to and from Germany. 


They would also like to thank all the readers of “Country Music Round Up’ 


for their nominationas ‘Most gree ips (British Section) in the 1986 


Guuutey iste Avert 


‘We really appreciate your confidence and encouragement 
and look forward to seeing you soon.’ 


Enquiries: 01 311 3038 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-AUGUST 1986 


TONY BEST is thrilled to have been - 


nominated in the ‘Country Music Round Up’ 
International Country Music Awards 

and wishes to thank all his friends in British country 
music for their support 

Also, a special ‘thank you’ to all members of the ‘Friends Of Tony - 
Best Club’ for their interest, support, encouragement, hospitality © - 
and real friendship displayed on our travels around the country 


to thank 
all the 
fans who 


™ voted for her 


in the ‘Country Music Round Up’ . , 
233, Lancaster Road, Heath Farm, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. International Awards and for their support Ss people who helped 
Tel: (0743) 58156 = nominate me in the 
; over the years. = ‘Country Music 
Friends Of Tony Best Club Telephone: 0392 59940 se Round Up 1986 


Tony Best : 


‘22 stones of entertainment == @ Many thanks to the © 


(Details from Secretary) Margaret Jones 
117 Moneybrook Way, Meole Estate, Shrewsbury. 
Tel: (0743) 60725 


= International Awards’, 


Thank you for supporting 


STU PAGE | 
ang & REMUDA 


SPILL THE BEANS 


Nominated finalists in the 


1986° 
‘Country Music Round Up’ 
International 

Country Music Awards 

CONGRATULATIONS e 
- fromallat . : : good to know ‘ erie 

SYLVANTONE PROMOTIONS | © ruby Rendall 
All Booking.enquiries to Sylvia Goodacre Bs Contact: 


17 Allerton Grange Way, Leeds, LS17 6LP 
Tel: (0532) 687788 


& (0224) 770628 


ae Solo Si 


together, 
it’s been 
a great 


Good on yuh!’ 


for your 
support. — 


Fan Club- _. 
- (0001) 956782 


Mel Hague . . . Golden Guitar Award 1981 


‘1 would like to thank all those special people who took the time and 
trouble to nominate me for the ‘Most Popular British Male Solo 
Entertainer’ award in the ‘Country Music Round Up International 
Awards’ and for making my first single ‘I'm Tying The Leaves’ a 
resounding success on country music radio all over Great Britain. 


All enquiries for Mel Hague (0302) 771287 


FIREWATER 
‘Thank you friends 
for your votes.” 


See you soon 
Tel: 01 550 4758 


gayleteteretetetete eet tenet aetna etree eee 


WEST VIRGINIA 
COUNTRY BAND 


would like to thank all of our friends 
and fans who nominated us for the 


‘Country Music Round Up’ 
International 
Country Music Awards. 
# We hope to see you all soon 
~~ Best Wishes 


Alex, Arthur, Mike and Keith 


All enquiries to M & M Storey (0484) 657054/5 


A Special Word Of Thanks From Jim Ryder 
to all who voted him a finalist 
in the ‘1986 Country Music Round Up 
International Country Music Awards 


"is, KENNY 


«>. JOHNSON 
™ . \ & 


Thanks to all the people who have supported us 
over the many years and special thanks to 
all the readers who voted for us in the 
1986 ‘Country Music Round Up 
International Country Music Awards’. 


PINKERTON’S 
COLOURS 


would like to thank 
‘Country Music Round Up’ \ 

readers for voting for them ° 

in the International Awards’ 


POACHER 


One of Britain’s top country bands 
for the last ten years are delighted to be 
nominated for this year’s “Country Music Round Up 


International Country Music Awards’. 
Thanks to everybody from the boys - 


All booking enquiries to:- David Anthony Promotions 
649 Knutsford Road, Latchford, 

Warrington WA4 1JJ. 

Tel: (0925) 32496. 


Sincerest thanks to all who voted for my nomination 
in the ‘Country Music Round Up’ - 
International Awards. oe 


GERRY FORD 


New album on Trim ‘7 Top pecords 


now available > | 
‘Thank God e< | 
For The Radio’ 


All enquiries to:- 

13 Winton Park, Edinburgh 
EH10 7EX 

Tel: 031 445 1687 


[nternational 


GountryaViusicgAw dards 


Special Supplement 


ACCORDING TO 
LARRY DRUMMOND 


@ RIGHT! As promised, this month's 
column is entirely devoted to your 
letters, which are very greatly 
appreciated. 


@ First of all from Noel Casey, who 
has had to wait five months to get his 
comments passed on. It won't happen 
again, | promise you. Noel produces 
and presnets two, two hour country 
programmes every week on Treble TR 
Radio, Dublin, which is apparently 
lreland’s only country music station. 
He guarantees air play to any UK act, 
SO send your records and tapes to Noel 
at 11 Idrone Drive, Knocklyon, 

Dublin 16. Thanks, Noel! 


@ Asmashing letter from Fiona 
Tomany of Millport starts off by 
enquiring whether I'm carrying on 
(her words) where Pete Nelson left 
off? Who? No! She continues by 
saying that she’s fed up with the 
cowboy saga, (aren't all country 
music fans?) and thinks that the 
Nashville Sound killed the music in 
many ways. Hmmm! She goes on to 
praise the Outlaw era. So do! Fiona! It 
was original. fresh, but so. so country 
with it. Alas gone. but the seventies 
were a real golden age in country 
music. Well. | think so anyway. 

@ inakind of similar vein, Diane 
Richardson from Huntingdon says that 
the cowboy image and Slim Whitman's 
yodelling songs turned her off country 
music for a long time, but feels that its 
current diversification without loss of 
identity has to be a good thing. (Hear, 
hear)! That comes from a lady whose 
tastes range from bluegrass to Lacy J 
Dalton. Would that more fans had the 
same broadminded outlook (and could 
type as excellently as Diane)! 


@ From Suffolk comes a letter sent by 
John M Cooper, a gentleman with no 
record player, only a cassette deck 
(although he is contemplating a 
compact disc player, as he feels that 
LPs will become as obsolete as eight 
track cartridges). Maybe. Could 
*CMRU' publish cassette/compact disc 
releases he asks? Over to the Eds on 
thisone John. / 


j 
@ An oft raised subject is re-aired by 
Frank and Pat Bradshaw of Runcorn, 
who bemoan the lack of financial 
backing available to British artistes, 
resulting in inferior product to their 
American counterparts. They 
specifically cite Stu Page's cassettes 
‘Radio Nights’ and ‘Front Page News’ 
as releases which would have 
benefitted from better production, but 
as they stand, do not compete ona 
quality basis. I've not heard them so 
would not presume to comment, but to 
be honest, | don’t think that British 
country music releases, regardless of 
quality, will ever match the sales of the 
‘original’ and, in my book, regardless 
of its roots and derivations, country 
music is now American music. That 
should be worth a few replies! 


@ Finally for this month, | have a 
massive missive (get the teeth back in 
place) from Brian Bullock of the Roger 
Humphries movement. Since | was one 
of the first to push Roger hard via the 
pages of ‘CMRU’, | need no convincing 
as to his importance within the British 
scene, but! share Brian's concem that 
a performer of this calibre is having to 
eam so much of his living by working 
abroad. This is just not credible. Brian 
is another who gives the (and | quote) 
‘usual, blinkered, bigotted, tone deaf 
country and western (what's that?) 
cowboy’, bit of a rollicking. Don't 
complain to me, | didn't say it, Brian 
did! 


@ Let's have more of your comments. 
Whatever shade your opinion is, 
they're all welcome and should be sent 
to me Larry Drummond, 

c/o 16 Grizedale, Albany, Washington, 
Tyne and Wear. 

Telephone: (0207) 230118, office 
hours. 


ALABAMA’S JUNE JAM... 


Hot And Sticky, But Oh So Sweet! 


IN another article recently about Fan Fair, | said that the country music fans were spoilt for choice, 
but, to be fair, that also applies to the media. Consequently, | woke up in Nashville on the Saturday 
after Fan Fair week and just did not know where to go. 


@ THE Oak Ridge Boys had put 
back their originally planned Friday 
shindig to the Saturday and we had 
invitations to the picnic and the 
show later that evening in 
Hendersonville. Polygram had 
arranged a Class of 55 Reunion at 
Memphis and again we were lucky 
enough to get an invite. Finally, 
Alabama were having their annual 
Jam in Fort Payne, Alabama. 


@ The telephone rang and it was 
the Alabama people informing us 
that our tickets and press pass 
were waiting for us at the main 
gate. Fort Payne was 180 miles 
nearer New Orleans where we had 
to be the following day, so our 
decision was made for us. 
Suitcases were packed in minutes 
and we were on our way. But, what 
a choice to have to make, for each 
of the events are a bit special and 
I'm sure that had we decided 
differently the report back would 
have been just as glowing. 


@ Alabama is known as ‘Alabama 
The Beautiful’ and the drive down 
lived up to the reputation, with 
lovely green countryside all the 
way. You get some idea of the 
importance of the group Alabama 
and their June Jam when, more 
than thirty miles away, signs 
Started appearing, directing you to 
the site. Being late, we were lucky 
in having to go to the main gate, 
because we got privileged parking, 
otherwise we would have had to 
park miles away because, believe 
you me, the June Jam is Fort Payne 
on that day. 


@ Our first shock was the sheer 
volume of people, for more than 
60,000 had turned up for this one 
day event. Our second shock was 
the way it was organised, two huge 
stages, with banks of speakers set 
up in the crowd, progressively 
moving further away from the stage, 
so that even those half a mile away 
could hear clearly. Our third shock 
was the heat. We arrived at the 
height of the day and it was around 
98 degrees Fahrenheit. People 
everywhere were suffering from 
heat exhaustion and the shaded 
medical areas were working at full 
blast. The fourth shock came when 
we went to sit in the stand provided 
for the press. The bench seating 
was made of metal and, with the hot 
sun onitall day, when you sat on itin 
your thin shorts, it was a case of 
barbecued buttocks! The last and 
biggest shock of all was that Fort 
Payne is a dry county - no booze, 
not even beer! The fact that the 
press tent was still full put lie to the 
fact that we’re all drunkards, 
although, of course, none of the 
British fans would ever believe that! 


@ The atmosphere was simply 
amazing, with thousands of people 
all spread out and either lying or 
sitting on the grass just listening to 
great country music (and | do mean 
great). Here’s the line-up:- Mark 
Gray, The Forester Sisters, 
Restless Heart, Golden Knights, 
John Schneider, Gary Morris, Mel 
Tillis, Charlie Daniels, Willie Nelson 
and, of course Alabama. 


@ The queues for soft drinks, food 
and hundreds of Portaloos seemed 
to stretch for ever at times, but as 
you could hear the music wherever 
you were, no-one seemed too 
worried and what was the rush? 
Another thing | noticed was trucks 
selling large packets of ice and most 
of the people, knowing it was a dry 
county, had smuggled in their beer, 
although this was technically illegal. 


Every so often a polystyrene cooler 
box would break under the strain 
and the contents would fall all over 
the park. We decided to leave the 
press area and join the crowd sitting 
on the grass, to make some new 
American ‘friends’ who had a supply 
of the ‘amber nectar’. 


@ The sun was hot, the music 
matched it and one of the nicest 
things about it was that, because the 
show was long and they had kept 
the number of acts reasonable, 
everyone on stage got a fair length 
of time, which is so much better than 
hundreds of acts coming on and 
performing three numbers. 
Helicopters ferried the stars in and 
out to backstage and that area 
always seemed to have hundreds of 
fans snapping away with their 
cameras as the ‘biggies’ came and 
went. 


@ | will not try to give you a full 
review, but concentrate here on the 
later part of the evening as the 
excitement started to build up. As | 
said, we were late, so unfortunately 
we missed Mark Gray, Golden 
Knights and John Schneider. The 
Forester Sisters are currently 
having a lot of success in America 
and, as there are four of them, it’s 
almost like the Judds in duplicate. 
Restless Hearts were once session 
musicians, but have now forged into 
a group and their initial album has 
given them single chart success. 
Definitely the pop side of country 
with a feel of later-day Eagles. 
Gary Morris | will be covering in 
another separate review, so will 
simply say this man has a superb 
voice, but his ‘100% Chance Of 
Rain’ definitely didn’t seem 
appropriate with the sun scorching 
down and not a cloud in the sky! 


@ When you look at the line-up, 
which was almost totally 
contemporary, Mel Tillis may seem 
a little out of place, but the reaction 
from the audience proved that was 
not the case. His show had to be 
broken off in the middle to allow 
paramedics in, because a young 
woman at the front of the crowd was 
taken ill. But, he came back with 
‘Saturday Night In Texas’, ‘Coca 
Cola Cowboy (lovely choice for a 
dry county), and ‘My Heart Won't 
Let My Love For You Change’. He 
really had the crowd on their feet for 
old favourites ‘Ruby’ and ‘Detroit 
City’. 

@ | was lucky enough to see the 
Charlie Daniels Band three times 
this trip, so will save the main review 
for another report. | will simply say 
‘brilliant’ and, strangely enough, the 
fiddle is not used all that much, with 
Charlie now concentrating on 
guitar. You could feel the 
excitement building up as the sun 
started to set and ‘Leave This 
Longhaired Country Boy Alone’, 
plus ‘Drinking My Baby Goodbye’ 
had them dancing everywhere. 
60,000 of us had come down to 
Alabama, but when Charlie played 
‘The Devil Went Down To Georgia’, 
the whole 60,000 simply went wild. 


@ As if it burnt itself out with its 
intensity, the sun was suddenly 
gone, but it was still hot and several 
huge video screens appeared. 
Even lying on the grass some 
distance away | could see, as 
Alabama's Jeff Cook joined Charlie 
on second fiddle and the local 
patriots went even crazier as they 
sang ‘The South’s Gonna Do It 
Again’ as an encore and had to 
perform yet another, this time a 
gospel medley, again because of 
the constant demands of the huge 
crowds. 


@ This year the Americans are 
even mote patriotic than ever and, 
although | think this is something 
that Britain could well emulate 
them in, | find it strange that, 
although they cheer every time and 
everything American that’s 
mentioned, they all drive home in 
their foreign cars, wearing foreign 
clothes and perfume to watch 
foreign TV sets, etc! Most strange! 


@ Although the music had been 
pretty continuous, the show was 
now running more than an hour late 
according to the press schedule, 
but who cares. No-one will be cut 
short, they'll just go on until it 
finishes. Suddenly, the music 
started and the familiar strains of 
‘Whisky River’ reminded us once 
again we were in a dry county (it’s 
surprising how many songs do)! 


@ The grey beard of Willie Nelson 
filled the huge video screen and the 
songs he is famous for followed one 
after another, ‘Stay All Night’ (the 
song he borrowed from another 
era), ‘Funny How Time Slips Away’, 
‘Crazy’, etc., etc. The old wom 
Martin guitar is gone now, he uses a 
new one and his wrist was strapped 
up. Talk was at a minimum, with 
every second possible filled with 
music. However, he did find time to 
thank John Schneider's bass player 
for sitting in with his band in an 
emergency and, believe it or not, 
‘Always On My Mind’ was the 
seventeenth song he sang. These 
were not medleys either, but full 
versions of the songs and there was 
still a gospel section to come, ‘Will 
The Circle Be Unbroken’, ‘Amazing 
Grace’ and ‘Unclouded Sky’. The 
park was now dark with video close- 
ups of Willie dominating the skyline 
on the large screens. Randy of 
Alabama walked on stage to make 
Willie a presentation of only the 
second ‘Golden Hat’ award ever, 
the first one having been presented 
to Elvis Presley. 

So many people were on their feet 
cheering, it was almost impossible 
to hear the music and even the huge 
screens were semi obliterated. But, 
Willie was not finished yet. He 
encored with ‘The Promised Land’, 
finally closed with ‘To All The Girls 
I've Loved Before’, laughing as he 
sang Julio’s part before leaving the 
enormous stage. 


@ The whole programme was 
going out live on CBS Television 
and you can understand why. 
Normally | would have said ‘follow 
that’ and know the answer would 
have to be ‘no way’, but this was the 
June Jam, this was Fort Payne, but 
most of all, this was the home town 
of Alabama and whatever had 
happened before was nothing in 
comparison to when the four 
members of the band stepped on 
stage. The only sad part about it is | 
think it was a pity they made the fans 
wait forty minutes before they came 
on. But these fans didn’t care, as 
they opened with ‘Can't Keep A 
Good Man Down’ and went straight 
into a programme of their hits, each 
of which has sold more than a million 
copies and, with total album sales 
now in excess of twenty-five million, 
they have plenty to choose from, 
always remembering those album 
sales are almost totally in the States! 
| have heard one or two critics 
describe Alabama as bland, but all ! 
can Say is that they can’t actually 
have seen this group live in concert. 
‘Fiddle In The Band’, ‘Mountain 
Music’, ‘Tennessee River’ bland? 
Need | say more? ‘The Beauty Of 
Love’, ‘In The First Degree’, ‘Feels 
So Right’ and ‘The Closer You Get’, 
bland, Jeff on lead switching from 
twin-neck to fiddle etc., | rest my 
case! 


@ Assomeone said to me this year, 
‘when you are at June Jam and hear 
Alabama close with ‘My Home’s In 
Alabama’ you can feel so much 
electricity being created that you 
know they could light up the whole 
of the United States.’ | couldn't 
argue and didn’t wantto, as happily, 
we just got in the queue to get thirty 
odd thousand cars out of the small 
town and went on our way to find our 
motel, (some forty miles away), 
which was the nearest one with a 
room available when we booked at 
mid-day. 


@ Rest assured bland bands do not 
get this reaction. Alabama are 
something special. OK. mavbe 


some people don't like them 
because they have opened the 
floodgates for a whole lot of 
contemporary country acts which 
they view with distaste, but there’s 
no doubt traditional artistes just 
cannot get this kind of reaction, so 
they will have to learn to live 
alongside it and luckily there are 
enough fans out there to support 
both kinds. 


®@ Traditional country might be the 
bread and butter of our music, but 
Alabama and the like have put the 
‘Jam’ on it! Well, this June they 
certainly did it for me and let’s not 
forget the 60,000 others. 


Mick Green. 


Peterborough —— 
Festival Of Country 


Music 1986 


MONTHLY BULLETIN BOARD 


@ SINCE Jeffrey Kruger and Peterborough City 
Council first announced that they were to collaborate on 
this year’s Peterborough Country Music Festival, there 
has been much rumour, speculation and gossip. The 
sort of thing that, unfortunately, often surrounds events 
of this sort. Some of the gossip has even been 
vindictive, some of it apparently intended to be 
destructive, all of it non-productive as far as the country 
music scene is concerned, all of it having 

nothing to do with what this festival is really all about - 
providing the best possible country music 
entertainment in a family weekend atmosphere. 


® Throughout it all, the Kruger Organisation’s only real 
comment has been, ‘We are presenting the 
Peterborough Country Music Festival on August Bank 
Holiday.’ The proof of the pudding is in the eating. 


@ With the track record and expertise of the Kruger 
Organisation behind it, there should be little doubt that 
the Festival will be a success. The talented line-up 
speaks for itself and the admin team are now busy with 
the myriad of detail involved in_ transport, 
accommodation, staging, site arrangements and the 
always important outside attractions. 

Throughout the weekend, arena attractions, displays 
and exhibitions will be taking place, to complete the 
family atmosphere. 


THE BRITISH OUTSIDE SHOWCASE 


@ The British Outside Stage for Up and Coming Acts, 
organised by ‘Country Music Round Up’, is strictly to 
showcase original and self penned British country 
songs, so this is sure to prompt much interest and 
contribute greatly to the Festival entertainment and 
hopefully take the ‘blinkers off’ some of our country 
‘bookers’ and talent spotters as to the great depth of 
talent we have within these shores. It takes place 
between 10 am and 2 pm, although the Saturday and 
Sunday time tables have yet to be concluded (new acts 
are being added as | write). 

However, British artistes booked to showcase in the 
Main Arena during Monday afternoon's (free entry) 
concert, include fast rising acts Firewater, Spill The 
Beans Trio, Red Moon Joe and Louisiana Hellraisers. 


MISS CONTINENTAL COUNTRY 


@ In conjunction with Continental Airways, a 
Peterborough newspaper is organising a ‘western’ 
fashion, style and beauty contest. Over a four week 
build up period, twelve hopeful finalists will be chosen 
and a week before the Festival, a semi final will be held 
Six finalists will be selected and, at the 1986 Country 
Festival, a panel, including Festival stars, will select 
the lucky winner who will be flown by Continental to 
spend a short holiday at Lore and The Legends’ Texas 


ranch. 
BUCKIN’ BILL 


Among the entertainment sponsored by the 
‘Telegraph’, will be the ever popular mechanical 
bucking bull, horseshoe throwing contests in the arena, 
a team of American cheer leaders and a Mississippi 


card sharp. 
SNOOKER STARS 


@ Probably one of the weekend’s biggest attractions 
outside of country music, will be the world’s first outdoor 
snooker tables. 

Negotiations are afoot to have some of the great names 
of snooker ‘dropping in’ (Given the Howard Kruger - 
promoter Jeffrey's son and partner - connection with the 
sport, it's not hard to speculate on possible names). 


FUN FAIR 

@ The kiddies’ fun fair is complete with a mini Ferris 
wheel, as well as a train ride, swing boats, a fun castle 
and bumper cars. In addition to the fairground, kiddies 
(and the not so young) will be well amused by BMX Star 
Riders and the Honda Fun Bikes (giant powered 
tricycles). 

@ With other attractions and activities being arranged 
right up to show day, it looks like a value for money 
event for the whole family. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ON THE RIGHT TRACK 


Mick Green reviews the Donington 1986 Rodeo and Country Music Festival. 


@ THE setting, in the middle of the 
race track at Donington Park, was 
excellent, the location | would have 
thought was perfect, being right in 
the middle of the country and just 
off the motorways, the stage and 
sound were good, the organisation 
was beyond fault and the acts 
booked were some of the best on 
the British country music scene. 
So, where were the fans? 

To be fair to everyone, the whole 
event was only briefly advertised, 
simply because it was only 
conceived just ten weeks prior to 
the actual show, but | would have 
thought that more than the 1,000 to 
1,500 who turned up would have 
attended. 


@ Nevertheless, the organisers, 
Gramlo Promotions, told me that 
they intend to go ahead with 
another one next year (which they 
will inform everyone about well in 
advance). So, | advise you now to 
look out for it because, with the 
professional approach being 
shown by this organisation, it could 
become a very major event on the 
British country music calendar. | 
was further told, if they get the go- 
ahead, they are looking for two 
days, so that the public will be able 
to camp overnight. 


theme entertainment that included 
knife throwing, whip display etc., but 
it was definitely stretching the 
imagination to call it a rodeo. 


@ The problem is that ‘western’ 
and ‘country’ festivals seem to 


Pete Sayers 


attract two different crowds and 
some fans are put off by the other’s 
activities, but | must admit that the 
two forms of entertainment seemed 
to slot in with each other without any 
hassle and Wally Whyton managed 
to keep the whole event going 
smoothly and on time. 


@ Nottingham based Yellow Rose 
Band played a set in the afternoon 
between rodeo events and, 
although they are obviously a local 
club band, they are not afraid to try 
numbers other than the old 
favourites and should be 
encouraged. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-AUGUST 1986 


@ First actin the evening were GLH 
(Glasgow's Louisiana Hellraisers) 
and they're improving all the time. 
They are one of the few British 
bands that project themselves 
across the footlights when on a big 
stage. They'll be the first to tell you 
that they're still learning but all four 
took lead vocals, the harmonies 
were excellent, the visual 
movements are being co-ordinated 
and the programme was good, 
modern country music. | don’t know 
if they raise hell, but they certainly 
raise their standards each time | see 
them. 


@ Pete Jones’ Outfit and Keith 
John from America, were next on 
stage and the show started to sag. 
Keith is a singer/songwriter, but 
really the show had very little 
oomph! But, you could feel the 
evening lift as Hickory Lake came on 
stage, not only for the warmth of the 
way Vic talks to the audience, but 
the way they managed to get 
several different band members to 
share the limelight and the lead 
vocals. 

But, if Keith John needed an 
example of stage presence, | hope 
he noticed Rose Marie. Rose seems 
to have lost a bit of weight, but not 
her vital statistics. It must be all the 
energy she puts into her 
performance. I’m not saying she’s a 
belter of a songstress, but even on 
the romantic numbers she drowned 
out the noise of the planes going 
overhead! A great show from a lady 
who knows what show business is 
all about and she was the most 
popular act of the day with the 


Brian Golbey took over lead vocals 
or lead instrument, or when Patti 
had centre stage on ‘Six Days On 
The Road’. But, the programme 
was good ‘n’ country all the way 


@ My notes on the next act, 
Yellowstone Picnic Band, read: 
‘What an asset this band is to the 
British country scene, quality 
throughout.’ Having written that, 
Nick Carter told me afterwards that 
they are disbanding after August 
Bank Holiday. But, although Nick is 
going back to Ireland, they hope to 
reunite for odd concert tours. | have 
always felt that concerts were the 
natural setting for the Picnic Band 
and feel sure that the band has 
suffered because of its emphasis in 
this area and showmanship quality, 
because it does not always fit in 
easily with the British club scene. 
Again their show was a good 
example of different lead singers 
and instruments, quality harmonies 
and a nicely balanced programme 
on a solid back line. I’m sure | will 
not be the only one to miss them 
and, if a quality band like this cannot 
exist, then British country music is 
the biggest loser. 


@ Final act of the day was Tammy 
Cline & Southern Comfort. There 
have been some changes in the 
band, which is not surprising as 
Tammy has been spending most of 
the past few months touring in 
‘Pump Boys And Dinettes’. The 
show was very much as usual, with 
an appropriate ‘Sweetheart Of The 
Rodeo’ and she seemed as good 
and as popular as ever when she 
ended with ‘I'll Go Stepping Too’, 


@ One problem with a rodeo in 
Britain is that you simply cannot 
have one, even if we had the 
means, because of the cruelty to 
animal laws, so what was 
advertised really was an excellent 
horse riding display. The public had 
achance to enter a bareback 
bucking bronco competition, there 
were western re-enactment scenes 
and some professional western 


SOUTH SHIELDS 


COUNTRY JAMBOREE 


Report by lan Whitelaw 


IT goes without saying that all promoters of country music festivals need a little help from Dame Fortune to 
augment the hard work and organisation that goes into amassing an array of talent to attract enough fans to make 
their event, not only viable, but an outstanding success into the bargain. The hard work was self-evident from the 


outset, the help from Lady Luck came a little later. 


.@ Saturday 5th July (2 pm) saw the Jamboree proper 
commence, with the opening day attendance records 
beaten handsomely as Al Barrett & The Linemen, with 
Gerry Hogan and Dave Hayward in tandem on pedal 
steel guitars, took the stage and some pipe opener this 
was. Barrett and his band ran through an effortless two 
hour stint of magical music making, interspersed with 
spellbinding duetting from Hogan and Hayward on their 
instruments. | know most fans feel a steel guitar is 
indispensable to a good country music sound, but after 
hearing the harmonies these two produced, I’m not 
sure whether one steel will ever be enough to ensure 
further enjoyment. 


@ A very hard act to follow, but into the limelight 
stepped Eddie Walker, (solo artiste from Cleveland, 
bringing with him a considerable reputation), who set 
about the task in hand manfully. Considering what had 
preceded, he soon had the big audience listening 
appreciatively to some good vocals and even more 
excellent guitar work. 


@ Then the big marquee erupted as Brian Clough 
announced Raymond Froggatt and his band. There is 
little doubt that Froggatt has, at last, captured the hearts 
and adulation of fans here in Tyneside and | have no 
doubt that the same reaction is now seen wherever he 
appears. There is little need to go into the detail or 
content of Froggatt’s act, I’m sure it is well enough 
known everywhere. What cannot be explained, or 
described, is the effect a Froggatt performance has on 
his audiences. Looked at critically, there’s nothing one 
can identify in his act to generate such enthusiasm. The 
band backing is largely composed of single chord 
sequences and there are no histrionics or gimmicks in 
Froggatt’s vocal deliveries, but the effect on his 
listeners is amazing. Perhaps it’s that very simplicity, 
coupled with the man’s obvious sincerity, that brought 
this audience to its feet as one at the end of his set. 
Whata finish to the first session and | pity any act having 
to immediately follow that performance. 


@ With Colorado next, | began to understand why | was 
hearing so many Scottish accents in the audience 
around me. Again difficult to assess these lads’ 
performance without repeating all the superlatives that 
have been heaped on them in the past. They overcame 
the handicap of an increasing problem with the sound 
system and still managed to prove why they have been 
voted top British Band so often. A tremendous 
performance from Colorado this, ensuring their 
continued popularity on the country music scene. 
Another standing ovation. 


@ Ruby Rendall & Cimarron next, but by now the sound 
mix had degenerated to such an extent as to make her 
opening numbers almost unintelligible. Fortunately, the 
sound engineer, whose enforced absence had created 
the problem, returned and soon had the balance 
restored. One could almost sense the wave of relief 
coming from the stage as Ruby and the band finished 
their set in their accustomed style. 


@ Vegas had the task of keeping the English flag flying 
in the wake of the offerings from the Scottish bands who 
had preceded them and how well they did it. This was a 
fitting finale to a day of entertainment that had everyone 
looking forward to the next day's happenings. 


@ Sunday afternoon (12.30) saw local favourites High 
Plains Drifter taking the stage and presenting their tried 
and tested local club routine and, as always, pleasing 
their numerous fans in the audience. | must confess to 
having the feeling that they haven't yet recovered that old 
excitement they used to generate a couple of years ago, 
but their set was well enough received. 


@ Hokum Hotshots, another local duo, are another act 
who are always in the wings at ALMA shows, but 
strangely, are seldom seen in any of the local clubs. 
Their mixture of blues and early country music and the 
use of a dobro guitar, gave the audience an insight into 
another aspect of country music and provided a nice 
contrast to all that had gone before. 


audience. 


@ Then the bad news! Although Kelvin Henderson had 
been on site all weekend, his band were having 
problems on the road and hadn't arrived in time for their 
set. The Ann & Ray Brett Trio saved the situation by 
agreeing to be promoted in the running order and, as is 
the way with country musicians, saved the day by filling 
the awkward delay that could have occured. Nice set 
from singer/songwriter Ray and his wife and well done 
for keeping the impetus going. 


@ By this time Kelvin's band had arrived but needed 
more time to off-load, change into stage gear and tune 
up. This is where the little help from Lady Luck arrived. 
Unbeknown to anyone, three American musos, over in 
Britain on a working holiday, presented themselves at 
the Festival Office and volunteered to fill in a short spot 
until Kelvin was ready. Without further ado the trio were 
thrown to the wolves, playing purely acoustic music. 
They completely captivated an audience brought up on 
electric guitar bands. | must confess the collective 
name for the trio is one of those American aphorisms 
that seem to jar on British ears, but Eclecti-Catz could 
be transcribed Eclectic A-Z and be nearer the true 
worth of this band. Fabulous harmonies and beautifully 
balanced instrumentals had the wolves in this audience 
howling for more. They are in England until late August. 
If they appear anywhere near you, go see them. 
Brilliant!!! 


@® Then at last, The Kelvin Henderson Band. Kelvin has 
become an institution at the South Shields Jamboree, 
having appeared in all six now, but this is the first time 
we've had him fronting his band. Well worth waiting for | 
can tell you, with Kelvin running through a wide spectrum 
of songs from his considerable repertoire. To bring the 
afternoon session to a close, Scotland's latest sensation 
Louisiana Hellraisers brought their own brand of country 
music to South Shields and some finale this proved to be. 
Certainly, they are one of the most exciting discoveries to 
visit the North East recently. 


@ Sunday Evening and one of my personal favourite 
bands took the stage, Stu Page & Remuda. How this 
man manages to produce so much talent out of such a 
small frame is beyond comprehension. Powerful vocals, 
brilliant guitar playing and a band so closely knit, he 
wears it like a second skin. Great stuff! 


@ What is it about Liverpudlians? Music and humour 
seem to be second nature to them and the Hillsiders are 
no exception to this rule. A couple of mishaps that might 
have floored lesser mortals were turned into ad lib 
comedy, to the obvious delight of their audience and 
there is no doubting their sheer professionalism, 
showmanship and musical expertise, They gave us a 
set to remember for a long time. 


@ Pete Sayers & The Dixie 
Bluebirds had excellent musicians 
on stage, but I’m one of those who 
find Pete technically expert but 
without soul, like he’s playing from 
the brain not the heart, so I’m 
probably not the best person to 
comment. For me it improved when 


closing the whole event with her 
encore ‘My Baby Thinks He’s A 
Train’. 


FOOTNOTE:- 


@ |'m always being told | never go 
North of Watford Gap and what a 
good scene itis up there, but when! 
do | find most of you don’t bother to 
turn up! Still, perhaps next year? 


@ Then, fittingly, because of his long association with 
the Jamboree, but regrettably, because it signified the 
end of a fabulous weekend of country music, Kelvin 
Henderson and his band played out the finale. Could it 
all be over already? Well, it is for another year and the 
success of the Jamboree must ensure its continuation 
for many years ahead. 


® Congratulations are due to the Arts & Live Music 
Association (ALMA), their sponsors Matthew Brown, 
supporters and the scores of volunteers who worked so 
hard to make the 1986 Alma Jamboree an occasion to 
remember. 


COUNTRY MUSI 


THE NINTH 


ALL BRITISH ey 
COUNTRY ANS 
| a Sas) 


FESTIVAL, 
WORTHING 
PAVILION 


@ THIS All British Country 
Music Festival was founded by 
Neil Coppendale in 1978. His 
aim (pro-British and not in any 
way anti-American) was to 
allow the considerable British 
country music talent the 
chance to show what it could 


do in its own right, on a major ‘ 


stage. 


®@ Neil has been presenting 
country music, mostly British, 
in concert in his Brighton CMC 
(which celebrates its fifteenth 


"= anniversary on 28th August 


1986), since 1971 and sees the 
Festival as an extension, in 


BS principle, of that operation. He 
“= aimed then, and aims now, to 
presenta show, ora series of 
= shows, which stand up 

=: anywhere in the world. The 

%: focus is firmly on the music and 
not on unrelated side 

#8 attractions. The British country 
3 music scene, so called, has 

“| changed considerably since 


% 1978, but there’s no denying 
%: the talent still exists and the 


aims and ambitions of this 


% Festival still seem to remain the 


=: same. 
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Leisure Management Services in association with Kennedy Entertainments present: 
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Pavilion Worthing 


@ For the 1986 event, 
Birmingham's Raymond 
Froggatt (his ‘Red Balloon’ sold 
five million copies) and 
Dungannon’s Philomena 
Begley, end the evening 
shows. Both are making their 
Worthing Festival debuts and, 
ironically, both are current 
holders of the BCMA ‘Vocalist 
Of The Year’ Award. 


@ Scotland's Ruby Rendall 
recently appeared on the Grand 
Ole Opry in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Then long 
established Midland’s 
bluegrass band The Down 
County Boys make a return to 
the Festival, while Tom Travis 
(once half of the famous Tom & 
Smiley), brings his ‘grass band’ 
down from Manchester. 


@ Geoff Ashford, who wrote a 
song called ‘Rags To Riches’, 
which won the Country section 
of the 1.0.W. Song Contest last 
year, ison the bill, as is 
Nottingham’s Johnny Marks, 
who also makes his Worthing 
debut. 


@ With tickets selling well, if 
you're heading for Worthing this 
month, ring the Box Office first. 


——_ 


FE 
s Vv 


| 


West Coast 


This programme is subject to alteration without notice. 


26th June 


3rd July 


4th Sept Tennessee Moon 


Frank Ifield Show 
Jeannie & Steppinstone 
Rogue Band 
White Line Fever 
Rogue Band 

: 


Bob Newman & Carole Gordon West Virginia 
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Leapy Lee Show 


24th July | Rogue Band Sundown 


31st July | Hickory Lake Bettina 
7th Aug | Cliff Ledger Family Naden Brothers 


14th Aug Special Event a 
28th Aug | Cliff Ledger Family Gordie West 


Country and Western every Thursday. 


Come to the show-down at the Sandcastle, for an evening of exciting live Country and Western 
Music brought to you in true tradition every week by well known artistes. 
So, bring your Ten Gallon Hat on Thursday and round-up some real Country and Western 
Music. 


OK The Sandcastle South Promenade Blackpool FY41IBB_ Telephone (0253)404013 AAA ROOE 
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Leapy Lee Sho 
Clinton Ford Show 


Tennessee Moon 


West Virginia 


West Virginia 
Hickory Lake Bob Newman & Carole Gordon 
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"JD FORD RIDES IN" 


APLC, 1986. 


To an accompaniment of a medley 
of ‘High Noon’ and Scott Joplin’s ‘The =. 
Entertainer’! The proposition — that  —§ \#ttawist) 
we give a home to his version of the a ea y 
Peterborough Festival in 1986. We Spe th 
looked at a possible site, we NEWS 
considered all the problems, we saw 
the enormous potential, and we said 
‘we will give it our earnest 
consideration’. Not really — but that’s 
what your people in the media would 
expect ‘Bureaucrats’ who conform to _—~ 
your image of local government to yh 
say. We said ‘Bloomin ‘Eck, we would 7 rN” 
need to be mad to think of doing this’, but the advantages were there to be seen, and er he: 

the potential was, and is, tempting. a oN, 
There followed a period of intense work from which emerged a report saying that we gy / 
ought to give it a go, but spelling out the need for the organisation and budget to be et 
completely in our hands, with Jed Ford playing a supporting role as provider of the tent, 


OF COUN 


consultant on American artistes, and playing a general role in publicising the event. We 


also decided to use David Anthony Promotions of Warrington to book the British acts, - It is a smaller site than Nene 


, d they, along with Jed Ford and Embankment, but it is in a 
WEWICL GIVE IT 12 ag alah 

‘ eventually, the Drew Taylor Agency, o% superb location, right in the 

OR nme Covers iie28 put the programme together. é ay heart of a busy holiday resort, 

=a We stressed the need for an « “fo%e). which has many of the facilities 


« > ~— on hand which Peterborough 


<8) _ had to import in order to give 
a. é. life to an inland town on a Bank 
{1 xt,. Holiday Weekend. It is 50 yards 

ne oe from the sea, and right beside 
st) | » 34) the huge Morecambe Pleasure 
B35 ILS Park fairground and the Leisure 
Gy AL LIP Park, the Railway Station and a 
raat major Car Park. There is room 


adequate budget to do the job, and 
our calculation was that the project 
needed nearly £40,000 in capital 
expenditure, £30,000 in the Council's 
direct costs of organising the event, 
plus revenue expenditure estimated at 
£147,000 to cover all other items. We 
established that there was interest 
among sponsors, brewers, caterers, 
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\ 
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trade stand concessionaires as well as for up to 100 Trade Stands and 
Tourist Boards, Lancashire County for a limited programme of 
Council, local and regional radio and Arena Events — but then the 


television. We left it to the members of  @@ @g ~~ whole town is an entertainment 
i the Council to decide. THE arena, and we do not need to 


The decision was made to go ahead. go overboard on that aspect on 


| The support from the Councillors was : Site. 
: strong and heart-warming. The budget We believe that we have a superb package, and we ask for your support. We 


’ THE WORK BEADING - WERE INLABOUR' pe <a 


Sarees s ; was approved and provided. hope that you may be able to join us during the Festival. and enclose a reply slip 
lod B® Then the real work began. 
| 


Wf SHOMES Tom Flanagan (0524) 417120/66882 
Liisi 


Prepare the site! = KES 
Put the programme Sess ar 3 poe 
together! sell the = : j Se 
trade stands! Get ———— 
the sponsors and ——— 
concessionaires! 
Organise the 
posters! Leaflets! 
Book the loos! the 
lighting rig! the 
i P.A.! etc, etc, 
P etc!!! 
We pulled four veaye We ALONE ! 
people, including ~ = ay ae 
; the Director, Tom AZ CRISIS |! Se = ne oe a 
Flanagan, and the Deputy Director, David Christley, off everything else and brought in 
outside specialists, notably Barry Lucas, who acted as Site Co-ordinator at the 
Knebworth Fayre, 1985. Jed burned up the lines to the States, and herein lay the biggest 
frustration. We aimed to produce a programme to match that presented at Pa 
| Peterborough in 1983, and set ourselves a target of four American artistes. Be Cant Neste ohet 
Despite the impossible time schedule, Libya, = 
| and other events, the big moment came 
| 
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MORECAMBE INTERNATIONAL 
COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 
SITE PLAN 
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WINTER GARDEWS 
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on June 24, 


Coe Be Meanwhile, back to the site. A start was 
: : made on June 3, and the view opposite is 
ican what it looked like three weeks later. The 
Ry les 3 good news is that the weather has been 
— Zz set fair, and desolate though it looks, we 
! a ia Ye ps are two weeks ahead of time, and the site 
Ae W's, ~~ Will be ready for August 5. With apologies 
[7 “47, to the holiday operators (who normally 
\ ly, / “have a corner on this market), let us 
present our artist's impression of what it 
will look like on Opening Day, August 22. 
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MORECAMBE 
PLEASURE PARK 


STAR : SPANGLED : GALA 


AT THE EMPIRE ARENA ON 22-25 AUGUST 1986 
FEATURING 


SLIM WHITMAN 
BYRON WHITMAN e GEORGE HAMILTON IV ¢ HANK THOMPSON 
LEROY VAN DYKE e¢ RAY PRICE e BUDDY EMMONS 


TOMMY CASH (USA) ¢ ANNIE LORD (USA) ¢ JEAN SHEPARD AND SECOND FIDDLES (USA) 
JANA JAE (USA) © KOKO THE COUNTRY CLOWN (USA) ¢ ROSE MARIE (IRELAND) 


POACHER @¢ BALHAM ALLIGATORS e BILL CLARKE MAFIA 
JED FORD e PINKERTONS COLOURS ¢ KENNY JOHNSON AND NORTHWIND 


BLUBBERY HELLBELLIES e MICK CONLIN BAND e FREE MEXICAN AIRFORCE e VEGAS 
RANDY BLUE AND DEEP WATER e CLIFF LEDGER FAMILY e PETE STANLEY AND BRIAN GOLBEY 
WEST VIRGINIA @ WEST COAST ¢ MEMPHIS SHORT AND GRAND CANYON e BUFFALO AND BEADS 


ee 


TOWN HALL, MORECAMBE. 
TEL (0524) 417120 
Ext 441/438 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
ON EVENTS AND TRADE STANDS, 
PLEASE CONTACT PUBLICITY DEPT. 
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John M Cooper of Suffolk has 

sent me a very interesting letter, 
which poses not one, but three 
questions relating to Juice Newton. 
1. Was she a member of Silver Spur? 
2. Has she ever recorded a duet with 
Glen Campbell? 
3. Is she related to Wayne Newton? 


a Yes, Juice Newton was a 
member of Silver Spur, but 
over the years emerged as the 
recognised front person, then 
moved on to a solo career. 
However, Otha Young, the lead 
guitarist with Silver Spur, is still with 
Juice . . . | don’t know of any duet 
with Glen Campbell, but Juice does 
sing with Eddie Rabbitt on his new 
album ‘Rabbitt Trax’ 
(RCA) . . . Juice is not related to 
Wayne Newton. 


WJ DADOAN 
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a Mr Lockley of Chippenham would 
like fan club addresses for Marie 
Osmond and Waylon Jennings? 


The last addresses | received 
for this couple are:- 
Marie Osmond, c/o The Halsey 
Company, 3225 South Norwood, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74135, USA. 
Waylon Jennings, Waylon’s Pony 
Express, Box 121556, Nashville, 
Tennessee, 37212, USA. 
You may also be interested in 
these fan clubs:- 
Guy Clark, Friends of Guy Clark, 
PO Box 147, Fall River Mills, 
California 96028, USA 
Butch Hancock, Rainlight Records, 
500 B.E. 6th, Austin, Texas 78704, 
USA. (My thanks to Millie Cooper). 


HOLIDAY COMPETITION 


WESTERN 
SHOWDOWN 
__ WEEKEND 


@ IT’S time to dust off the stetsons, pull on 
the cowboy boots and win yourself and your 
family or friends a fabulous country and 
western weekend full of music and 
entertainment at Butlin’s. 


@ Awhole host of big names will be setting 
your feet tapping. From the USA Connie 
Smith, Vernon Oxford, George Hamilton IV 
and Carlton Moody & The Moody Brothers; 
from Canada the Grant Carson Band and 
International stars like Frank Ifield, 
Poacher, Colorado, the Hillsiders and 
Raymond Froggatt. The weekends take 
place at Ayr, Scotland 

(20/23 September) and Barry Island, South 
Wales (3/6 October), so the choice is yours. 


@ As well as the music, Butlin’s will be 
providing plenty of free fun and 
entertainment, to make this an 
unforgettable weekend for everyone. 


@ All you have to do is answer the 
following five questions 


1. When and where was Hank Williams Jr. 


born? 


2. With which record company did Carl Perkins 


originally sign? 


3. What is Johnny Cash's nickname? 


4. When and how did Jim Reeves die? 


5. How old was George Hamilton lV when he 
first got a contract with ABC/Paramount 


Records? 


send your entry by 31st August 1986. to 
286/287 High Street, (Upper Precinct), 


Lincoln, LN2 1AL, 


The first two correct entries 

out of the postbag will be the 

winners. Our prizeisfor uptofour peoplein - 
a standard self-catering apartment, plus 
free entry to the concerts and Butlin’s 


entertainment. 


COUNTRY 


QUESTIONS 


Ca If had a prize question this 

month, it would have to be from 
Chris Smitheram, who asks if Bob 
Allison, a North Eastern performer, is 
half of the Allisons who sang in the 
Eurovision Song Contest? 


a I can’t be sure Chris, but the 
circumstances sound right. 
John and Bob Allison were 
discovered by Emile Ford and 
moulded by the record industry to 
be Britain's answer to the Everly 
Brothers. (During the early sixties 
we were forever trying to create 
Britain’s answer to someone). The 
Allisons were perhaps our greatest 
success. Unfortunately, their 
Careers were not built right and thus 
they lost the opportunity of lasting 
stardom. The brothers enjoyed 
three British chart hits, ‘Are You 
Sure’, ‘Words’ (1961) and ‘Lessons 
In Love’ (1962). | re-discovered the 
Allisons a few years ago on the 
Chevron cassette, ‘Sing 
Christmas’, During their time of 
stardom, Bob was nineteen years 
old, so that will put him in his mid 
forties now. Can anyone give us the 
right answer, or better still, why 
doesn’t Bob drop me a line? 


a Dave Miller of Halifax is anxious 
to obtain any recorded material by 
Diane Solomon? 


ia Unfortunately, as far as we 

are aware, Diane hasn’t cut an 
album since 1981 and this has long 
been deleted, so | can only 
recommend you keep searching 
those bargain racks. In those days, 
Diane wasn't considered country, so 
| don’t suppose a deletions 
specialist can help either. I'll just 
have to keep working on this, unless 
someone out there can help. 
Meanwhile, try writing to her c/o 
Production Plus, The Courtyard, 
44 Gloucester Avenue, Regent's 
Park, London NW1. 


lita Dennis Sinclair of Bilbohall 

Hospital, Elgin asks about a Max D 
Bames song called ‘Heaven On A 
Freight Train? 


Max recorded this song on the 

album ‘Rough Around The 
Edges’, released on the now 
defunct Ovation label in 1980 (OV 


1749). Try the deletions specialist 
who advertises in this paper, I’m 
sure they can help. 


ay Jean of Tring in Herts senta letter 

in a while ago asking who wrote 
the song ‘Hiding’? The answer was 
Steve Rhymer and now Jean wants to 
know more about the guy? 


Bg Off the top | can’t help Jean, 

but I'll dig a little deeper, 
hopefully for next month. In the 
meantime, any help my friends can 
give would be appreciated. 


a Graeme Savage of Ayrshire sure 

has set me a task. He wants a 
complete list of Charley Pride albums 
and makes the remark that he was not 
at all impressed by a singer on the TV 
series ‘Sing Country’ called Mark 
Smith? 


| think you must mean Mark 

Gray, former member of Exile 
and now a top Nashville singer/ 
songwriter. If so, | must disagree 
with your opinion Graeme. Take a 
listen to the album ‘This Ol’ Piano’ 
(CBS), it’s pure magic. 
Now to these Charley Pride albums. 
Remember, as always, | do not 
pretend that the list is complete, 
merely comprehensive. 
Country Charley Pride; Pride Of 
Country Music; Country Way; Make 
Mine Country; Songs Of Pride; In 
Person; The Sensational; The Best 
Of, Just Plain Charley; 10th Album; 
Christmas In My Home Town; From 
Me To You; Did You Think To Pray; 
I’m Just Me; Sings Heart Songs; 
The Best Of Vol.2; A Sunshiny Day; 
Songs Of Love; Sweet Country; 
Amazing Love; The Best Of (tape 
only); The Best Of Vol.3; Charley; 
Special; Country Feelin’; The 
Happiness Of Having You; The Hits 
Of; Pride Of America; She’s Just An 
Old Love Turned Memory; 
Someone Loves You Honey; 
Sunday Morning; Burgers And 
Fries; You're My Jamaica; There's 
A Little Bit Of Hank In Me; Sample; 
20 Of The Best; Power Of Love; 
Night Games; Country Classics; 
Roll On Mississippi; Everybody's 
Choice; The Very Best Of - (all 
RCA). 


‘The Incomparable’ and ‘That’s My 
Way’ are on the Camden label, 
‘Golden Collection’ is on K-Tel and 
the double album ‘The Charley 
Pride Collection’ is on Pickwick. 


Brian Bullock of Great Yarmouth 

is obviously quite taken with the 
Steve Earle album ‘Guitar Town’ and 
would like to know more about Steve? 


& Earle hails from San Antonio, 
but moved to Nashville in 
November 1974. Like most artistes 

he struggled and made his first 
mark, not as a performer, but as a 
songwriter. His songs, ‘Mustang 
Wine’ and ‘When You Fall In Love’ 
were successful for Carl Perkins 
and Johnny Lee respectively. Fora 
while he was bass player in Guy 
Clark’s band, before he 
disappeared into the mountains of 
Mexico for two years (1976 - 1977). 


In 1982, Steve and his band, The 
Dukes cut a maxi single for the LSI 
label, featuring the songs ‘Nothin’ 
But You’, ‘Continental Trailways 
Blues’, ‘Squeeze Me In’ and ‘My 
Baby Worships Me’. The following 
year, CBS picked up on ‘Nothin’ 
But You’ and re-released the song 
on the Epic label. In 1984 Epic 
released another single ‘What'll 
You Do About Me’ (since picked up 
by John Schneider), coupled with 
‘Cry Myself To Sleep’ penned by 
Paul Kennerley. Hope that helps. 


COUNTRY 
QUESTIONS 


@ Anold mate of mine, Harry from 
Rotherham, is the biggest Marty 
Robbins fan | know. He's got all but 
three of Marty’s, so if you know 
where he can obtain ‘I’ve Got A 
Woman's Love’, ‘Bend In The 
River’ and ‘Saddle Tramp’, let me 
know. 


@ Sorry | gave an outdated David 
Allan Coe address recently. Brian 
Bullock tells it is now 

Dream Enterprises, Route 3, 

Box 549, Dickson, 

Tennessee 37055, USA. But, 
David's latest fan club letter tells me 
to write to Dawn, Long Haul, Big 
Water, Utah, USA. So you can take 
your choices. 


@ We've received quite a response 
from you this month. The song we're 
after containing the line ‘I’m the son 
of asailor and the sea’s in my blood’ 
is not the one recorded by Jimmy 
Buffett. Our song comes from the 
late forties/early fifties. Thanks for 
trying anyhow Jim McKenzie and 
Wally Ashcroft. Will Pam Rudge, 
who wanted Des O’Connor’s 
‘Favourite Country Songs’, and L 
Shaw of Northern Ireland who 
wanted a Willie Nelson pen pal, 
send us a stamped addressed 
envelope. | have good news for both 
of you thanks to B Kuzma, Carolyn 
Jones and P Mansfield. Also if 
anyone is interested in buying good 
quality second hand records, drop 
me a line. Some of my friends are 
trying to trim their collections. 


@ Now for those outstanding 
teasers. We wantto know the origins 
of that obscure compilation of 
Waylon & Willie's ‘18 Golden Hits’, 
we also require current information 
on Paula Kelly, Rose Brennan, Sue 
Terry and Diane Pfeifer (thanks Jim 
McKenzie, but I've tried your 
suggested course of action, without 
success). 


( ANSWERED BY PETE SMITH AND FRIENDS 


Diane Pfeifer 


Peterborough Festival 
Of Country Music 1986 


CAMEOS 


BILL ANDERSON 


@ Whispering Bill Anderson was born in 
Columbia, South Carolina in 1937. He trained to 
become a journalist and obtained a BA degree 
at the University of Georgia, singing and acting 
in his spare time. He finally opted for a musical 
career in 1958 and later went on to earn a gold 
disc with the self penned ‘City Lights’ and 
countless awards. Anderson, (who was once 
called the Pat Boone of country music), with his 
band the Po Folks, has played concerts 
throughout the world. Bill also holds the 
distinction of being the first entertainer to use 
satellite radio, helping to make radio history by 
broadcasting a British concert live to a station in 
Nashville. 


TOM T HALL 


@ The ‘Singin’ Storyteller’ makes a quick return 
to Peterborough City Festival and is sure to thrill 
audiences with his tales of ‘Fox Hollow’ and 
other songs that reflect life at its most basic. 
Tom’s number one chart hits include ‘The Year 
That Clayton Delaney Died’, the evergreen ‘Old 
Dogs, Children And Water Melon Wine’, ‘I Love’, 
‘Country Is’, ‘I Like Beer’ and ‘Faster Horses’. 
More recently Tom has seen success with ‘The 
Old Side Of Town’, ‘Jesus On The Radio’, ‘PS | 
Love You’ and his latest concept album ‘Song In 
A Seashell’. 


ED BRUCE 


@ Had been in and out of show business like a 
yo-yo until he scored with the self penned 
‘Mamas Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up To Be 
Cowboys’. Since then Ed has developed into a 
top country singer, writer and movie actor, a far 
cry from the days when he was a sixteen year old 
rockabilly with the Sun label. These days are 
currently being recalled on the Bear Family 
Records’ album, ‘Rock Boppin’ Baby’ and make 
interesting listening. 


THE KITTY WELLS SHOW 


@ Provides not one star, but three. Kitty Wells is 
a pioneer of ‘modern country’, who broke down 
the musical barriers and opened up the field for 
female country performers with her million 
selling ‘It Wasn’t God Who Made Honky Tonk 
Angels’. Over the years Kitty has scored sixty- 
one chart hits. 

Johnny Wright, Kitty’s husband, who will be on 
stage at Peterborough as part of their show, has 
enjoyed three successful careers, firstly as half 
of the duo Johnny & Jack, then as a solo and 
more recently with Kitty. From the late forties to 
the early seventies Johnny had thirty-seven hits, 
seven of them hitting the top spot. 

The third star of their showcase will be Bobby 
Wright, Kitty and Johnny’s son, who first 
appeared on the ‘Louisiana Hayride’ at the age 
of eight, then went on to star in movies and 
television. : 


LYNN ANDERSON 


@ |s another of Peterborough Festival's artistes 
to have enjoyed British chart success. Lynn 
made number three in Britain with ‘Rose 
Garden’, as well as the top spot in America, plus 
gaining a Grammy award. But, before that, Lynn 
had scored fifteen hits, including three number 
ones. Since then she has charted many times. A 
special point of interest is that both Kitty Wells 
and Lynn Anderson made number one with ‘It 
Wasn't God Who Made Honky Tonk Angels’. 


JIM GLASER 


@ Was an integral part of the Glaser Brothers 
Trio for fifteen years until they split. Jim set out to 
carve a solo career and was modestly 
successful, but in 1980 he re-joined brothers 
Chuck and Tompall for a reunited Glaser 
Brothers’ venture. This lasted only briefly, so Jim 
again went solo. This time he struck gold with 
two top ten singles, ‘If | Could Only Dance With 
You’ and ‘You’re Gettin’ To Me Again’. His 
album, ‘The Man In The Mirror’, spent more than 
a year and a half on the charts andis still selling. 
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DIANE SOLOMON 


@ Now a resident in Britain, Diane first came to 
our attention during the late seventies when, as 
an ‘unknown’, she was given her own BBC 2 TV 
series. In those days Diane was a middle of the 
road singer with leanings towards folk and 
country, but has since developed into a widely 
accepted country performer. 


DWIGHT YOAKAM 


@ I's perhaps one of the most exciting and 
outspoken new characters on the country 
scene. Failing to attract media attention in 
Nashville, Dwight headed for Los Angeles, 
where his unique blend of traditional country/ 
rockabilly has afforded him little short of super 
star status. His debut album ‘Guitars, Cadillacs, 
Etc., Etc.,’ (Warners) is currently still riding high 
in the American country charts, having made the 
number one position last month. 


JIMMY C NEWMAN 


@ Always a welcome visitor to Britain, Jimmy C 
Newman grew up on his native cajun music, but 
turned toward the more commercial Nashville 
sounds, After several hits in this genre, Jimmy 
has returned to his roots music and has been 
‘instrumental’ in commercialising cajun. Jimmy’s 
chart hits include ‘Bayou Tock’, ‘DJ For A Day’ 
and ‘Born To Love You’. 


YELLOWSTONE PICNIC BAND 


@ Immaculate lead vocals, beautiful harmonies 
and fine musicianship add up to Britain’s 
Yellowstone Picnic Band, one of this country’s 
most in demand groups. This band have earned 
that rare distinction of never sending an audience 
home dis-satisfied. 


LORE & THE LEGENDS 


@ Areal hit of last year’s Peterborough festival, 
this Bandera Texas outfit seem set to repeat the 
success with a new line-up and a bunch of 
original, contemporary cowboy songs. 


THE CRICKETS 


@ Are probably the best known backing group 
in the history of rock ‘n’ roll, though they were 
stars in their own right. Their thirty year career 
has found this trio behind the legendary Buddy 
Holly, recording under their own name, playing 
revival tours and latterly, performing their own 
unique brand of country rock. 


FREDDY WELLER 


@ Is also an exciting and personable performer, 
who first hit the heights with the rock group Paul 
Revere & The Raiders. Until 1971 Freddy 
operated a solo career in tandem with his work 
with the Raiders. 1976 saw Weller leaving 
Columbia for a one album deal with ABC, then it 
was back to Columbia and the supervision of Billy 
Sherrill, where he enjoyed a string of hits, taking 
him into the early eighties, including ‘Ask Any Old 
Cheater Who Knows’ (1976), ‘Liquor, Love And 
Life’ (1978) and ‘Go For The Night’ (1980). 
Always a good performer! 


BILLIE JO SPEARS 


@ Because of her many visits to the UK, Billie Jo 
has almost become part of our domestic scene. 
This effervescent lady from Beaumont, Texas, 
hit the British charts three times in 1976, with 
‘Blanket On The Ground’, ‘What I’ve Got In 
Mind’ and ‘Sing Me An Old Fashioned Song’ 
and crosses modern music barriers. 


FREDDY FENDER 


@ Was the Tex Mex favourite of the last half of 
the seventies. His many chart hits included the 
number one rated ‘Before The Next Teardrop 
Falls’, ‘Wasted Days And Wasted Nights’, 
‘Secret Love’ (all 1975), ‘You'll Lose A Good 
Thing’ and ‘Living It Down’ (1976). 


THE DUKE BOYS 


® Scotland’s Duke Boys are at Peterborough 
Festival by special request. That request comes 
from Tex Mex Freddy Fender, following their 
backing him on a successful tour of Europe last 
year. 


Continued next page 
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JEAN SHEPARD 


@ Many country girls have laid claim to the title 
‘Queen Of Country Music’, though no-one has 
worn the crown more regally than Jean 
Shepard. During a recording career which has 
spanned thirty-three years, Jean has never 
moved an inch from her country roots, a fact well 
explained on her many, many hits, which include 
‘Dear John Letter’, a number one in 1953, 
‘Second Fiddle To An Old Guitar’, ‘If Teardrops 
Were Silver’ and her last number one, ‘Slippin’ 
Away’. 


RAYMOND FROGGATT 


@ ‘The Frog’ has probably performed just about 
every kind of music in the Western hemisphere, 
settling with country in the late seventies. His 
1974 album ‘Rogues And Thieves’ (Reprise), 
showed the direction Ray was taking, with a 
display of country rock far ahead of his time. But, 
it wasn’t until four years later that the album titled 
‘Southern Fried Frc 3’ (Jet), (so beautiful in its 
simplicity), made hir.1 a country star. Since then 
Froggie has picked up many awards, including 
the BCMA’s ‘Male Vocalist Of The Year’ and sits 
poised among the final nominees for the 
‘Country Music Round Up International Country 
Music Awards’ in the ‘Most Popular British Male’ 
category. 


CHAS & DAVE 


@ To some a strange inclusion for a country 
show, but not so. This Cockney couple sing 
songs about people and life to a simple 
accompaniment. Isn’t that country music? OK, 
it's about London not Tennessee, but Chas 
Hodges and Dave Peacock do have deep country 
roots. Just scan the musicians credits on your 
quality British albums. Their contributions to 
Nancy Pepper’s excellent ‘Leavin’ For Better 
Times’ (Cowpie/United Artists) was tremendous. 
Chas and Dave also wrote ‘Takin’ It Easy’ and 
‘So Surprising’ for the same album. 


RATTLESNAKE ANNIE 


@ A country lady in every sense of the term, 
Annie McGowan has one of the best voices in 
country music. She was one of the most 
refreshing acts on this year’s Wembley, entirely 
on the strength of that. Another favourite with the 
British club supporters. 


FRANK JENNINGS 


@ Is one of the real pioneers of the British 
country music scene. Since 1970 when Frank 
first came to the fore, he has achieved perhaps 
more than most British country artistes will do ina 
lifetime. After winning the ‘Opportunity Knocks’ 
talent show, Jennings went on to claim many Best 
Band awards, including CMA (GB) 1975 and 
1976. Frank has also appeared many times on 
radio and TV in Britain, Europe and America and 
had an album in the pop charts (‘Heaven Is My 
Woman’s Love’, 1976). 


HANK LOCKLIN 


@ A real country music legend, Hank’s career 
now spans almost forty years. He began his long 
association with both the Grand Ole Opry and 
RCA Records in 1953, has toured Europe often 
over the last thirty years, scoring major British 
chart hits over the years with ‘Please Help Me I’m 
Falling’, ‘From Here To There To You’, ‘We’re 
Gonna Go Fishin’, ‘l Feel A Cry Comin’ On’ and, 
of course, ‘Send Me The Pillow That You Dream 
On’. 


Peterborough Festival Of Country Music 1986 
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RODEO & RIDER 


Rodeo and Rider Leather 
STOCK HUNDREDS OF GENUINE WESTERN 
ITEMS FOR ALL COWBOYS & INDIANS 


England’s largest Western Store 


Stetsons Suede & Leatherwear 
Boots Waistcoats 

Guns Jackets 

Bolo Ties Customised Gun Belts 
Belts American Civil War 
Shirts Equipment 


71 Windmill Road, Luton, Beds. 


(0582) 417446/575378 


% + tH 


‘GAMBLER 


casuals - stagewear - casuals - stagewear - shirts and western accessories and western accessories 
Crinolines - Frontier - Indian - iM 

Saloon Bar Dresses 

Square Dance Dresses - 
Blouses - Skirts - Underskirts 


From stock or made to order. 
Also Boas - Wigs and Feathers. 


FROM A ROCK PILE 
TO A ROCKIN’ 
CHAIR? 


@ ‘CMRU’s Country Rock Pile 
columnist, Pete Smith, has it 
seems for some time been 
digesting ‘rocks’ of a different 
kind, or more accurately ‘stones’, 
as Pete’s currently a resident in 
the Sheffield Hospital, having 
undergone an operation to remove 
his gall bladder on 

7th July. 


J. & T. Pearson ; 
Langham House, Langrick Road, Hubberts Bridge, Boston, Lincs. 
Hubberts Bridge 360 


@ The latest bulletin we have is 
that you can’t keep a good rocker 
down and he looks like making a 
good recovery, as he’s already 
contemplating your Country 
Questions! We all wish him well. 


STAN’S BIG BREAK 


@ BBC Cleveland's country music 
DJ, Stan Laundon, has just had his 
biggest break ever in his radio 
career. . . and he’s furious! 


@ For Stan fell down six stairs 
whilst making a personal 
appearance at one of the region’s 
biggest country gigs and broke two 
bones in his arm. We wish hima 
quick recovery. 


@ Meantime, we hear he’s using 
his toes to drive his radio shows. 


JULY WEDDING 
FOR JEFF AND 
JOAN 


@ POPULAR Wrexham based 
country entertainer Jeff Cliffson 
and his fiancee Joan Brown, were 
married on Monday 21st July. 


@ Jeff organises and comperes 
his own country music club, the 
Cliffsons CMC, held at the Railway 
Club, Wrexham, every Monday 
evening, as well as touring all over 
the country in his own right as a 
much sought after solo artiste with 
guitar accompaniment. 


Mail Order Country Imports and Issues Books, LPs, Tapes, 
and Compact Discs Lists on Request 


GREENWOOD 


RECORDS & MAIL ORDER LTD 
PO Box 20, Bradford BD1 1DR 


CMRU WORDSEARCH 


compiled by Tony Anderson 


@ OVER the last few months, the anagram searches 
seemed to have provided plenty of fun and games for you, so 
it’s on with the puzzle caps again this month and another 
batch for you to find in the grid. This time around though, they 
are all British performers. Remember, it’s back or forward, up 
or down and diagonally side to side to search for the following 
anagrams, then sort out who the artistes are. Send your 
answers to this office no later than 29th August 1986 and you 
could win an album of the Editor’s choice if your entry is the 
first correct one to be pulled from our ‘Wordsearch 
Competition’ Postbox. Have fun! 
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WaYLON JENNINGS 
EARL THOMAS CONLEY 


WILUE NELson 
Ms, JR- 

HANK WILLA * 

JOHNCONLEE f& 


306 AIGBURTH ROAD 
AIGBURTH, LIVERPOOL 
TEL: (051) 727 4861 


SEND FOR LIST NOW! 


COFFEE YS 
COUNTRY 
NEWS FILE 


@ THE Wendel Adkins tour, reported 
last month, has been postponed until 
October. As the ‘CMRU’ office had a lot 
of enquiries about dates, those 
confirmed at present are, Peak Frean 
CMC, Bermondsey (3rd Oct); Butlins, 
Barry Island (4th); Dunsville, 
Doncaster (7th); Andover (9th); 
Elizabethan Rooms, Westward Ho 
(11th); H Bar C CMC, Wallingham 
(16th); and Mirrlees, Stockport (18th). 
Awaiting confimation are The Half 
Moon, Putney; Harlesden’s Mean 
Fiddler; the Mustang, Benfleet and 
Radcliffe Arms, Oxford. 


@ The much talked about young band 
from Austin, Texas, The Tail Gators, 
are presently recording their new 
album, which will be released in the 
UK by Zippo Records in September. 


@ The Blasters have finally 
announced that Dave Alvin has left the 
band and is to be replaced by ex- 
Canned Heat guitarist, Hollywood Fats. 
Pianist Gene Taylor has also left, but 
founder member Phil Alvin, Bill 
Bateman and John Bazz remain. Phil 
says, ‘We’ve been wanting to play with 
Fats since we were kids.’ | hope things 
work out and it makes little difference 
to the superb Blasters’ sound. 


@ Jackson Browne will be inthe UK in 
September for concerts at Edinburgh 
Playhouse and London’s 
Hammersmith Odeon. Elektra/Asylum 
will release his current US single, ‘In 
The Shape Of A Heart’, taken from his 
already available ‘Lives In The 
Balance’ album, to tie in with the visit. 


@ Also here in September is 
seventies country superstar Narvel 
Felts, to appear at Cardiff's Rockabilly 
Festival. Although best remembered 
for his big ABC Records hits, Narvel 
has never missed hitting the country 
charts since leaving the label in 1979 
and was once described in ‘Penthouse’ 
as the ‘definitive rockabilly voice’. 


@ The Flying Burrito Brothers’ classic 
first album, ‘The Gilded Palace Of Sin’, 
is now re-issued on Edsel (ED 191) and 
their second excellent set, ‘Burrito De 
Luxe’, is scheduled for September. At 
the same time Edsel also re-issue 
‘Through The Morning, Through The 
Night’ by (Doug) Dillard and (Gene) 
Clark. 


@ Anew outfit named Eggs Over Easy 
sound interesting to me. Described as 
‘a bar-room band’ they have an album, 
“Good ‘N’ Cheap’, set for release within 
the next couple of months. 


@ After a long wait The Electric 
Bluebirds’ self titled debut album is 
finally in the shops. The band, 
comprising Paul Asties, Alan Dunn, 
Keith W Gotheridge, Richie Robertson 
and Bobby Valentino, also have a 
single ‘Tell tt Like It Is’. Both records 
are on Making Waves. 


@ Finally, rave reports are pouring in 
about a new young band from the North 
West of England named Red Moon Joe. 
Fronted by Mark Wilkinson, they 
perform 75% original material and 
have a refreshing ‘new wave’ approach 
to country music. Red Moon Joe will be 
presenting their act on ‘CMRU’s 
Showcase at the Peterborough Festival 
over the August Bank Holiday 
Weekend. 


@ The names in the grid are:- 
1. Harry Ajos 
2. Fred Ashfive 
3. Doc Aly 
4. Husky Adeate 
5. Ann Bembow 
6. Terry Bat 
7. Hoss Crangon 
8. Binky Clobem 
9. Gordon Coatey 
10. Emmy Claint 
11. Andy Curnace 
12. Earl Condorgo 
13. Joy Danel 
14. Tess Evunts 
15. Robby Ealing 
16. Wilf Falench 
17. Foy Flude 
18. Ann J Fingskern 
19. Fay Furdy 
20. Stan Gormann 
21. Gordon ‘Fatty’ Gram 
22. Fred Gorry 
23, Elton Heard 
24, Stew Harklan 
25. Sam Ireero 
26. Ken Jedor 
27. Fifi Kemald 
28. Nora Mele 
29. Hal Mugee 
30. Pat Neery 
31. Mary Naly 
32. Reggy O’'Doome 
33. Ben Olorsing 
34. Lady Phrib 
35. Maybelle Pighone 
36. Patsy Reese 
37. Betty Son 
38. Pat Suge 
39. Jay Stommen 
40. Barry Stergo 
41. Leona Steckbided 
42. Rita Stee 
43. Thick Simm 
44. Neil Tylting 
45. Bart Tenn 
46. Delia Thinkfom 
47. Dennis Von Helker 


WORDSEARCH 
WINNER 


@ The winning entry for our ‘June 
Wordsearch Competition’ came from 
Michael B Skouse 

‘Donelen’, Tytler Street, Forres, 
Morayshire, Scotland, 

who wins an 

album of the Editor's choice. 


@ For those of you who struggled again 
last month, here are the answers you 
should have had to the June quiz: 


1. Alabama 27. Waylon Jennings 
2. John Anderson 28. Reba McEntire 
3. Hoyt Axton 29. Ronnie Milsap 
4. Ed Bruce 30. Anne Murray 
5. Bobby Bare 31. Mel McDaniel 
6. Moe Bandy 32. C W McCall 
7. Guy Clark 33. Ray Price 
8. Ry Cooder 34. Dolly Parton 
9. Roy Clark 35. Tex Ritter 
10. Rosanne Cash = 36. Marty Robbins 
11. Johnny Cash 937, Eddie Rabbitt 
12. LacyJDalton 38, Johnny Rodriguez 
13. Mac Davis 39. Red Sovine 
14. Dottsy 40. Gary Stewart 
15. The Eagles 41. Kenny Rogers 
16. Exile 42. George Strait 
17. Janie Fricke 43. Conway Twitty 
18. John Fogerty 44, Joe Sun 
19. Steve Goodman 45. Cal Smith 
20.Lee Greenwood 46. The Whites 
21. Jack Greene 47. Dottie West 
22. Merle Haggard 48. John Schneider 
23. Tom T Hall 49. Gene Watson 
24. Emmylou Harris 50. Don Williams 
25. Chris Hillman 91. Steve Young 
26. The Judds 


DREW TAYLOR’S 


JEAN ., BILLY 
SHEPARD WALKER 
SPECIAL GUEST KO KO 


THE SINGING COUNTRY CLOWN 
(Rusty Adams) and 


THE SECOND FIDDLES 


AUGUST 1986 


30th Pavilion Bournemouth 
31st Spa Centre, Leamington Spa 


SEPTEMBER 1986 


Ist TBA 

2nd Pavilion, Glasgow 

3rd Town Hall, Falkirk 

4th Brunton Hall, Musselburgh, 

Nr Edinburgh 

5th Lerwick, Shetland 

6th Capitol Theatre, Aberdeen 

7th Eden Court, Inverness 

8th TBA 

9th TBA 

10th Princess Hall, Aldershot 
11th TBA 

12th Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 
13th City Hall, St Albans 
14th Theatre Royal, Norwich 
15th TBA 
16th Winter Gardens, Malvern 
17th Corn Exchange, Ipswich 
18th Fairfield Halls, Croydon 
19th Middlesbrough Town Hall 
20th Sands Leisure Centre, Carlisle 
21st Butlins, Ayr 


SKIFFLE 


NIGHT 


By Roy Kerridge 


@ |T was a Skiffle Revival Night at 
the Shaw Theatre, near King’s 
Cross, London. As a vintage skiffle 
fan, | was almost beside myself as 
Chas McDevitt and his Skiffle 
Group took the stage. | had never 
seen them before, but well 
remembered their records with 
pale blue middles. How important 
colour seemed to music in those 
days! Purple meant Lonnie 
Donegan on ‘Pye Records’, and 
Lonnie never seemed so good 
when Pye ended his Purple Period. 
Nowadays, Chas is a curly-headed 
boozily-cheerful Cockney, 
somewhat reminiscent of another 
Chas, of Chas and Dave fame. His 
original bass player was there, a 
big shiny-bald man who resembled 
the gong beater for J Arthur Rank. 
Mark Sharrat, the energetic 
washboard player, seemed too 
young to be the original skiffler that 
he is. What the group lacked in 
looks, they made up for in energy 
as they belted their way through 
Leadbelly cotton pickin favourites 
suchas, ‘Cotton Fields’ and ‘Pick A 
Bale Of Cotton’. Apparantly the 
former song had been a hit in the 
American South, where Chas’s 
English accent had seemed an 
hilarious novelty. 


@ The audience were mainly 
young and fashionably punky, with 


@ ALTHOUGH I've talked to Dave 
many times over the years, via the 
miracle administered by British 
Telecom, we only actually met once, 
an occasion which I'm unlikely to 
forget. 


I can’t remember now what Dave was 
doing in the North East that Tuesday, 
but! do recall meeting up with him ina 
licensed premises in North Shields, 
which rejoices under the name of the 
Pheasant. This was (indeed still is) a 
residency of the Moat Brothers and 
various other equally assorted 
characters. After partaking of the 
music (accompanied of course by 
what is described in Glasgow Sheriff 
Court by the Saturday night drinkers 
as ‘a wee refreshment’), | volunteered 
to drive him back to his hotel in 
Newcastle. This | duly did, then set off 
for Washington, almost immediately 
finding myself driving the wrong way 
down a one way street on to the Tyne 
Bridge Southern approach road. 


Since nothing was in sight, | cautiously 
carried on and was homeward bound, 
until after about a mile that is, when | 
was flashed to a halt by a police patrol 
car and told that, not only had | 
proceeded the wrong way down a one 
way street in Gateshead, | had 
confounded my felonies by exceeding 
the speed limit. The howling gale must 


a few skiffle diehards like myself, 
some of them ex-teds 


@ ‘Are there any washboard 
players out there?’ Chas roared, 
and a bashful man named Sean 
was pushed forward by his mates. 
‘We need two washboards on this 
number’, Chas announced, and 
handed Sean a small domestic 
washboard. ‘I don’t believe this!’ the 
volunteer exclaimed. With a one 
and a two, the Group launched into 
‘Mama Don’t Allow’, each 
instrument prohibited by Mama 
allowed a lengthy solo. Sean was 
last, and though he could not play 
as well as the nimble fingered 
Sharratt, whose very name sounds 
like washboard music, he gave a 
remarkably good performance. 


@ Then the stage was spot-lit for 
the dramatic entrance of Nancy 
Whiskey, the Scottish First Lady of 
Skiffle, who earned the group it’s hit 
record ‘Freight Train’ way back 
when. More a Glasgow Barbara 
Windsor than a Dolly Parton, Nancy 
seemed a cheerfully vulgar woman 
whose corny jokes fell a little flatly 
amongst the sophisticated young 
audience. But when she sang! Yes, 
that mournful blue moaning note 
was still there, as ‘Freight Train’, 
‘Greenback Dollar’ and ‘K C Moan’, 
echoed back over the centuries that 
seem to have passed since the 
fifties. 

@ Afterwards, Chas hung around 
signing copies of his new album, 
‘Takes Ya Back, Don’t It?’ (Joy 
Records). | bought a copy and 
listened to the gossip of the old 
skifflers who came up to shake their 
fellow-veteran’s hand. 


@ ‘| was one of the Worried men, | 
came to replace Adam Faith. Bob 
Cort? (he’s dead). He was the first 
skiffler to die of old age’. 


@ The appreciative punks, young 
dudes and others of the youthful set 


have blown the best bitter fumes 
Tynewards, for after a warning | was 
left to weave (I mean drive) home. In 
the meantime my erstwhile passenger 
was doubtless sleeping the kip of the 
righteous, lucky fella! 


Anyway, a right nice chap | found our 


Dave, who must soon qualify for a long 
service medal for ‘CMRU’. He has 
always struck me as an extremely 
honest reporter, not afraid to say what 
he thinks, something which I’m sure 
everyone would applaud (except for 
those who prefer self deception). He 
always seems to be picking up 
journalistic awards in Scotland, so his 
efforts are clearly appreciated. Quite 
right too! 


Dave disturbed the tranquillity of 
Glasgow on 8th August 1929 by being 
born. He has doubtless disturbed it 
many times since! The youngest of ten 
and the son of a miner, Dave notes that 
‘the weather was cold in those days.” 
Read into that what you will 


He says that his education was nothing 
to write home about, but all the schools 
were approved. (Shades of Brian 
Ahern). A promising career as a copy 
boy with ‘The Scottish Daily Express’ 
came to an abrupt halt after all of five 
weeks when showbiz called and he 
began work as a cinema projectionist 
(apprentice first class and celluloid 
Star). By way of variety, the job also 
involved theatre work, including 
stagehand and lighting bod. 


In the fullness of time, he completed 
his apprenticeship and gained the 
necessary certificates to prove it toa 
disbelieving world. This career was 
rudely interrupted by a spell in H.M.F., 
between 1947-1949, during which 
period he contracted pulmonary TB in 
both lungs and twice was so ill as to 
cause the band to put in extra practise 
on ‘Nearer My God To Thee’. 


seemed not to understand skiffle as 
we know it in the late fifties. They 
regarded it merely as amateurish 
home-made music, and early 
counterpart of punk rock. Young 
modem skifflers write their own 
songs, as often as not. As | 
remember it, skiffle was the first 
teenagers’ taste of the American 
South. Vintage blues and hillbilly 
records had not then been collected 
into albums for the English market, 
yet somehow the older skifflers had 
got hold of the records, or song- 
book verses, of the great country 
blues singers, gospel singers, and 
white country singers such as the 
Carter Family. Leadbelly and 
Woody Guthrie were father figures 
of the skiffle boom, and we revered 
their names at second hand, for as 
far as High Street record shop 
owners know, their records were 
unobtainable. Donegan, Cort, Mc 
Devitt, the Vipers and others were 
listened to as prophets, bringing us 
the music of the American South. 


The South was where all music 
came from, even rock and roll, then 
scorned as ‘commercial’. The blues 
boom of the later sixties was merely 
a continuation of the American 
South mystique. When English 
blues became psychedelia, the 
Southern connection was lost, and 
pop became Californian. From 
psychedelia onwards, popular 
music has become for me the 
unfathomable incoherent noise that 
skiffle and rock and roll were for my 
elders. When real Southern blues 
and country became available, in 
the early sixties, their resemblance 
to rock and roll became obvious, 
and the anti-rock stigma of skiffle 
days vanished. 


@ Just as teenagers of the late 
sixties searched their acid rock and 
Beatle records for mystic signs and 
drug references, so the skiffle fans 
of ten years before tried hard to 
learn about Southern chain gangs 


Fortunately, he survived, to marry wife 
Bette in 1949, although three weeks 
after the wedding he suffered a 
recurrence of the TB and Bette was 
prepared for the worst. It didn't happen 
and only daughter Jacqueline was born 
in 1964, to complete the happy family 
of three. 


Subsequent to his career in the 
entertainment industry, Dave returned 
to press agency freelance work, mainly 
with the ‘Glasgow Evening Times’. He 
happily remembers landing a few 
scoops which concerned murders, hold 
ups etc., although not! hasten to add, 
via inside information from the 
criminal fraternity. 


His typing is still not brilliant (ie 
2000% better than mine, which is non 
existent). 


Ail the best bios list the subject's 
favourite hobbies, likes, dislikes etc. In 
imitation of these, here are Dave's. 
Sports - In his early days he played 
soccer and (in his own words) was 
‘some kind of a boxer’. (Horizontal?) 
Golf is also mentioned, which is not the 
only type of round I’ve seen him enjoy. 
Hobbies - Country music, country 
music and country music. Together 
with Austin Marshall and Don and Chris 
Cartwright, he is a founder member of 
the Scottish Country Music Fellowship. 
His services to country music in 
Scotland are self evident. 
Hates - Prima Donnas and 
‘Talkdowners. | agree, Dave. If they're 
good enough they don’t have to be 
Prima Donnas. Talkdowners, yes, 
we've all met them and they're a pain 
in the khyber. 
Prized Possessions - Wife Bette, 
daughter Jacqueline, deg Glen and all 
the friends he has made via ‘CMRU’. 
Long may he continue to grace its 
pages. 

@ Larry Drummond. 


and low life from the garbled, 
lightning-paced lyrics of the 
skifflers. Only a few months ago, | 
discovered a volume of Southern 
songs, collected by Alan Lomax, 
that had apparently provided 
material for the great Lonnie 
Donegan. Lines that had been 
puzzling me for years became 
crystal clear. 


@ ‘You might get your powder, or 
you might drop dead’. These lines, 
from the prison song ‘Ain't No More 
Cane On The Brazos’, had long 
inspired me with awe. What was 
this mysterious powder? Now | 
know! It was not powder at all, buta 
Pardon, such as the revered 
Leadbelly received when he was 
let out of prison. 


@ ‘Judas In My Pack-Drill’, from ‘I 
Shall Not Be Moved’ was really 
‘Jesus Is My Captain’. (I Still don’t 
know what the saying ‘No name, no 
pack-drill means’). 


@ ‘The misty hills of Lyr’, from 
‘Grand Coulee Dam’ had long 
been associated in my mind with 
the mystic Irish legend of the 
Children of Lyr, who tumed into 
swans. Yet all the time the words 
had really been ‘The Misty Crystal 
Glitter’! 


RICKY SKAGGS’ 
‘HIT IT BOYS’ 
RADIO TWO SERIES 


@ RICKY Skaggs turns radio 
presenter for a five part series 
called ‘Hit It Boys’ that will explore 
the roots of country music. The 
series, produced for Radio 2 from 
BBC Manchester, began on 
Thursday 10th July at 9pm, 
replacing Paul Jones’ ‘Rhythm & 
Blues’ show for five weeks. Each 
programme runs for just under an 
hour. 


@ The producer is Nick 
Barraclough, who’s been a 
bluegrass musician for many 
years and was a member of the 
group Telephone Bill & The 
Smooth Operators. He first met 
Ricky Skaggs a decade ago ata 
bluegrass festival in Asheville, 
North Carolina. ‘Skaggs was a 
sideman for popular bluegrass 
group, The Country Gentlemen,’ 
remembers Barraclough. ‘We met 
in a dressing room and played 
“Sweet Georgia Brown’ together.’ 


@ Ten years on, Ricky Skaggs has 
become a country superstar and 


the pair have come together again. 
‘Ricky seemed the ideal person to 
present this special series,’ says 
Barraclough, ‘because he covers 
country music from its roots to the 
hi-tech albums he produces today. 


@ Nick Barraclough was in 
Nashville in May of this year 
recording ‘Hit It Boys’ with Ricky. 
The series includes interviews 
with other musicians, including 
Ralph Stanley, Bill Monroe, Bobby 
Bare, Loretta Lynn, Peter Rowan, 
Elvis Costello and Dave Edmunds. 


@ ‘Hit It Boys’ uses Skaggs’ 
Grammy award winning 
instrumental, ‘Wheel Hoss’ as its 
theme tune. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-A UG UST 1986 


CMRU THE WORDS THAT GO WITH THE MUSIC 


@ As! walked home at night with 
the Chas McDevitt album, | 
reflected on the admiration for 
worksong-singing negro convicts, 
ramblers, gamblers, robbers, 
thieves and Southern murderers 
that the skiffle boom engendered. 
Had this been such a good thing 
after all? Leadbelly had been 
imprisoned for a very good reason- 
he had stuck a knife into a man’s 
neck and pulled it half way round his 
throat. Just then, | heard running 
footsteps behind me, and a Negro 
youth hurled me to the ground, 
dragged me into a dark corner and 
stuck the point of a knife in the side 
of my neck as he proceeded to rob 
me of every penny | had on me. 
(This is all true). Among his booty 
were some letters from children in 
Zimbabwe, Africa, asking for 
English pen-friends. Perhaps he 
would write to them. In amoment he 
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THE INDIAN RANGE 


All at £34.00 inc. P & P 
By MARLIN Y 


(A) 


UNISEX FRONTIER SHIRT 
Frontier type shirt, lace front 


8 GORED SKIRT 
Fringed bottom. Waist coat has 


SLEEVELESS DRESS 

Elasticated top with shoulder 
straps. Fringed top and bottom 
Worn with or without belt 


(D) 


FRINGED SLEEVES AND SKIRT 
BOTTOM, LACED FRONT 
Can be worn with or without belt 


(E) 


STRAIGHT LINE LACED FRONT 


on skirt 


(F) 


LONG LENGTH TOP 
Four concho fastening, six gored 
skirt. Fully lined 


COLOURS AVAILABLE 
Black, Navy, Pale Blue, Cerise, 
Mink, Brown, Tan. 
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A.B.C.D.E.F. Tick 
Decorated coloured beads. 


Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 2H! 
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fringed yokes and bottom. Fully 
lined 
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Fringed sleeves and arched inset 


Ui its tesa na vinnie. None or Me ot es 


Cheques & POs made out to Marlin. 
Send to The Willows, Dodds Road, 


H. 


was gone, and not very badly hurt, | 
picked myself up and found the 
Chas McDevitt LP lying nearby, 
unscathed. 


@ That night, | played it to restore 
my nerves. Chas’s few pop songs 
were nothing special, but his skiffle 
numbers had been updated in a 
most stimulating way. ‘Freight 
Train’ had been jazzed up, and 
many of the other songs, including 
Negro ditties, had been givena 
bluegrass-banjo treatment. His 
version of ‘Wabash Cannonball’ 
must be unique! The Carter Family 
song had been given a slow rhythm 
and blues treatment, with a country 
fiddle in the background. In 
between Chas's verses one of the 
skifflers shouted comments in an 
accent like that of a hillbilly Fats 
Waller. That mugger didn’t know 
what he was missing! 
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REWARD ... 


... A FABULOUS FULL BOARD COUNTRY & WESTERN WEEKEND 
WITH 5 STAR SPORTS & LEISURE FACILITIES AT YOUR DISPOSAL 


including Badminton, Squash, Bowls, Top class Pool Complex with heated Indoor 
Pool and surfjets, Jacuzzi, Table Tennis, Snooker, Hi-tech Disco ... 


ON NOV. 7th, 8th, 9th (Fri. evening meal—Sunday lunch inclusive) 


~ 


: MERCURY 
TWO BANDS NIGHTLY 7th: DREWS BREW £. 
DAVE LORD & COUNTRY GOLD 


8th: DREWS BREW Ls 
PINKERTONS COLOURS Person 
PLUS LUNCHTIME COUNTRY IN THE BAR : STALLS : COMPETITIONS 


All this for only £43% + VAT per person - Reductions for children 
* Full board Friday evening - Sunday lunch inclusive 


Book NOW - Ring Lowestoft (0502) 730345 


£5 Deposit per person secures your booking 


~~ oltlers HOLIDAY & LEISURE CLUB 
HOPTON-ON-SEA, GT. YARMOUTH 

ms _ NORFOLK. TEL: (0502) 730345 
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DIRECTORY 
_,.__ ARTISTES 
ee ARE YOU 


See 
~~ GETTING YOUR 
. SHARE OF BOOKIN’S ? 


Available Nationwide 


JEFF CLIFFSON 


One of Wales’ top Country 


an aWestern singers 
i “a % — (0978) 821998 


No venue 
too large or small 
Distance no object 
Fully pro. 


SPILL THE BEANS 


0532 — 687788 
Sole Representation & Management: Sylvantone Promotions 


AWARD 

WINNING 

TOP SOLO 
COUNTRY y 
ENTERTAINER + B. 


For Bookings 
‘phone Alf Roberts 
(0244) 813009 


CLUB SECS, 
DID YOU KNOW, YOU CAN 


Fill the flat spots at your club 
be it dancing or concert 
with 


JIM DUNCAN 


and his 


MAGNIFICENT 
MUSIC MACHINE 


Pure Country 
Telford (0952) 583672 


Bookings and Enquiries 
Tel: (0536) 743948 
WANVULLLLLLRRREER HEELERS 


FUG 


Sponsored By Couvtey Feova 


TOP SHOWS MONTHLY 


eet. TO find out more about copy dates and 
rates for advertising, ring (0522) 41546. 
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> L war 
MEL HARVEY 


presents 


‘Country Magic’ 
for Clubs and Festivals 


HAVE SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT IN 
YOUR NEXT 
COUNTRY SHOW 
‘There’s even a hanging’ 
Office:- 

Water’s Edge Ranch 
Honington, Shipston-on-Stour 
Warwickshire, CU36 5AA. 
Tel: (0608) 61657 


KEN’S COUNTRY 
DISCO 
Celebrating 
25 years spinning 
1961 to 1986 
Fully Pro 


Inside or out, 
self contained 


Doncaster 876272 
or Rotherham 894444 


HT REFUELLING ¢ 


If you're visiting our area, why not spend an 
evening with us. Tel (0258) 54258 


BIG JIM 
REYNOLDS 


COUNTRY SINGER 
FULLY PRO 
EQUITY 
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Available Nationwide 


ARTISTE, COMPERE 
& STAGE MANAGER 


CONTACT 
061-973 6380 


SAVE MONEY MAKE MONEY 


HIGH SPEED DUPLICATION 
(inc. Full Mastering Studio) 
REAL TIME DUPLICATION 
FULL LABEL & INLAY DESIGN & PRINTING 
PRECISION WOUND BLANK CASSETTES 
RAINHILL TAPE SPECIALISTS 


3) ECCLESTON STREET PRESCOT 
MERSEYSIDE. L34 SOA 


DISTRIBUTORS OF AMPEX, BASF TAPE & ACCESSORIES 


Mc 


051-430 9001 


Notice 


(0843) 821440 or 
(0304) 830627 


ul 


AMERICAN 
BREW 


4-PIECE COUNTRY BAND 
AVAILABLE WITH 
FEMALE VOCALIST OR CABARET 


ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 
DOESN'T COST, IT PAYS. 


TEL: 


813421 
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WILD WEST. DANCE WEAR, MASKS & PUPPETS. 
JEWELLERY, BOOKS. BOAS. WIGS, MAKE-UP. 
PROPS. PYROTECHNIQUES. ETC!. 
WINDOW DISPLAYS. WARDROBE CONSULTANCY. 

+ SPECIALISTS IN PERIOD COSTUME. 
MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE... £2 ta 
Will‘O-Wisp. Costume Attic. Back Alley 
8a Norwich Road. Aylsham. Norfolk.NR11 6BN. 
Tel: Aylsham (0263) 734464. 
a Norwich (0603)871029 ‘answer phone 


credited to Jim Silverthorn can 
be obtained by writing to:- 


KIM 


TONY ANDERSON 


* 
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@ A letter from old friend Jeannie Sinclair said | had to 
make the Wildwood South CMC's meeting on Saturday 
12th July, since this popular warbler was slotted in at the 
Millbrook School venue, in place of a cancelled band. 
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@ An early newsletter from Chichester CMC means 
that it catches my copy. Thanks Tony Bleach (boss 
man) and Editor lan Grimes, for the date sheet which 
covers July/August, showing the usual attractive events 
at the club’s six venues. Yes, six, if you include the Gala 
Dance at Chichester Assembly Rooms last month 
which featured Frank Jennings’ Syndicate plus Johnny 
Spencer. 

The newsletter include excellent reviews for various 
guest bands at the Chichester venues, including the 
Welcome Inn, Petersfield (Sundays); Hannah’s, 
Bognor Regis (Fridays fortnightly); Selsey Arms, West 
Dean (Fridays, monthly); St Georges Hall, Whyke, 
(Saturdays, monthly) and the Lavant Hall (Fridays and 
Saturdays periodically). Seems the club were highly 
impressed by Buckboard and Vegas, with the lovely and 
talented Julie Clements. This lady’s fiddle expertise has 
to be heard to be believed! 


@ Tony Best pulled a massive crowd for his latest gig at 
Hannah's. No surprise this, as the Best lad is a veritable 
endless front of talent and humour. Linda & Arthur 
James too sound impressive, with vocals and steel, 
whilst Fox Mountain Express got a fine reception, as did 
Homer in June. 
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@ WILDWOOD South CMC's Southampton Guildhall 
‘biggie’ back in June, was an experimentina 
‘Musicians Co-operative’ venture with the local country 
music club and one which came off admirably, in fact, 
thus my earlier published foreboding proved wrong! 
There was a reasonably hefty crowd, (these Guildhall 
events attract all sorts, the cowboys and cowgirls, 
indians, you name it), in some numbers, as well as the 
more orthodox dressers like yours truly. There are 
always a few stalls in the foyer end of this vast hall with 
western gear and this year a charity stall, which did 
good business. 


@ Club President Reg Lodge seemed well pleased 
with the event which opened with the formidable Pete 
Pope fronting an excellent bunch of musos. The lad’s 
gritty vocals always impress (although with a muscular 
and friendly arm around my neck he said ‘don’t write 
about me’ during an interval) and the five piece went off 
to storming applause after their first set. 


@ YARMS New Cross Keys Hotel celebrated its first 
year of country promotions with soloist Paul Beveridge 
and Apache providing the entertainment. Paul’s voice 
sounded OK once the volume was toned down, but he’s 
another act whose use of backing tapes does nothing to 
help unemployed musicians find work. 

Apache were much improved from the last time | saw 
them. Their comedy routine and overall performance 
was much tighter this time and some of my comments 
on their show the last time | saw them have been 
cleverly worked into their programme (glad to be of help 
lads). A good show, ideally suited to the occasion. Their 
fast, witty humour was appreciated by the audience. 
Oh, yes and the music wasn't bad either! 


@ Info from Sylvia Johnson indicated that Kevin 
Duffy's new look band live up to its promise of a great 
show supporting Avone Jones at Barnard Castle's 
Glaxo Sports & Social Club. Rusty Douch has added 
extra pep to the band and Ailee McDonald gave that 
extra sparkle that makes an outfit stand out above the 
ordinary. Her marvellous voice, for one so young, had 
members predicting a great future for this sixteen year 
old Orkney lass. The sell out crowd were apparently 
completely mesmerised by the performance of Avone 
Jones. 


@ The Shotgun Duo visited Loftus Country Club. Very 
smart (three changes of gear), very pleasant on the ear 
and very well received. Their popular, well known older 
style of material was ideally suited to this club's tastes. 
(Organiser Colin Bainbridge is still looking for solo/ 
duos). 
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@ DOWN on the Mississippi recently (at Newbury 
Park, Ilford), on a warm sultry night, the Country 
Squires and George Moody ‘himself’ were ensconced 
for the evening. One thing you can always rely on, this 
group is entertaining. George is often branded as being 
predictable in his choice of material, but like a few other 
British groups, his current repertoire includes the 
number by Raymond Froggatt ‘All Because Of You’, 
which George delivered in his own inimitable style. 


@ Quite the opposite was a visit | made recently to the 
Peak Frean Club, when a group new to me called Lucky 
Numbers were ‘playing’. To be polite | should stop 
there, but being the avaricious little so and so that | am, 
l'llcarry on. No, on second thoughts, I'll tell you | spenta 
lovely evening at the Virginian Club, when the club 
raised £406 for charity at a show that featured Ron 
Scott & Mississippi, Lone Star Band, Country Echoes, 
Mike Scott Tracy Band (featuring Little Jason on 
drums), an almost complete Rooster Booster and Jacky 
Peters. An auction during the evening raised £100 fora 
painting by blind club member Carl of a watering place 
he used to use for swimming back home in the States. 
Also on hand to provide alternative entertainment was 
Buffalo Head with his Indian Hoop Dance, for which he 
had apparently gone on a diet in order to achieve 
twenty-one hoops. Musically it was difficult to assess 
the groups, due to their limited time on stage, but thanks 
| feel sure are due to them all for giving their time. | also 
think | should refer to all connected with this very 
enjoyable evening with proceeds directed to those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 


@ Heard from ex-Muskrats drummer Jeff Van Weenan 
recently, who informs me that he is now with a new group 
called Dixie De Luxe, four lads who apparently fix their 
sights on the contemporary side of modern country. They 


say they’re influenced by artistes like Alabama, John 
Anderson and Hank Jr., together with the sounds of 
Vince Gill & Southern Pacific. But, apparently, they do 
not stop there, as they also feature a number of original 
numbers of their own. The individual capabilities of the 
musos together if they ‘gell’ could mean another star 
band on the horizon? 


@ | was unable to make the recent Gravesend two day 
festival at Northfleet Football Club and apparently | was 
not the only one, as the attendance was extremely 
disappointing. From information supplied it seems that it 
peaked at just eighty souls. | know there are more 
country fans than that in the area and British Rail even 
laid on extra services, Seems like those in attendance 
had a train each? Perhaps a wider choice of advertising 
for the festival might have helped? 


@ Talking about festivals, we are now running into the 
‘silly season’, with the Bank Holiday Weekend looming 
up. This year more than ever before, | pose the question, 
why can't all these organisers get their act together and, 
instead of trying to out-do each other, arrange a date 
sensibly, so that ardent country fans are not forced to 
divide their loyalties between artistes appearing at one or 
the other of these events. It’s clear that some heartaches 
and financial suicides are looming up very fast. 


ODDS AND SOLUBLES 


® Heard from Freddy Jameson that his band are now 
known as Freddy Jameson & Convoy (10-4 Fred, 
where’s your rubber duck)? . . . Jim and Betty Eagles 
have an interesting line up during August if you happen 
to be near their West Way CMC on a Sunday evening 
out at Witney, Warren Reeves & Clarksburg Express, 
Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried, Amarillo, Kevin Duffy Band 


and Memphis Short & Grand Canyon . . . Bill Fell of the 
Border Patrol Club tells me his shows to watch for 
feature Carlton Moody & The Moody Brothers in 
September and Boxcar Willie at the end of the 

year .. . Heard Pete Ryan went down well at Joan 
Greenaway’s special barbeque night when he 
appeared in the recent award show for her at the 
Grange . . . The Drew Taylor package too has some 
dates in this area during September, featuring Jean 
Shepard, the Second Fiddles, Billy Walker and Rusty 
(Koko the Clown) Adams, with gigs at the City Hall, St. 
Albans and Fairfield Halls, Croydon, just two venues to 
choose from, depending on your location. 


@ Ray and Bernie Blow’s Silver Dollar was one of my 
destinations last month for the appearance of Tulsa 
Time, featuring Tony Saunders (drums), Derek Hazell 
(bass), Alan Burton (lead/rhythm guitars) and the 
‘Reverend’ Joe Penny (vocals), although the other 
three fellows also took a stint on oiling the old chords in 
the throat. The group, which features a short comedy 
spot in the evening, went down well with what was a 
below average attendance and gave a more than 
adequate showing at this long standing venue. It was 
also nice to see Bernie at her best again following her 
recent illness. This is a club | know I’m welcome at as 
soon as the insults start flying! 


@ Well, I'm chasing a copy date alarmingly close this 
month, so remember, Country Rools OK! Greater 
London details and comments and views as usual to 


Tony Anderson, 40 Cole Close, Thamesmead, London 
SE28 8AU. 
Telephone: 01 310 2792. 
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Bob Howard & Southern Roots followed, opening with 
‘Pick Me Up On Your Way Down’, the start of a non- 
stop set. Little time was given to chat, with ‘Fort Worth’, 
‘Bucket’s Got A Hole In It’ etc., all tried and trusted Bob 
Howard favourites taking me back over the years when 
the band and |, as an agent, laughed and suffered 
together at times. (Like the night the waterhose went on 
the way to a big show at Basingstoke (I was the 
compere) and we just made it covered in oil and grease! 
Getting back was another matter of a duff engine)! 
Nicely done (and no Bob, | can’t say you’re ‘burly’ 
again) and well received. The lad always has a fine 
band with him and is still working! 


@ Kansas Kountry, a four man, always smart reliavle 
outfit, with a nice'line in vocals and instrumentation that 
doesn’t take the roof off, filled the next spot and filled it 
well. Nice, laid back band, very popular around the 
Southern scene. Again it reminded me how, over ten 
years ago, (was it) we sat in a Fareham pub and 
discussed band names and gigs before settling on their 
unique title, which has stuck with ‘em all those years, 
Amuch awaited event of the evening must have been the 
Dodie Carson Band who came on next. This lady’s great 
potential is more than helped by her powerful country 
voice, which at one time looked like dominating the 
scene in the South and elsewhere. The lady has an 
excellent five piece backing, with of course, the 
redoubtable Phil Tilbury (drums), who's finding a 
lucrative living in gigs and Dave Nash who is always in 
demand as a top steelie. Dodie herself wore a multi- 


@ Jim Burns caught Dealers Wheel’s show at 
Hartlepool's lona Club and echoed my sentiments on 
this band made some months back. Known then as 
Rodeo they were good musos, lacking a little on vocals 
with several numbers played, seemingly, to see who 
could finish first. It appears nothing changes but the 
name. Tony Goodacre’s trio played the same venue. 
This professional entertainer went out of his way to 
please and was very favourably greeted for his efforts. 


®@ Spill The Beans gave a good account of themselves 
at Rovers Quoit Club, with material to suit most needs. | 
last saw this band at Pontin's Brean Sands Festival in 
1984 on the late night showcase, but judging by reports 
they are fulfilling that early promise... 


@ Club organisers Win and Ron Temple of the Boot & 
Sandal (Edmondsley and Daisy Hill), just outside 
Durham, enjoyed the visit of Stockton quartet Arizona. 
Friendly atmosphere, knowledgeable fans and good 
music combined to create a very good night’s 
entertainment. 


@ A full house greeted Kelly's Country when they 
played Guisboro’s Bunkhouse (Globe Hotel), but 
although Sye Madison's well known brand of country 
music drew generous applause from Marske C C 
members, it was a depleted crowd . . . Mel Hague 
visited my wife’s home town of Great Ayton when he 
appeared at the Royal Oak, a new venue to me. Mel's 
renderings of ‘Three Legged Man’, ‘Tying The Leaves’ 
(his new single) ‘The Gambler’ and Pete Ryan’s ‘The 
Best Things In Life Are Hairy’ received rousing 
receptions. 


coloured trouser outfit, topped with a blue over-coat. Her 
voice and personality has certainly lost nothing over the 
years. She is well known for her style and good voice (in 
the Billie Jo Spears mould) and certainly live up to the 
expectations that night. Perhaps we may see her around 
a bit more? 


@ Didn't see (or hear) ‘cowboy’ Ken Blake around for a 
change, but | did see ‘Big’ Gerry Hockley, who is behind 
the Bournemouth based club, which he says is up and 
down on its Tuesday meetings. We mutually hoped that 
the extra summer visitors might release the financial 
problems. My hint that Gerry might give those infamous 
‘hippies’ from Stonehenge some of his farm land for a 
haven met with the reply that if they played country 
music, OK, but not otherwise! 


@ Many thanks to lan and Tony for all the info. I've 
carefully used what | can within the confines of space! 
The same applies to all communications - | do my 
humble best, as does Neil Coppendale of the Brighton 
CMC (always a pleasure to receive his news). The 
Club’s fifteenth anniversary (28th August), is 
celebrated with top acts Acme Bluegrass Band and 
lona & Andy. A Special Show further ahead features 
Carlton & The Moody Brothers, Billy Finnegan & 
Stagecoach, Grant Carson Band, Linda Cassidy and 
the Duffy Brothers. | had Norman Mourant and others 
there years ago when | wore my agency cap!. 
Incidentally, ‘South Coast Country’ are broadcasting 
excerpts from one of the Brighton CMC’s recent 
‘biggies’. 


@ Bluegrass fans throughout the North East made their 
way to the Travellers Rest, Cockerton, Nr. Darlington, 
for the visit of California’s Grant Street String Band. 
Lead vocalist Laurie Lewis’s version of ‘Miss The 
Mississippi’ received unbelievable applause from the 
jam packed crowd, stopping the show for several 
minutes. lan Edwards told me not to miss this band next 
time around. 


@® St Mary's R C Club, Grangetown, was the setting for 
a one off visit from Ireland's Eileen King & The 
Kingsmen, Gary Martin (lead), Bri Mullan (drums), Mike 
Gillespie (keys) and Steve (‘fish fingers’) Ross (bass). 
Despite one or two sound problems, they did enough to 
show them to be one of the best country outfits | have 
seen. ‘Three Day Shamrock’ and the waltzy ‘Hear The 
Wind Blow’ were outstanding. This very smart, classy 
band seemed grossly out of place in this venue and 
once again a top class band visited the area and no one 
knew about it. No wonder there were only seventy folk 
present. Come on you artistes, managers, agents, 
organisers, let Joe Public know you are coming, or face 
more empty concert rooms. (There’s a perfect media 
right here)! 


@ Lazenby Social Club provided my top show of the 
month, coming from Raymond Froggatt. The Eric White 
Duo opened, then the Froggatt band did a short set, 
before Froggie took the stage. What can one say about 
this guy that has not been said before? So much 
charisma, magic, call it what you will, he produced a 
breath taking session of nearly two hours, including four 
encores, Losers on the night were those supposed 
country music fans who stayed away from this still 
reasonable well attended show. 


® There was a good reception for the Louisiana 
Hellraisers and Norman Mourant’s Country Gentry (or 
OTT band - not sure of that crack, is it ‘over the top)? at 
the club. They also had a special bonus with an entire 
country show from Belgium, fronted by Jimmy Lawton, 
including former British favourites Jeannie Denver and 
ace picker Stuart stepping in when singer Jody Lane was 
hospitalised. All in all, Mr Coppendale’s Brighton CMC 
seems more than capable of holding its own in the 
always risky business of pulling in the punters. 


®@ That's it for this issue. | must admit, it’s great to be 
typing this in a temperature around the seventies (yes, 
I’m still in England by the way) and it’s also great to note 
in the July issue (just arrived) that there are so many big 
festivals planned for this summer. They can’t all win | 
suppose, but | wish 'em all the luck there is! 


, Emie Sears, 14 Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, Hants. 


Telephone: (0703) 452498. 
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®@ Dillinger topped Guisboro Quoit’s month, with a 
sizzling display, done in their own inimitable style. 
Support act Daniel Murphey'’s version of the Statlers’ 
‘Burning Bridges’ was much to my liking, but his 
performance deteriorated as the night wore on. 


@ twas another polished performance from the Moat 
Brothers at Middlesbro’s Dorman'’s Athletic Club. The 
lack of backsides on seats contributed to a general lack 
of atmosphere in the large, half full concert room. Exile’s 
‘Woke Up In Love’ and Emmylou’s ‘No, It's NotLove, But 
It’s Not Bad’ were my pick of the night. 


@ Redcar's Lobster Hotel has re-opened its Thursday 
and Sunday country nights by popular demand. Kelly's 
Country were appearing the night | called in, to find 
original bassist Dan Kelly back in the line-up for this 
show. Nice to see his smiling face on the scene again. 


@ Cross Country, as mentioned last month, are 
travelling further afield, having just completed a tour of 
Norway . . . Paul and Nadine’s new cassette is now on 
sale. Tracks heard on Stan Laundon’s Radio Cleveland 
‘Country Time’ show sounded good, but I've no further 
info. (as usual. Come on local acts, personal advertising 
and promotion is pathetic). 


@ The dreaded decorating curse and | must admit, my 
love of boat fishing, has meant my lesser appearance at 
venues lately, so special thanks to those who passed on 
information this month. Very much appreciated. 

News is still required from the Darlington and Bishop 
Auckland areas. If anyone is interested up there, drop a 
line to Keith Render, 

21 Scanbeck Drive, Marske-by-Sea, Redcar, Cleveland, 
Telephone (0642) 476509. 
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@ DURING the sixties’ era, a group of Cavan based 
musicians made it into the lower regions of the British 
charts with ‘A Tribute To Jim Reeves’. The band were 
known as the Mighty Avons and they had on vocals the 
talents of Larry Cunningham. Now, sixteen years after 
they parted company, the original Mighty Avons are 
back for British, American and short Irish tours. 


@ The Mighty Avons were a box office attraction of the 
sixties. They enjoyed a string of Irish chart hits with 
‘Lovely Leitrim’, ‘Wicklow Hills’ etc. They were also the 
first showband to be signed to King Records and first to 
enjoy extensive American and British tours, such was 
their popularity. Then Larry felt it was time to move on 
and formed his own backing band The Country 
Blueboys, while the Avons added Gene Stuart to 
enhance their recording popularity. 


Around the mid seventies, the Mighty Avons 
disbanded, the members drifting into different roles. 
Peter Smith decided to move into management, looking 
after the affaiss of Gene Stuart and his new group the 
Homesteaders. Jimmy Smith is currently boss of 


WALES 


FRANK POWER 


@ The Midnight Choir called out for more ‘Morgan 
David’, which meant that Spill The Beans were once 
more filling the hall with their strong vocal harmonies 
and excellent music at the OK CMC, held at Malpas 
Unionist Club, Newport, every Sunday. ‘Come Back To 
Nashville’ is another song they do so well. Sue, on 
bass, Tony and Mac rounded up with a soul searching 
‘Trilogy’, which would have made Mickey Newbury 
proud. 
Another show here saw the talented Stu Page & 
Remuda who, although a bit heavy on one or two 
numbers, were very well received. Ramblin’ Fever 
showed next, a five piece including a diminutive girl 
vocalist who also played rhythm. Pick of the night for me 
was their ‘Bad Moon Rising’, which was as country as 
they got soundwise, but maybe they’re working on it? 
Then came a long awaited return of Hoppy Hopson, 
who once fronted Shalako, but who now teams up with 
a trio called Wide Eyed And Legless. Again, not too 
much country and some suspect material. It did me 
good to see Hoppy again and listen to his smooth, 
gentle voice singing ‘El Tigre’ and ‘Me And Bobbie 
McGee. However, the song to fit the trio ‘Wide Eyed 
And Legless’ didn't do a lot for me as a country number. 


@ Cactus Jack from Swindon, always welcoming in their 
approach and firm favourites at the OK, with their fiddle, 
banjo and steel, in addition to the normal guitars, were 
applauded long and loud at the end of their performance. 
‘West Texas Country Dance Band’, ‘If Heaven Ain't A Lot 
Like Dixie’ and other greats rolled from John and the 
lads, to the delight of a really appreciative audience. 

The last show of the month at the OK should have been 
Neva Scott & True Grit, but a very late cancellation has 
now seen the bad luck in this respect reach epidemic 
proportions. Stalwart Ron Jones, unable to get his band 
together at a couple of hour’s notice, saved the night as a 
solo spot. ‘Tough As Leather’, a Willie Nelson number, 
shone out, as did many others. : 


@ Another charity show at the New Queen Of Hearts 
Club, which might be re-named Fergie’s Bar, was a 
carbon copy (as far as acts went) of the initial show, so it 
was no great surprise to find attendance a little less, but 
even so, still enough to be the envy of many a struggling 
club. Hank Hillman & The Hole In The Wall Gang kicked 
off the proceedings. | liked his ‘| Should Have Had A Bit 
More Sense’, a self penned number. Ron Jones & 
Blackjack County gave a good session, inbcluding a 
superb ‘El Paso’, while Dave Nash & The US Male were 
caught ‘Drinking Champagne’ in a wonderful exposure 
of sheer country, all too short for my liking. Cal Ford & 
The Brakemen treated us to ‘A Boy Named Sue’. A great 
evening, with a ‘Best Dressed’ competition and a ‘Fast 
Draw’ shoot-out. The Dixie Rebel Lady won the 
‘Women's Dress’, while the men's went to Roger, the OK 
CMC indian. The only one standing at the end of the 
shoot-out was pretty cowgirl, Elaine. All the bands went 
back on again and, appropriately, the night wound up 
with Cal Ford and his Brakemen and ‘The Last Cowboy 
Song’. 


@ Over at the Goodrich Hotel, Van Road, Caerphilly, 
where guests are called from the floor to do all types of 
numbers, Glyn Cannon of the big frame and powerful 
voice, hit us with ‘Ghost Riders’. 


@ Always nice to report the starting of a new club, this 
time at the Pier Hotel, Mumbles, Nr. Swansea. Given 
the name of the Rio Grande, yours truly accepted the 
task of booking bands and compering the shows on 
Thursday nights, for what is hoped will become a 
permanent feature in the palatial Cinderella’s Ballroom 
of this spacious hotel. Thanks to Stan Bollom for giving 
Swansea the chance of another regular venue. Nowit’s 
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country music station Treble TR in Dublin. Paddy Smith 


moved into the printing world, Brian Finley opened a 
record shop and became involved with Cavan 
Community Radio. Gerry Walsh also opened a record 
shop, while Mickey Brady moved into farming. Ronnie 
Griffith, for a period, fronted his own band Driftwood 


and is now working in cabaret, while Larry Cunningham 
runs a supermarket in Longford. The oldtimers say that 


the comeback is just for a limited number of dates, then 


they will fade back into retirement. We look to the magic 


of Larry and the Avons with keen interest. 


A NEW BAND FOR DERMOT 
@ The pride of Kerry, Dermot Moriarty, has formed a 


new backing band and he has included girlfriend Trish on 
vocals. He has issued a new album ‘Song Of Ireland’ on 


Failte Records, using the Eddie Rabbitt song as the title 
track. Trish also joins Dermot on a duet ‘It’s About Time’. 
A great collection of country ‘n’ Irish material, produced 


by Dennis Allen. Dermot has made tremendous progress 


and this album deserves to win him much acclaim. 


COUNTRY SOUNDS ON DISC 


@ Mayo bom Dan the Street Singer is in fine vocal form 
on his single ‘Born To Love’, his best to date . . . Susan 
McCann hasas her latest single ‘Johnny Lovely Johnny’, 
a track from her ‘At Home In Ireland’ album . 


up to the fans, as numbers will obviously reflect 
continuation. Starting off, Jamestown Express, a five 
piece from the Cardiff area, gave their best performance 
to date. | know the lads have put in a lot of homework 
recently and | was pleased that the club got off to a solid 
performance. Paul (steel), Dave (rhythm/vocals), Bruce 
(lead), Mickey (drums) and Benny (an acquired bass), 
went through excellent refreshing material, such as 
‘Paradise’ and ‘El Tigre’ to a happy, if small audience. 
The next show featured Ron Jones & Blackjack County, 
who impressed with ‘Folsom Prison Blues’ and ‘Ghost 
Riders’. 
To the Collectors Bar of this large hotel (the Cinderellas 
Ballroom had a previously booked engagement), the 
following Thursday, came the jovial giant, Memphis 
Shortwith his band Grand Canyon, consisting of Peter, 
Willie and Trevor. They put on a show that had the nod 
of approval from all present, most of whom were seeing 
this talented band for the first time, but hopefully not the 
last. Quips and comments from Memphis and good 
backing from the Canyon crew and we all went home 
happy. 


@ Don Williams, who chatted more from stage than my 
previous experiences of him, thrilled his fans at St 
David's Hall, Cardiff and I’m sure he could please the 
ladies by just talking, without even singing a song! 


@ Nicetosee Bill Currie and George Brennan do a duet 
at the OK on Ron Jones’ solo night. George, 
(ex-Tennessee Line of old) and Bill (who everyone in 
the area knows), are the kind of people who built up 
country music in this area, which is really appreciated. 


@ Brian Caswell, a well known figure in South East 
Wales for his part in the Valley CMC of Caerphilly and 
the staging of pub acts wherever he has tenanted, sadly 
leaves the scene through ill health. However, | hope we 
will see him at the clubs from time to time. Good luck? 
Brian and thanks for all those wonderful shows of days 
gone by. 


@ Time to go. Sante Fe, Cardiff and Cal Ford & The 
Brakemen are raring to go, so adios until next time. My 
‘Star Spot’ goes to Memphis Short & Grand Canyon at 
the Rio Grande, Mumbles, for a fantastic ‘Seven 
Spanish Angels’. 

Frank Power, 1 Alma Road, Roath, Cardiff, CF2 5BD. 
Telephone: Cardiff 492021. 


. . Newcomer Tommy Dooley has as his debut 
‘Lovely Cathleen’ . . . Crashed Records bring us the 
latest from Glen Curtin ‘Time In A Bottle’. Glen spends 
nine months of the year working out of New York. 
Album wise we have Dermot Moriarty’s second album 
from Failte Records, ‘Song Of Ireland’ . .. RTE Records 
bring us ‘To All The Girls | Love’ from Tony Stevens, 
which was recorded live in the Opera House Cork last 
year .. . Balladeer ‘Paddy Reilly's Ireland’ and ‘A 
Tribute To Ricky Nelson’ are both two album sets from 
Harmac Music. 


NEWSLINE IN BRIEF 


@ After appearing on his American networked 
television show, Porter Wagoner is Susan McCann's 
special guestin the Arts Theatre, Belfast from 25th-30th 
August. The lass also has a British tour set for mid 
October. By then her Nashville recorded album should 
be issued by Homespun Records . . . There is talk that 
singer Michael O'Brien may be taking the Galway 
based band Saddletramp as his new backing 

iband . . . The Gillespie Sisters are at present working 
on anew album for Ritz Records. The Wexford based 
singers have enjoyed several hit singles, with songs 
such as ‘Forty Shades Of Green’ and are one of the 
most popular country cabaret acts in the Southem 
region . . . After a successful run, Ann Breen and 


ULSTER REPORT 


RICHARD DUDGEON 


@ TOM Laverty is aname which has recently appeared 
on the Ulster Country Scene, so | wont go along to one 
of his shows locally to hear for myself what this artiste 
has to offer. | was more than a little impressed by this 
very talented former school teacher and, | can 
appreciate why it is that Charlie Tosh of Hawk Records 
Ltd., was quick to sign him up. This twenty eight year old 
entertainer is shortly to release a new single featuring, 
(‘A’ side) the very popular ‘Don’t Cheat In Our Home 
Town’ covered with, ‘l Wouldn't Change If | Could’ 


®@ Although this is Laverty’s first record on the Hawk 
label, | discovered that he had enjoyed considerable 
success on Hughie Green’s ‘Opportunity Knocks’. He 
had an earlier recording released on another label 
which included a track entitled, ‘My Green Fields Are 
Calling’. | have no doubt wewill be hearing a lot more of 
Tom Laverty in the future. 


@ The Belfast Country Music Appreciation Society, has 
established a country cabaret and dance each Saturday 
evening, at the Beechill Inn, Cedarhurst Road off 
Beechill Road, Newtownbreda, Belfast, BT8. The 
opening show featured Railroad, with star guests Leon 
and Mell Tamer, and was very well supported. 


@ Another very popular event is the Belfast CMC 
monthly dance and cabaret, at their Chamberlain Street 
venue, the last Friday in each month. I’m pleased to 
report that when Virginia Gold with guest artiste Auriol 
Campbell played, it was to a packed house with extra 
tables and chairs having to be brought in. 


I'm told that Alan Lowe, the Organising secretary of 
Belfast Country Music Appreciation Society, is 
investigating the possibility of setting up a ‘Country 
Singles Club’, where unattached country fans could 
meet, make friends and enjoy good live country music. If 
you are interested Alan can be contacted on, 

Belfast 772839. 


@ That's it for this time round, the address as usual for 
all your Ulster news is, Richard Dudgeon, 


Homespun Records part company. The singer had four 
Irish hit albums and several singles, including ‘Pal Of 
My Cradle Days’, which made the lower regions of the 
British charts and won Ann a Silver Disc for 

sales . . . Patrice & Tulsa are keeping a very low profile, 
as are Roly Daniels and his band . . . With some 
seventy-five pirate stations on the air, many wonder 
when the Department of Communications will take 
action. Action was first promised against pirates in 
Ireland back in 1965, but Irish governments are master 
feet-draggers. 


@ Slan Go Foill. Donal K O’Boyle, Bunbeg, 
Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, Ireland. 
Telephone: (075) 31176. 


10 Kitchener Street, Belfast, BT12 6LE 
Tel (0232) 240415. 


ANGLIA REPORT 


JOE ALLEN 


@ AT the time of writing, Anglia TV are currently 
showing excerpts from the 1985 Peterborough Country 
Music Festival, almost a year after it took place. 
Unfortunately, it’s only the select few once again who 
have this privilege of being seen by the TV audience 
and the sound quality, on the whole, is very poor. 


@ Areminder that the 1st-3rd of this month are the 
dates for the twenty-second Cambridge Folk Festival. 
This year it’s at the Cherry Hinton Hotel, with artistes 
from America, Canada, Australia and Ireland, plus a 
host of home grown talent. 


@ The Black Spur Road Band now play at the 
Blacksmiths Arms in Luton (every Wednesday 
evening). Also the landlord of the Angel Public House, 
Kettering, is giving local talent a chance. He's putting on 
country evenings every Tuesday. 


®@ Norfolk has its first country music festival (would you 
believe it’s on August Bank Holiday), featuring British 
artistes George Moody, Bob McKinlay and Ruby 
Rendall. It’s to be held on the twenty-four acre 
Strumpshaw Hall Park, Nr. Norwich. Comperes for the 


event are Roy Waller of Radio Norfolk and Bob Morgan 
of Radio Broadland. Depending on the success, we are 
told it’s hoped this will become an annual event. (A 

choice of different date might have helped its chances). 


@ Billy Walker 


@ My thanks to Gill Needs, who reports the Armadillo 
CMC enjoyed West Virginia's style of music recently. 
Their music spanned the old standards right up to the 
current sounds, with particular emphasis on ‘The Union 
Mare And The Confederate Gray’, which had to be 
performed twice to please this audience. 


@ The Winter Gardens, Great Yarmouth, now bring live 
country music to the holiday resort every Thursday 
evening. Top groups have been booked, so if you’re on 
holiday in this area, why not drop in? 


@ | also note that Jean Shepard and Billy Walker start 
their tour at this year’s Peterborough Festival, but if you 
can’t make it, you can catch them at Leamington Spa, 
Norwich Theatre Royal and the Corn Exchange, 
Ipswich. 


®@ Carl Adams will be presenting country music 
evenings through to September at the Pavilion Theatre, 
Gorleston. Resident bands are Redwood, plus Chas 
McDevitt, Lena McAshley and Eddy Falcon. 


®@ That's all for this month. Hope to see you all at 
Peterborough Festival. All info as usual please to 
Joe Allen, 385 Shelley Road, Wellingborough, 
Northants, NN8 3EW. 

Telephone: (0933) 677352. 
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@ AUGUST is the month of my birth and tomorrow is 
the first day of my future. With a feeling of contentment, | 
present to you dear friends, my monthly review of the 
past month of my former life, albeit condensed to fit into 
this alloted space. 


@ My good friend Jimmy Nelson, after wining and 
dining me at his home, took me to see a mutual friend 
lan Ashcroft performing with a local band Oragon at 
Dunlop’s Sports & Social Club, Skem, Nr. Liverpool. lan 
looked fit and well and his choice of records proved to 
be second to none. His guest band, now down to a trio, 
have improved beyond recognition, projecting their 
talents in a fine style. Both lan and Oragon had worked 
an afternoon show at Wigan Pier as part of a Sunday 
afternoon series of concerts in country-style. | had a 
good night out at Dunlop’s, it’s a club with a lot of 
character and nice people. 


@ The PR man from Manchester's Band On The Wall 
wrote a thank you letter for my recent visit to his venue. 
He also enclosed a newsletter and an open invitation to 
call in and see their offerings at any time. The 
newsletter contained details of a series of shows 
centred around ‘root music’ for all persuasions. My 
‘Alternative Country’, ‘New Wave’ pal Pete Coffey was 


AVON CALLING 


JIM SILVERTHORN 


@ WITH the departure from the Bell Public House, 
Hillgrove Street, Bristol, of landiord Mick Freeman (now 
a resident of Missouri USA), it was feared Bristol might 
lose a regular and important outlet for acoustic country 
music. Fortunately the new landlord is keeping to the 
inherited music policy, | recently enjoyed a great 
evening in the musical company of impressive 
newcomers, ‘Gringo and the Kid’, Gringo being Chris 
Green acoustic guitar, vocals from Bristol Guitar 
Workshop, the Kid being ex-patriat Brazilian Alamo, 
acoustic guitar, vocals augmented with solid Keith 
Coomber on electric bass. They present an excellent 
selection of contemporary and traditional country music 
ranging from the Carter family to Rodney Crowell, along 
with the occasional bottleneck blues. Both Chris and 
Alamo proved to be fine singers of melody and harmony 
and it was nice to hear their original approach to their 
music. 


@ |f you're wondering where the next generation of 
country entertainers are coming from, look no further 
than the children of some of our seasoned performers. 
There's the children of Broken Stringband, we have 
young Kevin Duffy, the 'young’ Bretts and recently | saw 
a ‘young’ Whelan. Yes Cliff's daughter Caroline and her 
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@ lan Ashcroft 


only a ‘phone call away so we were soon heading onin. 
The attraction was the Jon Emery Band on a short tour 
from Austin, Texas. What a band! In the States Jon has 


husband Martin are working together as Take Two. They 
sat in for a couple of songs on Kelvin Hendersons night at 
the Hambrook Inn recently, | was most impressed with 
the beautiful, delicate voice of Caroline with more than a 
hint of her fathers influence, which I'm sure is hereditary 
rather than imitating. With a little more experience and 
exposure these two youngsters will be a credit to the 
West Country scene. 


@ The names of Fontels and McGuinesses will evoke 
fond memories of many a great Monday evening in 
Keynsham,. Well, Monday nights are back with a 
vengence at the Pioneer (same venue, new name). 
Kelvin Henderson opened the proceedings, followed by 
the excellent Steve Knight Duo. The management are 
extremely excited by the immediate response from old 
and new customers at this rather up market pub venue. 
If you were one of the old fontels crowd, drop in and look 
up old friends. 


@ Friend Brian Watkins attended the Cheltenham 
Festival on Saturday 14th June and reports, ‘The show 
started at 11 am, with country records followed by 
Tanglefoot, a very smart group who came over with a 
very good first set, as did Phoenix from Swansea, now 
wihout former lead singer John Elias, lead vocals 
having been taken up by the drummer Roger Coleman. 
Then came the comedy from Kidwelly Cowboy, 
followed by Phil Wallace and Empty Pockets, who 


@ THIS year’s Cheltenham Festival was held ona 
beautiful sunny day, which made sitting out on the 
football field a real pleasure after last year’s rather 


stormy day. The event was well supported by the trade 
stands, but | thought the crowd would have been bigger 


on the day. 


@ Delta Dawn 


been described as a Waylon Jennings with sincerity. 
His bass and drums back up, The South Austin Rhythm 
Section, was brilliant. Jon Emery is a pretty mean 
axeman too. A bonus was added when Bob Loveday 
joined the band on fiddle, wow! 


@ Our next visit to the venue was to see Irma & The 
Squirmers (Now Irma Ceetas can really sweeten 
Coffey)!. A great band, but lacking somewhat in 
leadership, simply because they are all leaders of their 
own skills. Their music making is nothing short of thrilling, 
their stage presence is quite dynamic. In fact, they are 
probably too damn good for their own good. Every 
number is a show stopper, with the only drawback being 
that they are all cover versions. Smashing packed out 
night though. 


@ | took atrip down to St. Gregory's Club, Famworth, the 
new home of the Rustlers CMC. Dillinger was the booked 
band. I’ve heard all their songs and jokes many times 
before, but | still enjoy their show. It’s something to do 
with delivery, timing and power to entertain ina 
seemingly casual way without losing their audience. The 
club itself is well laid out, with a friendly membership. It’s 
one for the book! 


@ Back to my seat of learning in Pete Coffey’s open 
school of ‘New Wave or Altemative Country’, the 
classroom being the International in Rushoilme. The 
lesson was Dream Syndicate, on tour from Los Angeles. 
The show was opened by an outfit called The Levelers. 
I've heard better sounds from the 12 o'clock choir after 
the boozers have chucked them out. Nothing to do with 
country, or even any kind of music, but probably heading 
for chart success in our crazy world. Dream Syndicate, 
on the other hand, are a classy band. My foot was 


tumed in a very polished performance. Next on was that 
little lad from Yorkshire with a big voice, Stu Page and 
Remuda, this is a group that has come a long way ina 
shorttime, an excellent set by Stu and the boys. Then all 
four acts gave good second sets, so full marks to the 
organisers for putting this show on, but once again, 
there were few punters on a day that reached 70 
degrees. 


@ Kelvin Henderson 


Tanglefoot, a five piece outfit from the Forest of Dean 
area were first on stage. They made a good job of the 
opening set, no easy task at an open air event. Next 
came Phoenix from the South Wales area and now 
resident band for the festival's host club The Robins 
CMC. They gave two good, very well received sets. 
Another band from South Wales, Phil Wallace & Empty 
Pockets, proved to be both very musically and vocally 
talented, which gained them a great reception before 
top of the bill, Northern band Stu Page & Remuda 
appeared on stage. This is now a really classy band, 
with a wide range of good material, including some of 
Stu's own songs and a lot of numbers not normally 
heard on the club circuit. Excellent entertainment. 


@ Shrewsbury trio Delta Dawn showed they are a fast 
improving act, at the Craven Arms Hotel this month. 
They have gained quite a following of fans and they 
seem to have a couple of ‘new’ numbers to offer every 
time | see them. 


@ Wales and Ireland supplied the acts for the Lazyacre 
recently and both were outstanding. John C King from 
Holywood, Northern Ireland, was making his first visit to 
this club and opened up in great style, singing ‘Holding 
Things Together’. He then continued to hold the 
crowd's full attention for the rest of his performance, 
finishing with ‘The Lord Made A Hobo Out Of Me’, as an 
encore which had fans shouting for more. 


@ Top of the bill, Clovis, also soon had this crowd in the 
palm of their hand. This certainly is a top class band that 
always seem assured of a warm welcome from the 
Lazyacre fans. 


tapping away from the onset of their show. | confess | 
couldn't find any country music as | know it, in their set, 
but I cannot take the band’s quality away from them. 


@ John Fairclough, Managing Director of Jay Cee 
Muisic Ltd., invited me to The Metal Box Club, Speke, 
Liverpool, to a Barge Records’ album launch. The 
album, entitled ‘UK New Country’ features five country 
music acts well known to me because of the hard, 
sterling work they put into entertaining the audiences of 
our country music clubs. The launch was in the form ofa 
country music show featuring the Ben Rees Band, 
Harvey, lona & Andy, Stroller and White Line Fever, all 
the outfits from the compilation album. The evening was 
hot and so was the music, with each of the bands turning 
in faultless performances, much to the pleasure of the 
audience and the album producer turned compere for 
the evening Joe Butler. This guy is really a peoples’ 
person. John Fairclough and his company have 
committed themselves fully to the promotion and 
projection of local British country music by attempting to 
bring the sounds of the great undiscovered to the ears of 
the record buying public. The album is on national 
distribution, so should be available via the major high 
street record shops and country music shops. You can 
do your bit to back British by ordering your copy now 


@ Bracing myself for the various August festivals, 
Lyme Park, Stockport, Peterborough, Morecambe, 
Pontin’s Irish week at Ainsdale and Radio City’s 
Jamboree at Aughton Chase, the start of my country 
future sounds very promising and hectic. Join me and 
let's enjoy our future together. Brian Ahern, 

11 Villdale Avenue, Offerton, Stockport, SK2 5SQ. 
Telephone: (061) 483 9532. 


Ifan 
advertisement 
is wrong 
were here to 
put it right. 


If you see an advertisement in 
the press, in print, on posters or in the 
cinema which you find unacceptable, 
write to us at the address below. 

The Advertising 
Standards Authority. 


ASA Ltd, Dept 3 Brook House, 
Torrington Place, London WCLE 7HN 


@ | welcome reports from Club Committee members of 
shows | may be unable to attend, bearing in mind my 
responsibility to edit, omit or reject, as | may find 
necessary, to fit limited column space. Please send your 
views to, Jim Silverthom, 

11 Fry’s Hill, Kingswood, 

Bristol, BS15 4QJ. 

Tel: (0272)671067. 


@ Worcester’s End Of The Trail CMC have had a busy 
month for shows. Northern based Collier Dixon Line, on 
their first visit to the club, gave a packed house a great 
night. They did three good sets with some very good 
material, ‘Beneath Still Waters’ and ‘Long Black Veil’ 
being my personal favourites on the night. 

The Club's next show was the Stu Stevens Show with 
Derby based Colin Ramsey as support act. | thought 
Colin's own songs got quite a good reception from this 
full house. Stu Stevens, backed by Pat & Roger Johns, 
gained the crowd's full attention with a varied selection of : 
numbers, some of which he sang while playing the piano. 


@ Having notseen the local bana fexan for sometime, 
| caught them in Church Stretton just a couple of weeks 
ago. A five peice band making very good progress, they 
have a very pleasant sound with a good choice of 
material and | also like the way the drummer doesn’t 
overwhelm the rest of the group. The young lady rhythm 
guitar (Sharon) has a fine voice, taking a few tums on 
lead vocals. 


@ TheJune show atthe Pershore CMC, featured Tulsa 
Time, a four piece band led by a guy called ‘Joe The 
Preacher’, who provides some good comedy besides 
his singing. This is a hard working band who all share 
vocals. A great night. 


@ Finally, | received a nice letter telling me that a large 
crowd at the Nelson Inn, Bridge Sollars, Hereford, were 
treated to a great night by the Pete Davies Duo. I will be 
gald to hear from you, too, if you have any news for this 
column. We're always short on space, but you can but 
try. Send your news to Sheila Kenny, ‘Sansheleam’, 
Lingen, Bucknell, Shropshire, SY7 ODY. 

Telephone: (0544) 267736. 
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@ Didn't manage to attend the Collier-Dixon special at 
the Castleford Civic, but understand that the concert 
with the Moat Brothers and John Aston was strongly 
supported. The final sum raised was over five hundred 
pounds, going to the Wakefield Dyslexia Unit. 


@ | did manage to catch Collier-Dixon at Buttershaw 
Lane, Bradford. A strong and solid show with a. 
smashing version of Paul Kennerley’s ‘In My Dreams’. | 
enjoyed their cassette, but it wasn’t half as good as the 
real thing. 


@ Already set up for the gig, | received an anguished 
telephone call from Mike Sagar of Dillinger (hosts at the 
Bradford CMC) highlighting a typical mismatch of club 
and band. The club were expecting a square dance 
band and caller, but got Dillinger instead. | have not 
enquired into the outcome of this event, but the mind 


boggles! 


@ News from Peter Fairhead of Pennine Radio, that to 
celebrate his impending nuptials to Stella he has 
moved house. Stella, after a very successful stint as 
lead guitarist with Tony Andrews and Raincheck, is now 
available for solo bookings or as a duo, under the name 
of Stella & The Dealer. 


@ Shotgun were caught in the act at the Broken Barrel 
Club, Loughborough by the ABC Network TV, from the 
USA. The programme was investigating the influence of 
country music and related ideas in the UK. Wonder what 
they made of us? Following Mike and Tony's success at 
the St Austell Festival they have already been booked to 
appear there in 1987. 


@ Radio Derby presenter Colin Ramsey arrived at the 
Stables, Knaresborough well equipped with tape 
backing, guitar and a roadie. A very different approach, 
but a presentation which | didn't altogether get to grips 
with. Except for the backing, vocals and steel work from 
Pete Hayward, all instruments were played and pre- 
recorded by Colin. One track from his cassette was made 
record of the week at Radio Brighton. 


@ Fringe country fans who happened by chance to 
attend the Bubworth Gala Day are, due to the efforts of 
the White Swan, full time country music fans. Artistes 
responsible for this were the Daltons (outrageous 
humour and music), Gordon Lemondine (special praise 
for Maurice on percussion steel) and Homestead (alias 
Dave and Cathy Stead). A slight mix up of words at a 
recent gig resulted in one of the previously mentioned 
acts being requested to perform ‘The Union Soldier In 
The Confederate.Grave’. One for Pete Smith’s question 
and answer page? 


@ Radio Leeds’ ‘Go Country’ programme, after 
running for eighteen years, will not be returning after the 
summer break. Rydale CMC, Pickering, meeting twice 
monthly on Tuesdays, are set to resume after their 
summer holidays. 


@ Freddie Alva and the Men From Del Monte are 
continuing to storm the ears and sensibilities at various 
local venues in the Harrogate and Leeds areas. 


@ | managed to get to Darlington to see one of the final 
performances of the Grant Street Band in the UK. Yes, 
Trevor, | did pay and, for such a brilliant performance 
from such talented and versatile musicians, it was well 
worth it. Understand that the Grant Street Band have 
attracted rave reviews during their three weeks on the 
Continent. The next confirmed band at the Travellers, 
Cockerton, will be Bob Paisley and Southern Grass. 
They will be in the UK for a short tour in November, 
playing selected gigs, including the Grove, Leeds. 


@ A hasty booking for three bluegrass travellers from 
California, namely Eclectic, made for a lively evening at 
Leeds’ ‘Grass’ Club. Strong vocals and instrument 
changes between fiddle, mandolin and guitars and a 
loaned d-bass, provided a variation of sound and 
approach. Particularly well received was their version 
of Kate Wolfe’s ‘Hills Of California’, taken from her 
latest album which has just received favourable press 
reviews. 

Also on hand were the Chevin Ramblers who, after 
fifteen years of togetherness, gave their final 
performance: With all the stops out this was certainly 
one of their more inspired gigs, so perhaps their 
retirement will be short lived. Custodians of the club are 
now Sound In Mind, with their repertoire extending from 
trad bluegrass through to Western swing. 


@ ‘Second Monday’ at the Rock & Heffer, Thornton, 
Bradford, continues to be strongly supported, with an 
open invitation to all country and bluegrass musicians to 
get along for a pick. Recent weeks have seen a barber- 
shop quartet as well as a fair sprinkling of fiddles and 
banjos, all looking for a band to happen! ’ 


@ News and exciting chat to Eve Morris, 
18 Powell Street, Harrogate, HG1 4BY. 
Telephone: (0423) 508081. 
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@ THEsun shone brilliantly to welcome the 
Oakerthorpe Country Music Festival and, as | chatted to 
people who had been there since the Friday evening, it 
soon became clear that everyone was having a super 
time. It was clearly an ideal family day out. As for the 
music, certainly on the Saturday, all the artistes 
performed well enough, although a few people 
mentioned the fact that they would have preferred more 
bands as opposed to solo artistes. But, as it was, the 
band on that evening, Out of Hand, gave a powerful 
performance, before Frank Ifield topped the bill. All his 
old charm and charisma was still there and certainly 
pleased the Ifield fans, although musically |, personally, 
was disappointed. |-understand there had been 
difficulty with the sound all day. Sadly, excuses about 
sound problems don’t impress an audience, who pay 
their money and expect things to be right. The night was 
rounded up by Bev Williams & Midnight Flyer, with 
music for the hoe-down to dance the day to a close. 
Clearly a lot of hard work had gone into organising the 
event and I’m sure the organisers will be well pleased 

- with the results of their efforts. 


@ | was very grateful to have the chance to see the 
Mary T Rose Band recently at a private party. The last | 
heard of Mary, she was undergoing surgery and | was 
delighted to see her looking-and performing so well. 
Always able to find the right style of material for her 
voice, | have long admired Mary’s approach to her 
audience. Lovely to see her back on the road. 


@ The BWB Club, Derby has re-opened after its 
summer break in a new venue, the Hardy Social Club, 
Sacheveral Street, in the City Centre. The club now 
meets fortnightly, so if you fancy a trip to this club, you'll 
be made most welcome by Brenda and Bill. 


@ Nottingham CMC has moved venues from Hucknall ~ 
tothe Gedling Miners Welfare, Plains Road, Mapperley. 
| managed to get to the opening night at ‘Fred’s Place’ 
and how pleased | was that | had, with Spill The Beans 
ably demonstrating that they have now matured into 
one of Britain's finest trios. | particularly enjoyed this 
superb performance by three very sincere artistes. 
Despite having said goodbye to Fred Lynch, I'm told 
country music is to continue at Hucknall Miners Welfare 
on Sunday nights, organised now by asmall committee. 
(You pays your money, you takes your choice)! 


@ After some speculation about the future of the 
Renegades CMC, following the Stu Stevens Show, it’s 
been confirmed that the club will continue as usual, 
which is good news for everyone in the region. We 
cannot afford to lose clubs of this calibre. The last show 
at this venue prior to press date featured Paul Rogers, 
along with Crawford Bell & Detour. Paul Rogers was 
well received and, although | don’t wish to be too critical, 
his act was spoilt for me by his overbearing auto 
drummer. In my opinion, even real live drummers 
working in country music should only be heard in the 
subconscious whilst maintaining the time and only 
become noticeable when they play a fancy riff. Until the 
electronic wizards come up with a ‘full drum kit’ 
synthesizer, they will remain metronomes to me and, as 
such, should be kept unobtrusive. 

Crawford Bell gave his usual polished perfomance and, 
although ably backed by Detour, at times he was 
somewhat overshadowed by the backline volume. 


@ |hada 'phone call from Steve Palmer from Bourne to 
info that, after three shows, the club is managing to keep 
its head above water financially, so will hopefully go 
from strength to strength. 


TYNE & WEAR 


GEORGE MILLS 


@ GOOD news this month for fans of popular ex-High 
Plains Drifter lead singer, Andy Brown. He has formeda 
new group, The Dollar Band, comprising Andy, Terry 
Ellis (lead guitar/banjo), Tony Hornsby (bass) and 
former Mustang and ex-Key West drummer Micky 
Vicary (drums). | look forward to seeing them round the 
country music clubs. It’s thanks to my Mother-in-law in 
Cornwall for informing me of this one and to Micky for 
visiting her when he was down there. (I have to get my 
news from somewhere)! 

Incidentally, another change in the High Plains Drifter 
line-up is the new bass guitarist in the form of Keith 
Robertson, a nineteen year old from Sunderland. | 
enjoyed the successful show at Consett Civic Centre 
recently, featuring the band and Deuce. 


@ | caught up with Scotland's Country Comfort at the 
Country Jamboree CMC, Consett and found them quite 
to my liking. 

Meantime, Margaret Trotter from the Border CMC, 
reports that the Duke Boys replaced the previously 
advertised Country Jays. This four piece band from 
Scotland, who gave an enjoyable performance to a 
capacity audience, will be providing the backing for 
Freddy Fender at the Peterborough Country Music 
Festival. 


® Moving down the road from Berwick to Alnwick, it’s 
nice to report that The Chuck Wagon CMC at the Fleece 
Inn, are establishing themselves as a regular country 
music venue. A recent visitor to this club was solo 
artiste Slim West, who was well received. Future acts 
include Apache, Deuce and the Diese! Cowboys. 


@ | reported afew months ago that | was looking forward 
to the return visit to this area of Nashville Fever and | 
certainly wasn't disappointed. They definitely pleased 
me with their individual style of country music. 

Chuck Laybum & Railroader also entertained me and a 
capacity audience at the Big C CMC, 

Leeholme . . . Raymond Froggatt gota ‘full house’ at the 
Delta CMC, Marsden Inn, South Shields. It is nice to hear 
top bands such as West Virginia and the Louisiana 
Hellraisers including Froggie numbers in their repertoire. 


@ Talking of the Louisiana Hellraisers, they were recent 
visitors to the Outlaw CMC, Lanchester, along with Sandi 
Hart. The Hellraisers, on their own, played their first 
venue on Tyneside at the Gunfighters CMC, Hebburn, 
prior to their visit to Germany. Itis refreshing to listen toa 
band who include songs not so well known, by artistes 
such as Gary Morris, besides the expected standard 
numbers. Their version of Mickey Newbury’s ‘American 
Trilogy’ must be one of the best I’ve heard. 


@ | was sorry to miss my ol’ mates Pinkerton’s Colours 
when they visited the region to appear at the North & 
South CMC, Gateshead and other venues on Tyneside. 
Avery professional band, now well received everywhere 
itseems . . . The True Grit CMC, Whitley Bay, had a 
quick return visit from Black Spur Road Band and also 
enjoyed the performance of popular trio Spill The Beans. 


@ | discovered two new venues presenting country 
music on a Saturday night, Chopwell RAOB Club 
(monthly at present) and Daisy Hill Social Club, 
Sacriston, Co. Durham. Whilst there are numerous 
venues staging country music on Saturday nights, since 
the closure of the formerly very popular Silver Spur 
CMC in Sundriand, Monday night has been lacking a 
country venue. Hoping to fill this void, Washington 
Liberal Club has started promoting country music on 
that night. 
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@ The same evening | caught up with Gypsy. I'd heard 
about this Souther band after their Wembley 
appearance. They are excellent; both musically and 
vocally, although I’m not sure that their stylé would be 
accepted in many clubs in this area. Their stage 
presentation too, was fine, but their material bothered 
me. The first set included too many standards for a band 
of this quality and the second set was too extreme in the 
other direction, although all were well performed. This is 
a trait | now associate with Southern bands, who are 
used to a dancing audience. Still, there’s one way to find 
out. Perhaps if some of our club organisers have them 
booked they will give me a ring and I'll go along. | will be 
very interested to see the reaction of the audience. 


@ News and views to Anne Slack, Service Station, 
Alderwasley, Derby. 
Telephone: (0773) 853168. 


@ Mary T Rose back on the scene 


® Worth making a note of is the show taking place on 
Saturday 2nd August in the Blackfriars Centre, 
Newcastle, promoted by Newcastle City Council. This 
will be an ‘afternoon’ show, featuring Deuce, Dealers 
Wheel, Key West and the Louisiana Hellraisers. 


@ Advance notice of a charity show on Wednesday 8th 
October at the Stella Maris Social Club, Washington, 
will be featuring Gordie West, the Moat Brothers and 
from Belgium, Bourbon, who were well placed in the 
recent ‘Euro Country Music Masters’ competition in 
Germany. The show is being promoted by Gloria _ 
‘Calamity Jane’ Came and tickets, priced £2, are 
available at most local country music venues or by 
telephoning Washington 4161277. 


@ Finally, congratulations to two local bands, Key West 
and Cross Country, both having been well received at 
the recent Pontins Festival, Prestatyn. 


@ News, views, comments etc., to George Mills, 
15 Coatsworth Court, Bensham, Gateshead, 
Tyne and Wear, NE8 1QR. 

Telephone: (091) 4781885. 


SOUTH EAST 


SEAN DOHERTY 


® Anice,hot sunny day in Canterbury, the strains of a 
Country band echoing through the new Marlowe 
shopping arcade was too much for me to resist. | 
managed to track the source to a trio called Country 
Cats Counts, who were set up in the open air, outside 
the local British Home Stores. They were playing to 
promote an event the next day and to help sell raffle 
tickets in aid of disabled children. The band consisted of 
drums, bass and lead guitar. The vocals came from 
Russ, Chris and Neil. A very young outfit though, 
performing old classics such as, ‘! Saw The Light’ and 
‘Blue Ridge Mountain Home’, they hada nice raw edge 
to their music that was fresh and exiting. | discovered 
that as they had only been together for a short while, 
they had not yet been brave enough to play an 
established Country venue, but | think they could be 
soon, so watch out for them. 


@ The Country and Western weekend at Gravesend 
and Northfleet Football ground, was a relative success. 
The last minute publicity | believe, brought three 
hundred people in on the Sunday, but slightly less on 
Saturday: Perhaps not bad considering the weather, 
the World Cup football on both days and there were no 


really big name bands taking part. It’s hoped the event 
was enough of a success for it to be kept on the Country 
Calender, it would be nice if someone would sponser it, 
giving free admission, as at Harlow. 


@ While on the subject of Festivals, | read with interest 
Mick Green’s comments on not hearing about the 
Festival at the Stork Club, in Purfleet. He obviously does 
not read this column because | mentioned it, though | 
admit | got to hear about it in a roundabout way, so 
perhaps they will get their publicity sorted out better next 
year. 


@ One of the Stork Festival acts was Dave Keen, who 
has a‘new’ cassette out, it contains ‘the songs that 
people keep asking for’. Another act was Spellbound 
who also have their cassette available at their gigs. A 
fairly recent change in their line up sees Tony Caldwell 
taking over on lead guitar, | don’t quite know if that has 
seen the end of ‘Pass The Buck’ or not. 


@ The Radio Kent house moving should be completed 
by the time you read this. The station is going Stereo at 
it’s new premises in Chatham. The Country programme 
presented by Larry Adams, now goes out every 
Wednesday night and, if you tune in you can catch me 
presenting the Country news. Note this is yet another” 
change after only sixteen weeks of the show going out on 
Saturdays. 


@ DidyouknowthatPintoare back forselected 
bookings, as well as the individual members following 
their separate careers.Also their participation in a more 
middle of the road type band, to promote their original 
material. 

@ Some bands never seem to die. Johnny Young has 
put together a seven piece band, yes seven, which at 
times includes Carl Barnwell, Tim Relf, Eric and 
Matthew Snowball and, from the sound of it anybody 
else who turns up. 


® Observationally I’m certain everybody in this area 
would join me in expressing some dissapointmentat the 
cancelling of the visit of George Strait and Tammy 
Wynette, because of ‘terrorist threat’. | find it quite 
incredible that George Strait and his manager think they 
are at risk, | think you might be hard pressed to find 
many, except country fans here, that have heard of him, 
let alone any terrorists. It certainly conjures up the 
picture of a shady backroom, with a group of terrorists 
huddled over their maps, with ‘Does Beiruit Ever Cross 
Your Mind’ playing in the background. | hope George 
will make it one day. 


@ That'sitfor this month, youcan contact me 
(0304) 830627, or write to, Sean Doherty, 
‘Millstone’, 3 Woolage Green, 

Near Canterbury. 


PF safsielileg 
¥* SCOTS 
: SCENE 


%¢ DAVEHENDRY 4 
Las "4 
Fp 


@ SILENCE on the line of my home number and to 
those who have tried to call, apologies. Hopefully, 
British Telecom will now have it sorted out. One thing’s 
for sure, it called a halt to those late late calls, except for 
one reader from down South seeking info on Scotch 
country venues. To you can | say that Scotch comes in 
bottles, Scottish country music comes live on stage. 
Anyway, | certainly hope my caller friend had a great 
time at the venues given and if we do meet up at the 
‘CMRU' 1987 House Party, then I will gladly indicate the 
difference! 


@ Looking back, it was midsummer madness at the 
Southern Comfort CWC, Kilwinning, when the club 
played host to multi-award winning Colorado. The 
sticky climatic conditions and World Cup fever failed to 
deter the fans, who packed the venue to welcome 
Scotland's top band. Gaining entry to these ‘special’ 
once amonth shows is proving pretty hazardous. Yours 
truly arrived a little early, hoping to have a chat with 
friends and the band, but that did not materialise due to 


x 
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massive interest in what was going on in the dressing 
room area, France v Brazil on telly! Getting through 
three sets in any one show is task enough in itself and 
all admiration to Gordie Jack and his merry men, who 
did extremely well, although some thought there was a 
lowering of tempo in the second set. Quite honestly, | 
never noticed, as | was busy nosing over the shoulder of 
sound engineer lan Mclver who gets little (if any) 
mention of his enormous job in handling the lads’ 
soundings. Take a bow lan. | wonder how many ever 
take into consideration the work involved? | did 
eventually get that chat with GJ, most interesting and 
lots not for other ears. A homely character is Gordie, as 
with the entire crowd at the Southern Comfrot CWC. 


@ Paying one ofhis all too rare visits North of the Border, 
Raymond Froggatt and the Raymond Froggatt Band 
pulled out all the stops at Edinburgh’s Tucson CMC last 
month. Having seen this show at various levels, theatre, 
festival and club, | must rate this his best ever. Gone 
forever is the fierce and one time rebellious attitude of the 
man who has (in his own words) ‘mellowed with age and 
experience.’ In it’s place is the placid and smooth 
character which has taken him to his rightful place on the 
country scene, the top. Ray mentions he is looking 
forward to working with son Mark who, | understand, 
knows more than a ‘wee bit’ about the entertainment 
business. 


TOURING ON 


@ Another Souther based act who have made a huge 
impact North of the Border is one which | first had the 
pleasure to see a couple of years ago at ‘CMRU’s House 
Party, (a goldmine of discovery these parties) Spill The 
Beans Trio. Sue, Tony and Mac have excelled 
themselves since, on these tours and gained 
uncountable support for their performances. Ayr’s 
Southem Star CWC (yes, it’s even bigger than | first _ 
thought), was where | caught up with them in a state of 
surprise, having seen them only recently down South. (I 
do get around folks)! A top class show in an equally top 
class venue and atmosphere. See you soon again at the 
Europa Lounge some Wednesday. 


THE FIRST NOEL 


@ Look out for Radio Scotland’s DJ Noel Cannon’s first 
album, due out about now. The LP is solely on 
monologues and contains thirteen tracks, including 
many old favourites to please all. Ross Records have 
come up with some gems in the past few years and | 
have strong feelings this will be another to be added to 
the ever growing popular label, one which | will certainly 
look forward to with anticipation. 


| HEAR THAT 


@ Bill Black (Radio Clyde) and good lady Sandy, have 
taken up residence at Drybridge, Ayrshire . . . Jackie 
Blair has applied for a licence as an agent and has gone 
into the retail record business in addition to his duties as 
Club President at Tucson CMC . . . Scottish Country 
Music Fellowship announce their second guest to travel 
to ‘CMRU's House Party and Wembley Festival next 
year. Wells Fargo CWC member Mrs Liz Forte is the 
chosen one . . . Southern Star CWC secy Isa Craig 
relates that club members have raised £500 in aid of 
treatment for youngster Andrew Boyle. The lad suffers 
from a serious illness which requires £1,200 for his first 
year’s treatment. Isa tells me there will be more to follow 
from the SS club. Well done, folks! 


@ Another month gone and right now I'm off for a 
stomach decoke and then North to Arbroath and Wells 
Fargo CWC’s Jamboree. | understand they are very 
disappointed at the cancellation of the Louisiana 
Hellraisers, who were billed to appear. Scot’s Country 
Comfort have replaced them. 

Dave Hendry, 121 Marmion Road, Greenfaulds, 
Cumbernauld G67 4AW. 

Telephone (0236) 735033 
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@ SINCE their successful appearance on the main 
stage at Wembley, the Waltons’ lead singer vocalist 
George Fraser and bass player John Gray have 
decided to leave the band, as they felt the extensive 
travelling was getting too much for them. However, the 
other three members of the band, Tony, Keith and 
Allan, are continuing as the Waltons, along with new 
bass player, Scott Adam (who was with Gerry Ford's 
ex-band Rambler) and lead/vocalist Bill Huggins. Billis 
a Canadian from Ontario and, until recently, was 
playing lead guitar with Nebraska and doing solo gigs 
around the pubs in the Edinburgh area. 


@ I've finally managed to get along to one of Dave 
Logan's Bluegrass Shows at the Navaar House Hotel, 
Penicuik. The featured band on the night was the Grant 
Street String Band from California, and what a band 
they are. They feature the well known Keith Little 
(banjo/fiddle), Tom Bekeny (mandolin/fiddle), Gregg 
Townsend (guitar/mandolin), Markie Sanders (string 
bass) and the ultra talented Laurie Lewis (lead vocals/ 
fiddle). Laurie, at one time, was a member of Peter 
Rowan's Free Mexican Airforce. The highlight of the 
evening, for me, was Laurie’s beautiful version of 
Jimmie Rodger’s ‘Miss The Mississippi’, with triple 
fiddles and bass backing. The Lothians’ based band 
The Runaway String Band were excellent in support. 
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@ THE highlight of 1986 to date in the Highlands was 
undoubtedly the brief visit from Raymond Froggatt and 
his band. If | could only put into words the magic Froggie 
creates, | could make a fortune. For me, his way with 
words is unbeatable, singing every word with such a 
depth of feeling. | must admit that, prior to his visit, | did 
wonder if the Highland audiences were ready for this 
man and his music. Happily, | can now say they were 
and are eagerly looking forward to more. On each of the 
three nights | saw the show the format varied, giving the 
audience exactly what they wanted. 

The band in their own right | found excellent, with a 
good, clean sound and a well presented variety of 
music. Off stage, | found each one to be most agreeable 
and a pleasure to work with. Yes, there are a lot of 
people in these parts looking forward to a return visit 
from Britain’s ‘Top Male Vocalist’ and his band. 


® Solo artiste Shaun Michael won many fans during his 
time here in the North. Shaun’s warm, friendly 
personality, combined with a wide variety of material, 
makes for an excellent show. A really good idea, in my 
opinion, is the leaflets he puts around the tables, listing 
all the songs he knows. This encourages requests and, if 
the audience are hearing what they want to hear, then 
they are happy. We won't see Shaun in these parts until 
next year when he will be most welcome. 


@ The much publicised Louisiana Hellraisers appeared 
at a couple of clubs in the North recently and lived up to 
their reputation by putting on excellent shows, combining 


BAND CHANGES 


@ Emie Whiteoaks takes Bill Huggins’ place on lead 
guitar with Nebraska . . . The Sundowners have split. 
Jim Innes continues with a completely new outfit, to be 
known as the Fife Sundowners, whilst I’m told the other 
three members of the band will be known as Big 

City . . . Perth based band Gringo are now a five piece 
band, with the addition of fiddle and mandolin and they 
are sounding very good indeed . . . An excellent band 
from the Border area, The Diesel Cowboys, appeared at 
the Lone Star CMC recently. The line-up is Lan 
Shepherd (drums/vocals), Kenny Paterson (rhythm/ 
vocals), Denny Mocman (lead vocals/bass) and Neil 
Farrow (ex-Kentucky Rain, on lead guitar/mandolin/ 
vocals). This very good little band would go down well in 
any country club. 


CLUB VISITS 


@ The new CWC, The Flag & Saddle, held in Blakes 
Night Spot, Dedridge, Livingston, has been going well, 
with bands such as The Duke Boys, Nebraska, 
Appaloosa and a new act to me, Black & Silver (a two 
male, one female group who make very good use of the 
electric drums). 


@ The Colorado Club in the Kaime Park Hotel, 
Bathgate, West Lothian, draw very good crowds to their 
Sunday night meetings. At a recent Colorado 
appearance, the demand for tickets was so great that the 
show had to be moved to a nearby school hall to 
accommodate the crowd. 


lesser known material with their own arrangements of 
some standards. All four are ace musicians, each 
contributing lead vocals and first class harmonies. The 
drummer's solo was one of the best | have heard. At the 


@ Sammy Riches, ace drummer 


@ |'mtold the Memphis Club, held in Edinburgh's Minto 
Hotel, is still struggling to get off the ground, so if you 
have nothing to do on a Wednesday night, go along to 
the Minto, where you will be made very welcome. Don’t 
let it follow the fate of the Panhandler’s Club, now folded 
due to lack of response. 


@ The Tucson Club, in the Berry Suite, Edinburgh, has 
had some good nights lately, with the appearances of 
Raymond Froggatt and his band, Avone Jones from 
Texas and the excellent Kevin Duffy Band, featuring 
Rusty Douch. 


@ Itseems that quite a few people South of the Border 
have been reading this regional column as | have had 
quite a few letters from people who are coming to 
Edinburgh on holiday, wishing to attend the various 
country venues in the area. If | can help anyone with 
information of this type, just drop me a line or ring me at 
the number given at the end of this report. 


@ |have been asked about the country acts who will be 
appearing at the Festival Club during this year’s 
Edinburgh Festival. They are as follows:- 

Sunday 10th August - Jolene & Barry; 

Wednesday 13th - Tucson Country Music; 

Friday 15th - Scot’s Country Comfort; 

Tuesday 26th - John F Stone Band; 

Wednesday 27th Route 65. 

All shows are from 10 pm-12.45 am. 


@ Any news or views to Jackie Blair, 
122 Brunton Gardens, Edinburgh, Scotland, EH7 5ET. 
Telephone: (031) 556 9642. 


moment the boys are in the process of moving base to 
the London area, due to the fact that most of their work is 
done South of the Border. However, we can look forward 
to them touring Scotland from time to time. 


@ Joe E Hamilton 


@ The real Jolene & Barry. 
Apologies to all concemed last month. 


@ Nairn CWC are now settling in their new venue, the 
Millford Hotel, where they continue to meet every 
Wednesday. Each week sees some new faces, so if this 
trend continues it will be looking very healthy. The 
committee are most grateful to all the bands and artistes 


who have helped them out during their formative period. 


® Tain CWC are still managing to survive, but nowona 
once monthly basis, in the Royal Hotel. Hopefully the 
increase in employment in this area will be beneficial to 
the club. 


® On the band scene, | have decided that it is 
impossible to keep up to date with the changes. So, on 
this subject, no comment! 


@ This month sees Coffee & Cream from Londonderry 
touring these parts, also Joe E Hamilton & High 
Chappereal, with a brief visit from singing DJ Pat Derry 
and the Dungannon based Pridesmen. 


@ As always, news, views and comments to 
Ann Carmody, 56 Kilmuir Road, Inverness. 
Telephone: (0463) 221268. 
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Are you selling Britain’s * 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


offering the greatest coverage 
of country music - is available) 
for club sales 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Why don't you find out details and 
let your members have the latest 
news fast every month 


For details of 
special club rates 


Cy: 


(0522) 41546 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming ycar? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 
You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name in the 
public eye! 

It can cost you as little 

as £2.50 per week.... 


(0522) 41546 


1986 


All British Country Music 


Talent Contest Winners 


Jan Mark 
& Orman 


fRoussselll 


Enquiries: (01) 570 4749 
or (01) 898 5874 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
(Mondays) 

Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire. 

4 Spill The Beans Trio; 11 T Jay Martin; 
18 Russ Carlton; 25 Cliff Ledger & 


Family 

WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC (Saturdays) 
THE WELCOME CMC (Sundays) Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 
Greyhound Hotel, East Lancs. Road, Road, Maybush, Southampton. 
Leigh, Lancashire. 


2 Sandi Paul & The Country Band; 

3 Clint’s Collection; 10 Marie Lester & 9 Showboat Country Band; 16 Kerry 
Hobo; 15 Special Tenth Anniversary Wilcox Band; 23 Westwood; 30 Kansas 
Show-Raymond Froggatt; 17 Georgia; Kountry 

24 The Collins Family; 31 Dillinger : 
COLCHESTER CMC 


GOLDEN WEST CMC(Sundays) (1st & 3rd Thursday) 
Carpenters Arms, Fenton, Woods Leisure Centre, Colchester. 
Nr. Lincoin. 


7 The Duke Boys; 21 Ruby Rendall & 
3Country Tandem; 10 Stu Stevens; Cimarron 
17 Cliff Whelan; 24 Pat Judge & Country 


Style; 31 Lonesome Country Duo 


' 


PONDOROSA CWC (Fridays) 
Pine Mine, Stowmarket, Suffolk. 


1 No Club; 8 No Club; 15 Campbell's 
Country; 22 West Virginia; 29 Linda & 
Arthur James plus Stealer 


IPSWICH CWC (Wednesdays) 
Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin Street, Ipswich. 

13 Knoxville County; 20 Rose A; 
27 Cimarron 


MANCHESTER BIERKELLER 
(Thursdays) 

77 Piccadilly, Manchester 1. 

28 Stroller, lan Ashcroft’s Country 
Express Disco, Pete Cowap and Brian 
Ahern 


CHESHIRE COUNTRY (Mondays) 

Macclesfield Rugby Club, 

Priory Lane, Macclesfield. . , aA J 

4 Jody Lane & Deliverance plus C72. Pe 2 


Johnathon Gold; 11 Pinkerton’s 
Colours; 18 Boss Bros. plus Pete Cowap; 
25 Dillinger 

Disco at all shows. 

Compere Brian Ahern 


Coleus 
| (0788) 79431 
HIGH LANE CMC (Saturdays) 


High Lane Conservative Ciub, 


Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport. GLASGOW'S GRAND OLE OPRY 


9 Texas Steamboat Company; 16 Down 
County Boys; 23 No Club; 30 Phil Lioyd 
& The Shack Band 


(Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays) 
2/4 Govan Road, Paisley Road Toll, 
Glasgow G51. 


Special Nights 
BROKEN HORSE SHOE CMC 3 Gerry Ford & Gambler; Wed 6 Jom 
(Wednesdays) _Blena & The Wranglers; 10 Hamilton's 
North Wingfield WMC, Power 
North Wingfield, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire. 


6 Linda & Arthur James; 13 Southern 
Pride; 20 West Texas; 27 Geoff Ashford 


we 


SOUTHERN STAR CWC (Wednesdays) 
Europa Lounge, New Road, Ayr, 
Scotland. 

6 John F Stone Band; 13 Gambler; 

20 John King plus Carol & Bobby Silver; 
27 Country Pride 


BORDER BADLANDS COUNTRY CLUB 
(Monthly-ist Sunday) 

Auld Smiddy, Gretna Green. 

3 August - High Plains Drifter; 

7 September - Linda & Arthur James 
Duo 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Sundays) 
The Black Horse, 

Thompson Avenue, Wolverhampton. 
3 Bromford County; 10 Pinkerton’s 
Colours; 17 Hamilton's Power; 

24 West Virginia; 31 Rio Grande 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Fridays) 
The Albion, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield, Nr Wolverhampton. 


1 West Virginia; 8 TBA; 15 Clovis; 
22 Bromford County; 29 Blazing Saddles 


YOU NEED 
COUNTRY 


HULL CMC (Fridays) 
‘Olivers’, 2 Norfolk Street, 
Beverley Road, Hull. 


1 Hombre Band; 8 Spill The Beans Trio; 


15 Ken & Billie Ford; 22 Borderline Duo; 
29 Clovis Country Band 


THE END OF THE TRAIL CMC 
(Alternate Saturdays) 

Perdiswell Sports & Leisure Centre, 
Bilford Road, Worcester. 


9 Mel Hague plus The Bryans; 


23 The Cindy & Dave Trio plus Hoppy 

Horton 

BORDER CMC (Monthly-2nd Tuesday) LEASOWE CASTLE CMC (Thursdays) 
Black & Gold Social Club, Leasowe Castle Hotel, 


Shielfield Park, Tweedmouth, 
Berwick. 


12 Trampas plus Billy Taylor 


Leasowe Road, Moreton, Wirral. 


7 Abilines; 14 Home Brew; 21 Lock, 
Stock & Barrel; 28 Country Couple 


HAZEL GROVE CMC (Sundays) 
Reform Club, Napier Street, 

Hazel Grove. 

2 & 3 Lyme Park Festival 

(061) 456 7073); 10 Dillinger, 

17 New Everglades; 24 Marie Lester & 
Hobo; 31 West Coast 


CLIFFSON'S CMC (Mondays) 


The Railway Club, Wrexham, Clwyd. 


4 Sarah Jory; 11 Tony Hughes; 
18 Dave Curtis; 25 Paul Rogers. 
Resident host Jeff Cliftson 


YORK CMC (Thursdays) 

York City Arms Sports Club, 
Fawcett Street, York. 

7 Dave Bryan Trio; 14 West Virginia; 
21 Peter Kane plus Martin Cooper; 
28 Rogue Band 


SOUTHERN COMFORT CWC 
(Saturdays) 

P.H.A.B. Club, Claremont Crescent, 
Kilwinning, Ayrshire. 

3 Bobby & Carol Silver; 9 Carmel & 
Mississippi; 16 Skin & Bone; 

23 Bakersfield; 30 Country Pride 


INVERNESS CWC (Tuesdays) 
Pharoahs Suite, Ice Rink, Inverness. 


5 Joe E Hamilton & High Chapperal; 
12 Coffee & Cream plus John C King; 
19 Pat Derry & Pridesmen; 26 Colorado 
plus Mackie 


WHITE HART HOTEL (Monthly) 
Sleaford, Lincolnshire. 


22 Tony Best plus Country Tandem 


CADES COUNTY CMC (Fridays) 
Shireoaks MW, Shireoaks, 
Nr. Worksop, Notts. 


1 Collier Dixon Line; 8 Kevin Dufty Band; 
15 T P Stubbs Bar Room Band; 22 Pete 
Jones Outfit; 29 John Aston Trio 


ABERDEEN CWC (Tuesdays) 
The Hotel Metro, 17 Market Street, 
Aberdeen. 


5 Coffee & Cream plus Support; 12 John 
Glenn & The Wranglers plus Support; 
19 Gerry Ford & Gambier plus Support; 
26 Tony Best Roadshow plus Support 


BRAMLEY SOCIAL CLUB (Thursdays) 
Cross Street, Bramley, Rotherham. 


7 Carolina; 14 Sarah Jory plus Geoff 
Ashford; 21 Watermelon Wine; 
28 Adey's Hardware Company 


TUCSON CMC (Mondays) 

The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh. 

4 Coffee & Cream (Ireland); 

11 Hamilton's Power; 18 Louisiana 
Heliraisers; 25 Bakersfield 


ELGIN CWC (Thursdays) 
St. Leonards Hotel, Elgin. 
7 Coffee & Cream; 14 Angeline & 


Country Cousins; 21 Maggie & 
Tennessee Express; 28 Centrefold 


BLAIR ATHOLL CWC (Monthly) 
Village Hall, Blair Atholl. 


29 Ruby Rendall & Cimarron 


2 & 3 Lyme Park Festival, Stockport - 
Hickory Lake, Mick Conlin Band, Bob 
McKinlay & Dixie Fried, Yellowstone 
Picnic Band, Stroller, Louisiana 
Hellraisers, Kenny Johnson & 
Northwind, Buckskin, Ruby Rendall & 
Cimarron and Raymond Froggatt Band. 
(Enquiries - (061) 456 7073); 


CON’S COUNTRY (Saturdays) 
Conservative Club, King's Road, 
Immingham, Humberside. 


2 Marie Lester plus Lobo; 

9 Gordon Lemondine; 16 Southern 
Pride; 23 Black Spur Road Band; 
30 Cliff Ledger Family 


HARROW CMC (Thursdays) 
‘Morritts’, Adj. Wealdstone FC, 
Station Road, Harrow, Middlesex. 


7 Hurricans Ridge; 14 Jody Lane & 
Deliverance; 21 Tony Collins & 
Bakersfield; 28 Pinkerton’s Colours 


LAZYACRE CMC (Fortnightly) 

SHA Hospital Social Club, 
Racecourse Lane, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire. 

11 lona & Andy, Saddietramps and 
Vince Layne; 25 Bank Holiday Dance 


Night - tan Ashcroft's Country Express 
Disco and West Virginia 


* OAKERTHORPE DRIVE-IN * 


COUNTRY MUSIC SHOW 


UFTON FIELDS FARM © OAKERTHORPE 
YY NrALFRETON o DERBYSHIRE Se 


AUGUST 16th 1986 12.00 Noon - 11.45 p.m. 


RAYMOND FROGGATT 
* and his band * 


COLIN RAMSEY 


MOUNTAIN DAVEY AND KITTY SLICKER 
LAUREL CANYON LES BENNETT 
COMPERES PETER HOOK AND COLIN RAMSEY OF RADIO DERBY 


Caravans £2.00 per night Reductions for caoches 
Children Free Ample Free Parking 


All enquiries. ‘phone - Jim (0773) 832644 or Ella (0773) 43787 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY SHOW 


THE WELCOME CMC 


Eastleigh Labour Club, 


Butts Street, Leigh, 
Lancashire. 


Friday 15th August 
The Raymond Froggatt Band 
Late Bar, Refreshments 
Tickets £2.75 from the 
Welcome CMC or telephone 
Pat Hayes on Leigh 677961 


OOOOO00 


BORDER PATROL CWC (Fridays) 
c/o The Irish Club, Basildon Road, 
Laindon, Essex. 


1 Big Wheels; 8 Bromiord County; 


15 TBA; 22 Country Born; 29 Syd 
Stevens & Rainbow County 


HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estern 


NE cttics 


26 Parkside Avenue. Romford. 
Essex. RM1 4ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 
Western advertisers in this publication 


GO COUNTRY CLUB 
(Monthly-1st Sunday) 

Harmire Road, Barnard Castie, 
Co. Durham. 


Charity Night - 3 The Andrews Brothers. 


ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 
DOESN'T COST, IT PAYS. 


J & E Records 


St. Mary’s Road, 
West Walton, 
Wisbech, (0945)-61717 


AMERICAN IMPORTS-LP ONLY J Brack latest - £8.99 

Ed Bruce - ‘I Write It Down’ - £6.25 Ed Bruce - Ed Bruce’ - £6.25 
Bellamy Brothers - ‘Howard And David’ - £6.25 

Ricky Skaggs - ‘Live In London’ - £3.99 


Gene Watson - ‘Old Loves Never Die’ - £6.99 

Gene Watson - ‘This Dream's On Me’ - £6.99 
Tompall Glaser - ‘Nights On The Borderline’ - £8.99 
Reba McEntire - ‘Whoever’s In New England’ - £8.99 


